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Find out more atwww.wishingwellphilly.com 





Take 30 days and see how 
well Curves can work for you 



Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group So you 
burn up to soo calories every workout. All with a trainer to teacl 
and motivate 



ASTHMA SUFFERERS: 

Breathe Easier and Have Fewer Symptoms 



Temple University is conducting a clinical research trial to 
find out whether Twisthaler®, an FDA-approved medication, 
and a research medication taken together may help you 
have fewer asthma symptoms and breathe easier. 

To be a part of this trial you must: 

■ Be 18 -70 years of age 

■ Be a non-smoker or ex-smoker 

■ Have asthma for at least the past 6 months 
You will receive either Twisthaler® or Twisthaler® 
combined with a research medication. You will 
receive medical tests, including blood tests, 

at no cost during the trial. 

You may be compensated up to S875 for finishing a 

the trial. The trial consists of 1 4 visits and 2 phone calls 
to the research facility, Tern pie Lung Center, over 
6-21 months. 



For more information 
call 215-707-1359 or e-mail 
breathe@temple.edu 
and refer to study 12618. 



Innl Temple 
JL Lung Center 



nformation is approved by Temple University for public display . 




editor’sletter 

By Brian Howard 



FOOLS, GOLD 

► OH MAN, YOU'LL never believe it. This week 
we've got a profile on a hardcore liberal who 
believeshis staunch progressivism is going carry 
him all the way to the governor's mansion] WeVe 
got an investigation of a police commissioner who 
apparently doesn t think Philly has a police disci- 
pline problem ! A story about a group that thinks it 
can turn Philly into an indie film mecca] A review 
of the city’s newest food craze: OCTOPUS BALLS] 
And the main feature in our Book Quarterly is 
about how people like poetry] Again] 

Hooooooo boy! April Fools, right? 

Actually, after a minorintemal debate (and, OK, 
desperate pleas from our publisher) over whether 
we should seize on our April 1 pub date this week, 
we forewentdiscussion of that time-honored jour- 
nalistic tradition: an April Fools issue (much to 
Patrick Rapa's eternal chagrin). Instead, we ended 
up with a lineup of stories both strange and true. 

For starters, we’ve got poetiy. You probably 
thought that verse was good and dead after people 
like Henry Rollins began calling themselves poets 
and shouting their shit with neck veins a-bulging. 
Yet poetiy has weathered the storm, and, says A.D. 
Amorosi, who’s been composing his own brand of 
da da word puzzles in his Icepack column since the 
Tristan Tzara days, Philadelphia is no longer try- 
ing to stab its poets or put cigarettes outon their 
faces. Buttressed by CA Conrad, Frank Sherlock, 
Ish Klein, Sonia Sanchez, Thomas Devaney and 
more, there is, once again, a thriving poetiy scene 
in Philadelphia (p. 18). Weird, right? 

Or consider the strange tale of the four guys 
vying to be the Democratic nominee for Ed 
Rendell’s seat, not one of whom seems to ha ve a 
puncher’s chance against each other, let alone 



against Republican Attorney 
General Tom Corbett. In the first 
of our Candidates Anonymous 
series on this gang of low-pro- 
file would-be-govs, staff writer 
Holly Otterbein gets the straight 
dope from former U.S. Rep Joe 
Hoeffel, a man who's letting his 
liberal flag fly at a time when 
progressives are being targeted 
(figuratively, literally) by tea 
baggcra partiers acro33 the 
country on Fox News every day. 
Godspeed to him (p. 16). 

Then there’s Andrew 
Thompson, who uncovers state- 
ments made under deposition 
by police chief Charles Ramsey 
which suggest the top cop is 
either blissfully ignorant of or 
simply unconcerned with per- 
ceived problems in the police 
disciplinary system (p. 14). 

Molly Eichefs got a profile on a 
group thatcallsitselfi seriously, 
PUFF that's teaming with the 
Piazza at Schmidts and its big 

to see the art-house Sicks that 
usually screen only in New York, 
Chicago and LA. (p. 35). 

And then there are those octo- 
pus balls. No, it's not what you’re 
thinking, but Trey Fbpp insists 
that tire tentacle-laden orbs 
at Maru Global Takoyaki will 
change your life ( p. 52). I Ve had 
them, and they will. No fooling. 

(bhoward@citypaper.net) 
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THURS. & FRI. 
JUNE 24 & 25 

SUSQUEHANNA BANK CENTER 

CAMDEN, NJ 

Tickets go on sale Friday, April 2nd at 2PM EST online at Ticketmaster.com 

Susquehanna Bank Center Box Office (1 Harbour Blvd, Camden, NJ), Live Nation Box Office (111 Presidential 
Blvd, Bala Cynwyd, PA), Ticketmaster Outlets or Charge By Phone 1-800-745-3000 
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BECOME A HOSPICE VOLUNTEER. 

give 2 hours a week and gel a lifetime ot j 



Clerical Support Volunteers also needed 

CALL 1 (888) 467-9330 
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CP's Quallty-o-Lite-o-Me ter 



5 [+4] Ataforumonflashmobs.forrnerPhila- 
~ delphiaPrisonCommissionerLeonKing 
S says the city should take the money that’ll 

| bespentonguiltyyoLitli.and instead spend 

| it on rec centers. In prisons. 

mi Attorney General Tom Corbett’s spokes- 
person claims flat the lawsuit he filed 
over health-care reform won't incur any 
additional costs on taxpayers. "It’s just a 
stupid political thing I did," he explains. 
“Don't worry about it" 

[+1] Art history experts determine that a local 
family's"facejug,"whichwaslongstored 
In their attic, is a rare artifact made by 
South Carolina slaves. The MiitterMuseum 
gets like a big huge boner imagining aj ug 
full ol human faces. 

[21 AccordingtothePennsylvaniaUquorCon- 
trol Board’s sales figures. Philadelphians 
are buying cheaper alcohol, and buying 
it in larger quantities. Adding, "From us. 
Bwahahaha!” 

Ml The Phillies fan who offered sex for World 
Series tickets to an undercovercop isfound 
guilty of attempted prostitution. And Bucks 
County prosecutorStephenJonesputs his 
hand up looking fora high five, but every- 
body leaves him hanging because he has 
wasted evetybodyS time and money when 
there is real work to bedone. And he goes 
home and does a lot of soul -searc hi ng. 
| thlnkingbacktowhenitwasallabouthelp- 

J ingpeople.notjustchasingheadlines.And 

; he tries to cry, but only sand comes out. 

5 [ + 1] Stu Bykofsky likens Mayor Nutter to a 

- “truffle-hunting hog," "Dr. Frankenstein" 

; and aguy“feeling between the sofacush- 

”■ ionsforloosechange.’Hellactoutthese 

= archaic metaphors and more at his new 

S one-man show, Stu Cracked Com and 

He Don't Care, debuting at Society Hill 
I Playhouse this weekend. 

: [+1] The city launches its " UnUtter Us” cam- 

j paign, in which spoken word poets speak 

J out against litter. And literacy. 

t [0] Vincent F umo's fiancee says she's still in 

« 1 1 love with him. despite thefact that he’s 

j currently in jail. Know what, lady? We’ve 

< wekindamissit.too. 





AM ILLIO I'' STORIES 
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T his is the first time we've ever said this, and it may very well 
be the last, so listen closely: The Department of Licenses 
and Inspections < L&I ) h as become more efficient. It sounds 
implausible, like if we told jou that. Joey Vento oversaw his son’s 
gay wedding to a Mexican construction worker, or that Mayor 
Michael Nutter shaved his goatee — something that signifies 
that a giant hole has been ripped in the fabric of space-time. 

But in a gigantic victory for everyone who ever thought L&I could 
get a little more streamlined (the number of people with this 
opinion is estimated at around 1.5 million), the city announced 
on March 20 that the department has found enormous savings 
in ho w it demolishes buildings — 50 percent, in fact. The cost 
of rid din g the city of a three-story row home has decreased to 
$13,000 from $26,000. And, considering that L&I performed 345 
demolitions last year and is on trade to perform 625 In 2010 
(and on buildings larger than just row homes), that adds up. (L&I 
Commissioner Frances Burns says she doesn’t know to what 
degree the ratio of those savings translates to larger commercial 
buildings, but that most demos are row homes, because the city’s got 
an apparent shit- ton of derelict ones sitting about.) 

Essentially, the cost-saving strategy comes down to three main 
changes, plus one leverage of circumstance: L&I has bundled 
properties together when it solicits bids instead of auctioning 



offindividual sites, thus saving money similar to buyinga gargan- 
tuan, industrial jar of mayo from Sam’s Club instead of a bunch 
of smaller, higher-price-per-ounce ones at the Acme. That same 
strategy is used in specific contracts per job — so instead of putting 
out three contracts for different work on the same job, that’s aU 
been consolidated. L&I also now puts all of its non-emergency bids 
through the city’s procurement process, to ensure that the bids it 
accepts on these projects are 
the lowest and best offers. 
This was not done before, for 

Lastly, in a rationale surpris- 
ingly frank for a press release, “The contractors need work so 
they are lowering their bids to obtain the demolition contract awards.” 
In other words, labor comes cheap these days — a truism 
that has yet to be employed in die rest of City HalL 

DEPT. OF HUMPING AMPHIBIANS 

The toads are just tryingto get laid, man. 

Which is why, on the night of March 22, more than 800 of 
them attempted to cross the perilous Eva Street to reach the 



Prime time for 
amplexusing! 



This week's totah 4 I Last week's total: 7 



is in a magnolia-like hell 




A STORIES 



ir, a body of water that’s 
basically the toad eqt livalent of the Jersey 
Shore Jacuzzi. (In reality, the toads prefer 
a ting because it’s one of the largest bodies of 
>d th at turtles or fish will eat 




sads completed their quest. The others 
affic, and even more likely would have 
d Detour, a Philly-based group of about 
I on the scene to deliver hundreds of 



homy toads ( and some frogs 1 to their mating grounds in one piece. 

This year’s migration was particularly deadly because the toads 
hit the streets a few weeks earlier than expected. 

“We had a few very warm days in a row," says Usa Levinson. 
Toad Detour's coordinator. “And when the ground thaws, that’s their 
signal to migrate." For Thud Detour, that meant a jogger alerted the 
group of the toad invasionon the morning of March 22,andvolun- 

Tb prevent an even greatertoad slaughter — and to keep driv- 
ers from thinking they’ve entered some Magnolia -like hell, where 
frogs plop from the sky by the hundreds — the Philadelphia 
Streets Department gave Toad Detour permission to close Eva 
Street and a part of Port Royal Avenue as needed until April 16, 




when the toads stop amplexusing (that’s toad for “screwing"). 

In the meantime, if you want to volunteer to save a few hundred 
toads, sign up at toaddetour.com. Or just amble down to Eva Street 
between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. on a rainy day — prime time, appar- 
ently, lor amplexusing. 

WE'VE GOT HIGH HOPES 

Asifyou needed further proof that Philadelphia fens are capital-F 
Fanatics (beyond thatyou can now, for realzies, buy grass seed 
formulated by Citizens Bank Park’s head groundskeeper), 
behold: Phans of a team that is absolutely swimming in money — 
thanks to effectively leveraging a state -of-the-art . publicly subsi- 
dized stadium, and to a ridiculously rabid fan base that's already 
put 2010 attendance over 3 million in season ticket sales — are 
poolingtheir nickels and dimes to have a statue of the dearly depart- 
ed voice of the team, Harry Kalas, erected outside said stadium. 

This all started, as things do these days, on the Facebook, 
when Phillies fan/college student Antonio Jos6 started a petition 
the day after Hall of Fame announcer Kalas collapsed in the press 
box of Nationals Park last April, imploring: “Philadelphia has a 
Rocky statue. Don't you think Harry has done more for this city 
than Rocky did?" 

Jose, afterstartingthe group/petition, stopped paying attention 
to the page because, well, he was a 19-year-old colege student 
and DJ.“I wandered off and did my own thing," says Jose, now 20, 
who grew up around Temple and is a graphic design student at 
Community College of Philadelphia and a hip-hop/house DJ 

While he was studying and spinning, the FB group’s member- 
ship hit 17,000 or so. One of the petition signera was acclaimed 
Vermont-based, Merion -native realist sculptor Lawrence J. 
Nowlan.Nowlan, a Millersville and PAFA alum, embraced the 
project and spun it into the nonprofit foundation Dear Harry, Inc. 
(harrykalasstatue.com). At present, there are 23,600 petitioners for a 
campaign that’s raised approximately one-third of the $80,000 need- 
ed to cast the bronze likeness, with an April 23 bash at McFadden’s, 
a June 1 golftoumament at Huntingdon Valley Country Club and 
some pending corporate sponsorships in the offing. Nowlan 
says they’ll also sell bronze castings ofthe original 20-inch model. 

On one hand, you have to appreciate the "we paid for the sta- 
dium, we’ll build a statue for it if we want" attitude. On the other 
hand. $80,000 is chump change fora team that'll shell 
out $31,500perday this year for the services of Raul IbAnez. 
Nowlan’s on record as not wanting to ask the team for money, 
which, yTmow, shouldn’t preclude the team from offer- 
ing it, anyway. The team’s official statement, from Senior VP of 
Administration and Operations Mike Stiles, is cagey: “We appre- 
ciate the fans’ effort to honor Harry’s memory. We look forward 
to seeing the final product and we’re certainly willing to con- 
sider accepting it forplacement atthe ballpark.” 

But, according toNowlan — who just returned from theteam’s 
spring training complex in Clearwater, where, he says, he was 
treated like a visiting dignitary — “I think an organization that 
size can’t commit to any tiling until they actually see it, but I 
don’t have any doubt" that they'll display the statue. 

Of course, if you were promising to drop an $80,000 piece of 
sculpted bronze in our laps, we’d treat you real sweet, too. 

♦ This week's report by Brian Howard, Holly Otterbein and Andrew Thompson 




man 

By Isaiah Thompson 



WHATS the DIFFERENCE between a tank ” 
and a governor? Banks pay lousy interest rates'. 

But seriously, folks: The race for governor is 
heating up, and Pennsylvamabeingthe Templeof 
Democracy that it is — we’re proudly one of just 
11 states to have no limit on campaign donations 
— moneyispouring, nay. tsunami-ing, into candi- 
dates’ coffere. It may be Impossible to get 2 percent 
at the bank right now, but governors, apparently, 
are still a good Investment — depending on the 
governor. Investors do get picky. 

The natural gas drilling industry, for example, has 
picked RepublicanAttorney General Tom Corbett 
asthereceptadeofchoiceformostoftfie money 

— some $360,000 worth — it has thrown atthe 
race. They just likeUim. I guess . . . and, of course, 
his stance against a tax on gas production. The 
industry, he says, is still too young to tax (not too 
young, though, for ExxonMobil Corp., which j ust 
spent $41 billion to expand natural gas drilling 
ope rations in the region). 

You might say it’s an odd position to take — 
denying Pennsylvanians the fruits ofamassively 
profitable industry, already taxed in all but four 
of the 32 states in which it exists — for a guy 
who cares so much about our pocketbooks that 
he just sued the federal government for passing 
health care legislation. But that's the beauty of 
democracy: Where were the cancer victims' and j 
diabetics' checks the last time Corbett passed f 
the hat? 8 

Still, even Gov. Ed Rendell — who has taken ; 
plenlyot gas money, and who last year rejected 5 
a gas tax, but went ahead and leased state for- g 
est land to make the money instead — is cal ling < 
continued opposition to a gas tax crazy. Rendell. > 
The Philadelphia Inquirer reports, recently told a 5 
conference of gas drillers that they're losing public - 
support by avoiding taxes. He recounted that he = 
hadinvitedtheCEOsoffourgascompaniestohis ~ 
mansion to discuss a“ modest and reasonable" tax 

— buthadbeenstoodupbythreeofthem. jj 

Maybethey hadanother appointment : al I three " 

— Atlas Energy, Range Resources Corp. and * 
Chesapeake Energy Corp.— have made slgnifi- 4 
cantdepositsto Corbett'scampaign.Afterall. why - 
invest more time or money on a guy who wants § 
totaxyou.whenCorbettafterjustafewhundred v 
thou, Is promising dividenits. bab/> 

■ Isaiah Thompson worships al the Temple o! Democracy £ 
E-mail him al isaiahthompson&Olypapernet 1 
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ThePhiladelphiaOrchestra 



Beyond the Score: Rite or Wrong? 

Thursday, April 8 7:00 PM 
Charles Dutoit Conductor 
Gerard McBurney Host 
Stravinsky The Rile of Spring 

Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring sent audiences into frenzied riots at its 191: 
wilh its new sonorities and the bold choreography of human sacrifice. Sine 
gained wide recognition as one of the most influential works in musical his 
the most popular in the orchestral repertoire. Charles Dutoit and Gerard M 
us back In time to discover what inspired Stravinsky and unearth what chai 
those cultured Parisians to bloody fistfights in reaction. 



Tickets On Sale Now! 

Exclusive Offer— $10 Orchestra Side and Orchestra Tier Tickets! 

Log in atwww.phllorch.org/logln and enter promo code CITYPAPER 
or call 215.893.1999 and mention this offer. 



Learn More 

Hear More. 
Experience 




sportscomplex 

By E. James Beale 



WHO’S GOT 
THE BEAT? 

> THIS SPRING, JUST a few months after the Phila- 
delphia Phillies’ season ended with their second 
consecutive World Series appearance, and just 
after they added All-World pitcher Roy Halladay, 
a funny thing happened: No one was there to 
cover them. First Scott Lauber, formerly of The 
Wilmington News Journal, left to head north and 
cover the Red Sox, leaving the beat in the hands of 
a basketball guy. Then Andy Martino abandoned 
his home at The Philadelphia Inquirer after one 
short season and returned to the New York Daily 
News, where he’ll enjoy his new longer off-season 
covering the Mets with former Calkins media col- 
umnist Mike Sielski, who just left the Philly 'burbs 
for the The Wall Street Journal's newly created 
beat As if three doesn't make a trend, this comes 
on the heels of familiar faces Tbdd Zolecki and Jim 
Salisbury — both formerly of the Inky — leaving 
the daily for the cozy confines of online journalism . 
All of which begs the question: Why doesn’t anyone 
want to cover the Phils in print? 

There are a couple of prominent theories. First, 
the skv-is-falling theory: Newspapers simply can’t 
keep their own. Itis not totally without merit. Put 
simply, job security around these parts isn’t at an 
all-time high. And with at least three local sports 
reporters having been relieved of their duties over 
the last 18 months — Mike Radano, Ken Mandel 
and Kevin Roberts — and the ownership situation 
of the Inquirer and Daily News in flux, it isn’t incon- 
ceivable that several papers decide to pool their 
beats, much like what happened in Dallas. 

The second theory — the hamburger theoiy, if you 
will — is that papers can trot out anyone to cover 
the boys of summer, and have it be read. There is 
some truth to this, too. According to the Inky, page 
views do not rise or fall depending on who writes 
the stories. Inky sports editor Jim Cohen admits 
that the beat is increasingly a young person’s 
game. So long as whoever holds the chair is fine 
with near-constantTweets, chats and blog posts, 
the paper seems fine with turnover. In short , it just 
might not make financial sense for papers to serve 
top dollar for steak when their customers will pay 
just as well for hamburger — ergo, another couple 
of rookies on the beat. 

Or, theory three: Maybe it’s all a coincidence. 
“It’s not like we all got down to spring training 
and decided we needed to find a way out," Martino 
points out. And each of the three did have opportu- 
nities that seemed hard to turn down. 

While each of these theories have merit, they’re 
all incomplete: Phillies writers aren’t leaving be- 
cause they’re not wan ted. They ’re leaving because 
the home team is good. Really. 

Coming off two straight World Series appearanc- 



es, the Phillies have become as 
high-profile as any team not play- 
ing in the American League East. 
On top of that, they’re choked to 
the brim with accessible person- 
alities like Jimmy Rollins, Shane 
Victorino and Jayson Werth’s 
Beard, all of whom give scribes 
plenty to write home about. The 
team is not only playing through 
October, but also staying interest- 
ing throughout. For writers, that 
is a godsend. 

Call this the Travis Knight 
corollary. Shaquille O’Neal used 
tojoke that he makes players 
rich simply because ofhis pres- 
ence: “Guys have made livings 
off me," Shaq said in 2004 .“Nick 
Anderson got anew contract, 
Travis Knight got a new contract 
off me. As a matter of fact Derek 
Fisher called me yesterday to 

They’re leav- 
ing because 
the home 
team is good. 

th ank me.” ( Fishe r had recently 
signed with Golden State. ) The 
funniest part about that quote? 
That someone gave Travis Knight 
a second NBA contract The 
second funniest part? Shaq’s 
assessment was spot-on. 

In the right situation, a player 
will have opportunities that 
comparable players simply don't. 
Just like Travis Knight was left 
open for jumpers in front of every 
GM as they watched the playoffs, 
so, too, have Phillies writers been 
given fee chance to be seen. Now, 
Tmnot saying that Martino, 
Lauber and Sielski t and Zolecki 
and Salisbury before them) didn’t 
deserve their new opportunities, 
but I don’t think it is unfair to 
suggest that they got them not 
only because of their work, but 
also because of their viability. 

“Selfishly, this is still a good 
place to cover sports, "Martino 
told me last week, his last on the 
job. "It really is." 

*Guys make their livings off E-Jamen 
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loose anon 

By Bruce Schimmel 



FLASH RAGE 

THE STRONGER THEY stood, the weaker they seemed. Days after 
a Saturday night flash mob of teens rolled through South Street, 
a long line of Phifly’s top cops stood shoulder-to-shoulder around a 
dry fountain in Headhouse Square. They were a backdrop, a prop 
for a pissed-off mayor, who declared to cameras that he won’t put 
up with “this behavior for any reason, under any circumstances." 

Behind the blue line stood Society Hill Towers, creating a sym- 
bolism that was idiot-proof. Here was the line beyond which the 
“knuckleheads" — as Nutter called — would not pass. 

“We’re not going to put up with this stupidity. We’re not messing 
around," Nutter growled, promising swift and severe retribution 
against both child and parent. 

It was a modern morality play, a civic charade. But with the 
hordes at the gates, you sometimes have to rattle the sabers. Still, 
it was just a show, which at best will pro vide on ly a breather before 
the summer heat arrives, and rage pops up like a Whac-A-Mole. 

Philiys flash rages are an innovation in intergenerational 
warfare, one that renders brute force practically irrelevant. So as 
I looked down the cops’ blue line, I thought ofa barrierthat Prance 
had once built: the Maginot Line of concrete bunkers around 
which the Germans easily marched. 

“We don't know where a problem will arise,” admitted Police Com- 
missioner Charles Ramsey. “It seems spur-of-the-moment," add- 
ing that cops can’t endlessly “chase around packs of teenagers." 

Nutter was angry, but he also 

seemed genuinely befuddled. TheyYe the 

He grew up m a middle-class u nf 

family, with a good and tough CIUUOCU wl 

taskmaster for a dad. And so I the abused, 

believe him when he says he does 

not understand why flash mobs, friendly elsewhere, turned so 
vicious in Fhilly. 

“I don't know why, and I don’t cure about the motivation,’ said 
Nutter. “I didn't run for mother,” he added, trotting out a favorite 
line he’s used to fight litter, but which rang hollow here. 

Many kids get nuts, I think it safe to say, because they don't 
hair functional mothers. They're the abused ofthe abused, who 
ache to vent their rage on a wide, public stage, because they 
aren’t being heard in their home neighborhoods. 

I teach journalism at the Youth Study Center, where some of 
the rioters are being held. And if you respectfully ask why kids go 
downtown to riot, their reason is, well, reasonable. 

“You go downtown,” said one 19-year-old Til call Anthony, “so 
you’ll attract more attention. Everybody’s not going to come to 
your neighborhood. But they’ll go to South Street." 

These teens seek the limelight for the same reasons protesters 
demonstrate for jobs or against war. Tb be seen. Tb be heard. For 
the teens, it’s a moment of fame to validate their rage. Against 
parents who abandon or pimp them. Against neighborhoods con- 
trolled by drug lords and gunrunners. 

These teens have a lotto protest about. But unlike more civil 
protesters, they have’nt learned to be heard in a peaceable way. 
And, sadly, we have a mayor who’s not yet interested in listening 

“You want tojoin together, be together in the City of Brotherly 
Love,” continued Anthony. “But they — we — don’t know how.” 

It’s beensaidthatariotis the voice of the voiceless. And if we 
do give these teens a chance to be heard, we won’t have to worry 
about their need to be seen. 
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SACRED COWS, SLAUG HTERED 

When the facts are revealed that the sacred cow is no longer 
sacred, buta bull let loose to rampage, who will step up to stop 
it [Cover Story, “The Fall Guy,” Isaiah Thompson. March 1 8)? We 
as African-Americans seem to be stuck in an illusion that our 
actions are OK as long as we can blame the larger society for it, 
why we create children we can'tafford or know howto raise, why 
we abuse drugs, and the list goes on andoa Well, this time the 
buck stops with the mothers and fathers of South Philadelphia 
Be responsible. If you know that your child and their friends are 
terrorizing other children and you are not making them account- 
able for thei r actions, what message are you sending? When the 
social fabric is ri pped and destroyed and we truly live in a ghetto 
where no life can exist who will you blame? I challenge every 
parent whose child Is part of this reign of terror to bring your 
child in and make him or hertake responsibility for their actions 
NOW. We were once a proud, loving people. What are we now, 
what have we become, for our children to act this way in our 
community and schools? 

Peace Warden 
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YOU LIE 

[U.S. Rep. Joe] Wilson was right. Obama did lie. Wilson was just 
li ke the Supreme Court justice who would not sit thereand be I led 
to. You lie. I have seen and heard the YbuTubes, no one “CHANTED” 
ni ggerorspit[Soapboxer, “Fear and Loathing,” Jeffrey C.Billman, 
March 25]. Where did yougetthe word “CHANT"? There may have 
been spittle flying but not spit 

You should not play with the TRUTH and then accuse others of 
doing so. Overheated rhetoric? How are the Tea Party protests 
differentthan Code Pink and Cindy Sheehan? 

Are you suggesting thatwe trust Os judgment? Had we listened 
to him who knows how many more good Iraqis that have tried to 
buck the religious nuts would be dead now had he just pulled our 
troops. How many more ofthe ex-Gitmo inmates would now be 
killing people around the world? Have you ever seen a president 
insult our allies and kiss up to our enemies like 0? What happens 
when the money of those who make it runs out? 

We repealed prohibition. Socialism next All of thlsdid not start 
with 0 nor will it end with him. I’m not fearing — just loathing. 

Del 

VIACITYPAPER.NET 

Send al leltrns lo Feedback CHy Papa, 123 Chestnut St. 3rd Floor, 

Phita. PA 19106, lax us 81215-599-0634, ore-mai edtariaKPclypapor.net. 
Submissions may he edited lor daily and space and must include an address 
and daytime phone number. 
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TELL US YOUR DAFFY’S BANG ON TWITTER. ONE WINNER EVERYDAY GETS A $50 
DAFFY’S GIFT CARD. JUST TWEET THIS: “MY ftDAFFYSBANG IS [YOUR BANG] FOR 
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“ Belmont Center for Comprehensive 

5 Treatment is conducting a clinical trial 
| of an investigational medication for the 

■ treatment of a severe form of depression. 

- Qualified participants may receive study-related 
| medication, psychiatric assessment and medical 

j evaluation at no cost You must be 22-75 vean old and 
I be experiencing the follow ing symptoms: depressed 
| mood or sadness, loss of interest or pleasure in things 
you normally enjoy, trouble sleeping and/ or low energy, 
strong feelings of guilt and/ or suspicion, plus hearing 
voices or sounds or seeing dungs that aren't real. 

For more information, please contact 
Vincent Davis or Ada Wilson, clinical trial recruiters, at 

215 - 581-5900 

I All colls oie confidential) 

Belmont Center for Comprehensive Treatment 
4200 Monument Road, Philadelphia, PA 191 31 



Belmont Behavioral Health 
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• Good students 
7 • People 55 & Retired 

“ Plus, save on boat, motorcycle and ATV 
in pol icies when you insure your car with Allstate. 



Start saving today. Call me first. 



“ THOMAS STEPHENSON 
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SEE NO EVIL 



Commissioner Ramsey pleads ignorance to the PPD’s discipline issues. By Andrew Thompson 



T hree months after the Fox 29 incident, there was the baby 
shower incident. The former, by now, is almost universally 
known: In May 2008, a legion of officers, videotaped by a Fox 
29 helicopter camera, swarmed a car in Kensington, yanked out the 
driver and passengers — who were murder suspects — and beat 
them with their fists and nightsticks. Four of the officers were fired 
and six were otherwise disciplined, but the rest — including Officer 
Thomas Schaffiing, the first cop seen approaching the car in that 
widely circulated video — were not. In any case, those punishments 
didn't stick: In August, a grand jury declined to indict the cops, say- 
ing their actions were justified. And two weeks ago, following the 
officers' appeals, an arbitrator reversed the Philadelphia Police 
Department’s actions and put those officers back on the street. 

On Aug. 9, 2008, three months after the Fox 29 incident, Schaffiing 
and his partner. Scan Bascom, pulled up outside a baby shower for 
Lacrecia Tindley, in five front yard outside of her parents' house on 
2-lth and Master streets in North Philly They were seeking to arrest 
her brother, Jamar Stroman, who they behoved was selling drugs. 
And then, all hell broke loose: According to news reports and an affida- 
vit included in court documents, Scheming — who amassed 14 inter- 
nal affairs complaints, mostly for alleged physical abuse, in his first 
five years with the department — “physically attacked and choked" 
Stroman by pressing his baton to his throat. Schaffiing reportedly 
took out his gun and screamed obscenities at those gathered, then 
took out his baton and began swinging it wildly. Another officer’ s 
squad car pulled up, and hit a woman carrying a toddler; she com- 
plained, and he retorted with a "fuck you!” and a face-full of pepper 
spray, according to a Daily News account. Schaffiing and other officers 
allegedly beat a passer-by, who had chided them about the reckless 
use of their batons, as he lay on the ground, shielding his 4-year-old 
son from their blows. After Sch affiin g arrested and stuffed Stroman 
into the back of a squad car, the affidavit charges, he stopped the car 
and beat Stroman again, while Bascom watched and did nothing. 

Stroman spent 12 days in jail, but the District Attorney's Office 
declined to press charges against him. Tindley and her family filed 
a lawsuit against the city. On March 22, that suit was settled for 
an undisclosed sum, on the eve of trial. Coincidentally or not, the 
settlement occurred just days after reams of court documents were 
made public — including Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey’s 
deposition, arguably the most revealing glimpse yet into the com- 
missioner’s views on the police department’s disciplinary system. 

There are many "no”s in the deposition, which was taken by 
Paul Messing, Tindley’s lawyer, on June 25, 2009: “After you became 
commissioner” asked Messing, "did you become aware of any prob- 
lems with the disciplinary system?” 

“No,” replied Ramsey, who was appointed by Mayor Mi ch a e l 
Nutter in January 2008. 

Did he ever read the reports written by the Integrity and Account 
ability Office, which found systemic shortcomings in the disciplinary 
system?“No, not that I recall." 

What about the report by the Mayor’s Task Force on Police 
Discipline from 2002, which found the same issues — incomplete 
investigations, or investigations that failed to find wrongdoing on 
the part of officers even in cases where nearly all objective data 
pointed to it? “No.” 

“Have you taken any steps of any kind to address issues related 
to the operation of the Police Department’s Internal Affairs or disci- 
plinary mechanism?” 

“Yes,” said Ramsey. 

“And what steps have you taken?” 




“We renamed Internal Affairs the Office of Professional Respon- 
sibility.” He also appointed someone to head that office when the 
position became vacant. (The department did not respond to City 
Paper's request to interview Ramsey.) 

Ramsey’s admitted unfamiliarity with the most basic reports 
spelling out the department’s ailing regulatory mechanism is tell- 
ing: While preparing for the lawsuit, Messing asked Paul McCauley, 
a criminologist at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, to analyze 
the department. McCauley, in turn, obtained statistics from the city 
of all physical abuse complaints over a period of nine years. 

The correlation between commissioners and complaints is 
stark: What started out as a relatively low, unchanging number of 
complaints, about 160 per year under former commissioner John 
Timoney — who served between 1998 and 2001 — rose sharply and 
steadily the year after Sylvester Johnson took over in 2002 — first 
staying level at 157, then ris- 
ing to 203, then to 224, before 
hovering around 250 for three 
years. The year Ramsey took 
over, the department received 
306 complaints — a 20 percent 
increase in a single year over 
the previous commissioner. It’s 
naive to pin all of the blame for 
that increase on Ramsey; on the other hand, it’s equally naive to sug- 
gest that the seriousness — or lack thereof — with which the depart- 
ment regards disciplining its officers doesn't come from the top. It 
matters how much, or how little, Ramsey cares about this stuff 

Messing's deposition, however, suggests that he doesn’t think this 
is a top priority. 

“Knowing what you know of Officer Schafiling's history and 
the complaints that have been filed against him,” Mussing asked 
Ramsey in the deposition, “do you have any concerns about him 
being on duty as a Philadelphia police officer today?" 

“No." 

On March 28, Schaffiing appeared on the front page of the Daily 
News, following an incident in which he reportedly got drunk at a 
bar and fired his gun at two patrons on the street. 

(andrew.thompson@citypaper.net) 
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GIVE THEM A CHOICE: 
Hoeffel is banking on his 
progressivism to take 
him to Harrisburg. 



candidates anonymous 




LIBERAL 

Joe Hoeffel wears the label proudly, even in Pennsylvania. By Holly otterbein 



> EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in an occasional series on the 
little-known Democratic candidates for governor. 

It’s March 4, and Republican Attorney Genera] Thm Corbett is 
about to accidentally pay Democratic rival Joe Hoeffel a sweet 
compliment The two men, both vying to become Pennsylvania’s 
next governor, are at a Greater Hiilade lphia Chamber of Commerce 
forum along with the other four candidates in the race. It’s the first 
time the candidates have all been in the same room together; yet 
the debate thus far has not been mic-glomming competitive or even 
amusingly awkward, but rather strangely polite and terse. 

The moderator poses a potentially riling question: How would 
h the candidates grapple with the state's “coming Armageddon," the 
z $20 billion pension gap? Despite their multifarious parties and 
u constituencies and hometowns, though, the assembled — state Rep. 
t Sam Rohrer, a Republican: and Allegheny County Executive Dan 
t Onorato, Auditor General Jack Wagner and state Sen. Anthony H. 

- Williams, all Democrats — proffer a similar solution: Cutpension 
r benefits and consolidate pension plans. Not one mentions raising 
” taxes. Then Corbett swiftly, and slyly, cuts into his Democratic 

= opponents. "Quite honestly, I feel like I’m at a Republican conven- 

- tion,”hesays. 

But Hoeffel, a Montgomery County commissioner, hasn’t spoken 

- yet. Hoeffel is a tall and svelte man, yet he’s too foreboding to ever be 
1 deemed lanky. He’s also got a shiny, thoroughly bald head, and has 

- probably been called Mr. Clean more than once in his life. 

g Hoeffel momentarily smirks at Corbett’s statement; withoutreal- 
S izing it, Corbett has just articulated Hoeffel’s campaign strategy. 

£ Hoeffel then launches into an explanation of how he’d avert a pen- 
“ sion crisis through a graduated state income tax, a “robust" sever- 
x ance tax on the MarcellusShale's natural gas, and the closure of the 
^ so-called Delaware loophole, which allows businesses to avoid pay- 
< ing taxes by setting up shop in that state. 

x Absent much evidence that it’s viable, Hoeffel’s strategy is this: He 

- will win the Democratic primary — and die general election — by 



being the most progressive candidate on the ballot He will tout his 
liberal positions on women’s reproductive issues, same-sex marriage 
and the environment Said another way, he’s the only guy running 
who’d never in a million years be mistaken fora pol at a GOP con- 
vention, and he will use this fact to win the support ofPhilade lphia, 
the Philadelphia suburbs, the Philadelphia exurbs and women who 
are charmed by his unwavering pro-choice position. 

“The way to beat the GOP is not by running a conservative Dem- 
ocrat against a slightly more conservative Republican," he says. 
“YouVe got to run a liberal Democrat People want a choice." 

Indeed, he’s giving tiiem one. But do Pennsylvanians want it? 

► HOEFFEL HAS LONG been a ladies’ man. 

His relationship with the women's rights movement goes back 
to the 1980s, when as a state legislator from Montgomery County 
he fought against the Pennsylvania 
Abortion Control Act long the ire 
of the pro-choice set. He also led 
the House debate against the bill 
— which requires that minors get 
paren tal consent for abortions, and 
women of all ages seeking abor- 
tions receive counseling first — and still calls for its repeal today. 
Conversely Onorato and Wagner are anti-abortion rights. And 
though Williams is also pro-choice, he doesn’t seem to advertise it 
like Hoeffeldoes. 

“Being pro-choice is not just support ingthe right of a woman to 
make a reproductive decision,” Hoeffel often says, Irutitisbeing 
supportive of empowering women." 

There’s evidence that, in at least some circles, this progressive 
bravado is catching on. “He really gets women's rights," says Caryn 
HunL president of the Philadelphia National Organization of 
Women, whose state PAC has endorsed Hoeffel. “He's got a record of 
voting pro-choice, and he’s never caved on that in his entire career." 



“Hoeffel’s 
strategy is 
about all 
he has.” 



In line with his liberal's liberal strategy, 
Hoeffel a Iso supports same-sex marriage. 
He’s the only candidate who does.Taking a 
moderate-to-conservative position on gay 
issues is such a norm in Pennsylvania poli- 
tics that, even while trying to court the local 
gay rights group Liberty City Democratic 
Club, Williams and Onorato admitted that 
they’ve long stood against gay marriage. 

But here’s where Hoeffel really wants 
you to know he differs from Onorato, 
Wagner and Williams: He’s“very con- 
cerned" about file Marcell us Shale, a 
geologic formation below Pennsylvania 
that’s ripe with natural gas. As such, politi- 
cians like Gov. Ed Rendell are eying it as 
a veritable cash cow. But Hoeffel isn't. He 
backs moratoriums on both leasing addi- 
tional state lands and issuing new drilling 
permits, at least until more regulations are 
in place and more studies have been com- 
pleted. (The aforementioned “robust tax" 
he wants to place on the Marcell us Shale 
refers to parts of it that are already being 
leased or drilled.) 

Hoeffel is evidently willing to suffer for 
his views: He is one ofonly two Democratic 
candidates who didn't receive funds last 
year from companies that stand to benefit 
from drilling or leasing the Marcellus Shale. 
(Williams is the other; however; he entered 
the race this February, and campaign 
finance reports for the first quarter of 2010 
won’t be available until the end of April.) 

It's well known that the Republicans run- 
ning for governor are being wooed by gas 
and oil companies vested in the Marcellus 
Shale — Corbett, for example, received 
$180,000 last year from the wife ofTerry 
Pegula, CEOofEast Resources Inc., which 
has leased hundreds of thousands of acres 
of the Shale. Mostofthe Democratic can- 
didates, however, are doingit. too: Range 
Resources, a company that’s drilled the 
Marcellus Shale, gave Onorato $5,000 
last year, and Wagner $ 1,000. Chesapeake 
Energy Corp., the single largest Marcellus 
stakeholder, gave Wagner $2,500 last year; 
and its director of corporate development, 

F. Scott Ro truck, gave Onorato $2,200. Also, 
CNX Gas Corp., which has leased thou- 
sands of acres of the Shale, gave Onorato 
$1,000; and Dominion Resources, Inc. gave 
Wagner $500. The list doesn't end there. 

Asked what hell do when the same 
Marcellus Shale special interests come 
knocking on his door, Hoeffel is impudent 
“Do you really think they’re going to knock 
on my door, with my position?" he asks. 
They haven't knocked yet, and theyYe giv- 
ing money to my competitors.” 

But what if they do? Will you go on the 
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record saying you won’t take money from 
them? “I," he says, pausing. “Yes. Yeah.” 

► ULTIMATELY, THOUGH, DOES any of 

tliis matter? Will Hoeffel's pro-choice, pro- 
LGBTQ and pro-environment positions 
actually yield him votes in Philly proper 
and Philly suburbs, like he believes? 

Terry Madonna, a Pennsylvania politics 
scholar at Franklin and Marshall College, 
isn’t so sure. Though Rendell won the 
2002 Democratic primary with a similar 
Southeastern Pennsylvania-focused strat- 
egy, Madonna points out that Rendell did 
it with $18 million. Hoeffel, on the other 
h a n d, took in only $347,000 last year, A 
previous statewide campaign — in 2004, 
he ran for Senate against Arlen Specter 
— and three terms in Congress appear to 
have done little to boost either his name 
recognition or war chest. 

“Hoeffel’s strategy,” says Madonna, “is 
about all he has.” 

Madonna also contends that it's a bad 
time to rely on one’s social issues to win an 
election. “We're in the midst of a recession. 
In the state, polls show no indication of 
social issues being a factor for voters.” 

To wit: Even the liberty City Democratic 
Club is hesitant to fully embrace Hoeffel. 
“There is broad support for Joe Hoeffel 
based on the issues,” says Liberty City 
co-chair Micah Mahjoubian, “but there is 
support for Onorato as well. He made the 
case that he's in the best position to beat a 
Republican candidate next fell." 

Onorato, who raised $3.7 million in 
2009, is indeed the odds-on favorite. In 
the latest Franklin and Marshall poll, he’s 
ahead of Hoeffel by 6 percentage points. 
But herein lies the rub: Though he's lead- 
ing, Onorato has the support of only 1 1 
percent of respondents. Seventy-one per- 
cent are undecided. 

“Nobody has a clue who these candi- 
dates are," says Madonna. “It's the most 
low-key race for governor 1 can remember 
in decades ."Theoretically, in such a wide- 
open bout, anything could happen. 

"Things are going to work out,” says 
Hoeffel. “Dan [Onoratol and Jack 
(Wagner] aren't well-known here. They're 
going to need millions of dollars to even 
get on the map in the southeastern part of 
the state.” 

But what about getting himself on the 
map throughout the rest of the state? 

"Thankfully" says Hoeffel, “TV and 
radio ads in those places are much cheap- 
er than they are here." 

( holly.otterbein@citypaper.net ) 
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PHILLY VERSES 

THE WORLD 

\W ON A FREEZING night in Feb- 
. rnublllt: ruary, Philadelphia poet CA Conrad 

City learned to got anointed. 

love the poet. Thcre were no man - made thrones 

‘ or leafy laurels at the Institute of Con- 

temporary Art’s party for the release of his book, eo- penned by Frank 
Sherlock, The City Real & Imagined: Philadelphia Poems. 

Hell, this is the local scene we're talking about .And it’s not as if Conrad, 
equal parts cherubic and witchy, is the king of poetry — in Philly or oth- 
erwise — with a miter to hold and decrees to be writ into law. But like 
what happened to Andy Warhol when he showed his work at the ICA 
in 1965, you could sense something in the air. After years of readings 
at places like Bacchanal in the 1980s and North Star Bar in the '90s, 
the tides had changed — for Conrad, for the poets he befriends (“all my 
favorite poets ever are living and 10001,“ he says) and for Philadelphia 
poetry at large. 

From its expansion into venues erudite and hip to its increased out- 
reach through the Internet, Philly poetry is due for an uprising. 

"I’m patient and work and work and read and write and work and read 
and write,” says Conrad of the time he’s put in. “Rretry's the center of 
my world. So many people get into writing poetry, then give up because 
it doesn't fulfill some external desire, whatever that is.” 

Poetry in Philadelphia isn’t just anobsessive preoccupation for people 
like the activism-conscious Conrad. He’s publishing book after book 
and selling out those volumes. His 2009 Advanced Elvis Course (Soft 
Skull) scored him radio interviews and readings coast-to-coast — all of 
which might have to do with his mystical, dreamlike, savagely funny 
take on the myth and mirth of Presley-mania. Right before the King’s 
birthday in January, Conrad told me about his rebuttal to a group of 
nasty Elvis fanswho’d threatened the poet's life: He created a gay-heavy 
takeon“Jailhouse Rock” and published it on his Web site.The poem, 
which m akes John Rechy read like a Disney script, garnered Ad vanced 
Elvis Course even more publicity. 

“I’ve been pushed into fire mini-mainstream like a diseased guppy in 
a shark tank," he laughs while reminiscing about the flak that he — an 
aggressively out and radical homosexual — received for his queer take 
on the King. “Sharks don't want to even taste the diseased guppy, so I 
swim among their shit and surprise them by barfing on their teeth. It’s 
Elvis, after all, the force of a billion loving fans connecting all over the 
world in psychic space.” 

Notonly did Conrad receive theGilOtt Book Award forlast year’s Kafka- 
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esque The Book of Frank (Chax 
Press!; after its initial run, thatsame 
book got picked up by Wave Pub- 
lishing to be reissued in an ex- 
panded deluxe edition due out this 
summer. “The original publisher 
cou Id n't keep up with the dem and 
and let it sell out because he ran 
out of money,” says Conrad, who’ll 
add at least seven new poems to 
Frank’s freak show — which should 
only further fuel the fire for a colie c- 
tion that encapsulates the filth and 
beauty of the world as only Conrad 
could taste it. “It’s definitely a book 
where the semen of cowboys can 
finally be properly worshipped.” 

\\\ BUT IT'S NOT justradical 
writers like Conrad, and it's not 
just publishing. 

“Eight PhillySound poets came 
out with books in the past year,” 
says Frank Sherlock of his and 
Conrad’s P hilly-based poet pals, 
such as Ish Klein and Dorothea 
Lasky, who collectively run a Web 
site and podcast dedicated to their 



com).*Publishers finally have then- 
ear tuned to what’s been goingon in 
this city during our last decade.” 
Not since the mad dawn of the 
poetry-slamming '90s has free and 
rhythmic verse become the focus at 
so manydiversevenues.Not content 



slowest night with writers drunk- 
eilly spitting lousy verses to angry 
ears, poetry’s implicated itselfinto 
galleries, libraries and university 
writing centers with greatmomen- 
tum and greater audiences. 

The Free Library, which m akes 
poetry a force to be reckoned with 
at April’s annual Free Library Fes- 
tival, this year spotlights soulful 
Philly poetry mistress Sonia San- 
chez. "The woman's an institution, 
a trip and an Earth mother," says 
the Free Library’s booker, Andy 



Kahan, of snagging the local lu- 
minary and author of the newly 
published Morning Haiku (Bea- 
con) for the Fest. Better still is 
the Free Library’s long-running 
Monday weekly series. Monday 
Poets has picked up steam with 
a broader range of avant-garde 
writers joiningin the discussion 
— and crowded houses to go with 
it. “Perhaps it’s because sharing 
poetry’s become more accepted 
and commonplace," says Monday 
Poets organizer Amy Thatcher, 
that it’s no longer thought of as a 
"marginalized art form reserved 
for tenderfooted and serious- 
minded intellectuals.” 

Poetry readings in Philadelphia 
are a constant lb name just a few, 
venues include the Green line Cafe 
(with veteran Philly poet Leon- 
ard Gontarek at its helm). Mostly 
Books, UPerm’s Kelly Writers House, 
Moonstone Arts Center, Rocket 
Cat Cafe, Chapterhouse and even 
Conrad's own “Urchin" guerrilla 
series in which poets invade public 
spaces without waming.'Ihke that, 
flash mobs. 

“I was thinking about taking a 
break from hosting unti I the Green 
Line came along," says Gontarek, a 
legend ofHiiladelphia poet ty work- 
shops who’s hosted events ranging 
from political discussions to silly af- 
fairs in which poets read their own 
love letters and song lyrics from the 
'80s. At Green Line, Gontarek offers 
up a talk-show format where two 
“guests" alternate between read- 
ing and being interviewed by the 
hosts — he and Lisa Grunberger. 
“It takes it out of the traditional 
stand-at-a-podium-and-read pre- 
sentation, gives it anewsetting,”he 
says. People genuinely interested 
in poets get their chance to find 
out about them at the Green Line, 
and even unwitting patrons will 
stop and listen. “Forget Warhol's 





\\\ “Poetry's alive in 
Philadelphia, as writing, 
as community, as an 
expression of and an 
exercise in activism.” 



15 minutes,"Gontarek says — “we make eveiyone famous for 30 minutes 
here in West Philly.’ 

Still, there’s no quicker path to prominence than the Internet. And 
local poets — from Ish Klein and her YouTube “BOO! Show” to Thomas 
Devaney, who created the poetiy-filmmash-uponandonscreen.net — are 
hitting die road. 

“OnandOnScreen is relevant and fun, "says Devaney, who has already 
invited poets like Vincent Katz (painter Alex Katz's son) and Phill/s 
Julia Bloch to pair their written words with complementary video clips. 
“It’s a way to interface poetry with videos, which have become one of our 
common languages." 

Devaney has long understood poetry’s relevance and how important 
it is to advance it. A visiting assistant professor in poetry at Haverford 
College who also teaches creative writing at UPenn and who judged the 
poetry portion of City Paper’s most recent Writing Contest, Devaney is 
a published poet (A Series of Small Boxes, Letters to Ernesto Neto). “My 
own role in the scene has changed over the years," says Devaney, who’s 
produced everything from “LIVE at the Writers House" on WXPN to the 
February ICAreading thathelped launch Conrad and Sherlock’s poetic 
love letter to Philly, The City Real & Imagined. 

“What’s just as exciting "says Sherlock of this connectivity among poets, 
“is that there’s a younger group of poets who share our commitment to 
community and activist bend to poetry’s place in the world." 

But community — nay, a true sense of togetherness — hasn't always 
beat the norm. 

\\\ GONTAREK AND CONRAD in particular share vivid, often harsh 
memories of the darker, more dramatic days — like when someone tried to 
put a cigarette out on Etheridge Knight's face after a Bacchanal reading, 
or when Daniel Keiner narrowly averted being stabbed while reading 
a politically charged poem that rubbed an audience member the wrong 
way. Even after perform ance artist Ketan Ben Caeser passed Conrad the 
torch to his North Star Bar poetry nights in the '90s, the oddly violent, 
wholly unwelcoming atmosphere remained. “It was such a nightmare 
that I vowed to never run a series with livingpoets again," says Conrad. 
“I don't miss that stupidity." 

Nowadays, the subgenre need not fight so hard just to be heard. The 
present-day scene, at least as these working poets see it, is more about 
sharing than selfishness, freedom over fisticuffs. From that place of calm, 
a more fruitful atmosphere of reading and publishing has sprung. 

“Poetry's alive in Philadelphia, as writing, as community, as an expres- 
sion of and an exercise in activism," says Conrad. “It’s better now than 
it has ever been since I've lived here. There was so much drama when 
I first arrived. It's bizarre and makes for good stories, but poetry and 
community is far more valuable in ways that make bearable this stink- 
ing, sinking planet. Plato said that the poets should be banished from 
the city limits, but Tm glad he’s dead so that I don’t have to exert myself 
kicking his stupid ass." 

ta_amorosi@eitypaper.net ) 




YYY TALK WORDY TO M E EEiH“ 



DANIEL HOFFMAN 

(former U.S. Poet Laureate). Thu, April 
1, 7:30p.m., free, Swarthmore Public 
Library, 121 ParkAve.Swarthmore, 



1 4TH ANNUAL POETRY INK 

Sun, April 1 1 .noon, free, Moonstone Arts 
Center. I I0AS. 13th St, 215-735-9598, 



34TH STREET POETS 

Mon, April S,5:30p.m,free.Kelly 
Writers House, 3805 Locust Wblk.2 1 5- 
573-9748, writingupenn.edu. 



CHARLES BERNSTEIN 

Thu, April 8,6 p.m., free, Kelly Writers 
House, 3805 LocustWallt.21 5-573-9748, 
writipg.upenn.edu, 



CA CONRAD AND FRANK 



GERMANTOWN POETRY FESTIVAL 

Sat. April 1 7,2-5 p.m,free, Germantown 
Friends School, 3 1 W. Coulter St, 



SONIA SANCHEZ 

Sat, April 1 7, 1 pm, free, Free Library Festival, 
1901 Vine St, 2 15-686-532 2, freelibrary.org. 



SAPPHIRE 

Sun, April l8,noon, free, Free Library 



Sat, April 1 0,8 p,m„free, University of 
theArts, Connelly Auditorium at Terra 
Hall, 320 S. Broad St, uarts.edu. 



BOB PERELMAN 

Sun, April 18, 2p.m, free, Free Library 
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PARROT & OLIVIER 
IN AMERICA 

By Peter Carey 

Knopf 400 pp, J26. 95,Apn( 20 



FICTION \ VI Peter Carey is experi- 
enced and distinguished enough, with a 
dozen novela and a pair of Booker Prizes 

was getting into with Parrot & Oli tier 
in America . His latest is a thick, meaty 
period piece, inspired by Alexis de 
Tbcqueville's 1831 tour of the United 
States. It spices diy Jacksonian histoiy 
with period-appropriate picaresque. 
And, as the title hints, it's a buddy com- 
edy, complete with a mismatched toflee- 
nosed master and wily servant groping 
toward mutual respect and a flection in 
the strange, egalitarian atmosphere uf 
frontier America. The pitfalls of this 
premise am all loo obvious. Period fidel- 
ity restricts the outlandish imagination 
that built an outbackcathedral inOarar 
and Lucinda. Likewise, the alternat- 
ing-chapter master-servant pattern 
the buok followsmeana weaometimm 
spend time with eflete and self-delud- 
ing aristocrat Olivier that we would 
rather passwith Parrot, thesharp art- 
ist and forger sent to keep tabs on His 
Nibs. Despite these challenges, Carey’s 
skill wins out — both by presenting 
Hwqueville's trenchant observations on 
theAmerican character with acontem- 
porary credit-crunch hindsight, and by 

so deftly that history recedes into the 
background. —Justin Bauer 

COURAGE AND 
CONSEQUENCE 

By Karl Rove 

Simon & Schuster, 596 pp, VO. March 9 



POLITICS \\\ Beware, gentle reader 
— for all the sins committed before 



he ever took up his pen, Karl Rove's 
worst offense may be in destroying the 
joy of books altogether. “Books were 

Consequence: My Life a no Cunserrative 
in the Fight. “You can blame them for 
my love of politics, and the career it 
produced." Enough to make the most 
ardent librarian go a little P'ahrenhrnt 
451. That statement comes during a 
surprisingly revealing upening chapter 
on Rove's family background, includ- 
ing his parents' breakup and his moth- 
er's subsequent suicide. It wraps up, 
however, with an effortless slide into 
the sort ofoffense-as-defense attack 
that is the Kingmaker's specialty, 
denoundngjoumalists who reported 
on his father's alleged homosexuality 
as alt acking Rove himself. I t’s a tactic 
Rove uses throughou t the book, paint- 
ing himselfas woefully misunderstood 
— characterizing the underhanded 

shorthand for dirty tricks as little more 
than honest mistakes and journalistic 
smears. He wouldn't lowerhimselfto 
such tactics, he insists, because they 

this while slipping in long-refuted 
jabs at A1 Gore and Barack Obama 
makes his aw-shucks approach about 

ture because it doesn't work" while 
refilling your crystal waterboarding 
pitcher. Rove's canonizing of his presi- 
dent, who he refers to as having“more 
charm and charisma than is allowed 
by law" at their first meeting, becomes 
mare rabid and distorted as he defends 
the Iraq warand the administration's 
Katrina response. But wonkish read- 

may still find it easy to get wrapped 
modern politics’ most Machiavellian 



mind delights in numbers and strate- 
gies. — Shaun Brady 

a STILL MIDNIGHT 

By Denise Mira 

Lmle.0rawn.342 pp.,t24.99.March 22 



CRIME \\\No doubt, Scot I 1 author 
Denise Mina knocks out a right good 
sentence. I ler snappy dialogue trips just 
as quickly off the tongues uf criminals, 
cops and victims as the curses spill out 
in her main character's working-class 
Glaswegian accent. Still Midnight. 
Mina's latest tartan nair, is the first in 
a new and likely beloved series featuring 
coarse and conflicted detedive sergeant 
Alex Morrow. A botched kidnapping 
spins quickly offinto the parallel sto- 

chip on her shoulder as proudly asher 
stripes; Pat, the handsome amateur 
crim with a heart of gold; and Aamir, 
t he aging shopkeeper mistakenly kid - 
napped by bumbling Pat .All lough St ill 
Midnight has all the right noir ingre- 
dients — sordid streets, red herrings, 
bitter backstories, bigotry, injustice, 
curdled dreams and hardened heroes 

metaphors early in the novel, allow- 
ing her characters to wallow a little too 
long in their own neuroses before the 
story really starts cliddng.The novel is 
most absorbing when Morrow sets her 

investigation at hand. Unfortunately, 
Mina seems more interested in analyz- 
ingher cop's bilious afiect than paying 
much heed to the crime she's out to 
solve. — Char Van dermeer 

■ THE DAY I SHOT CUPID 

By Jennifer Love Hewitt 

Voice. 208 pp . 324 99. March 23 



SELF-HELP \wSumeonereallyneeds 
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lo loll Jennifer Love Hewitt that writ- 
ing books makes her ass look fat. Not 
since the publication of Richard Speck's 
She's Really Not That Into You. So Why 
Not Purchase a Ski Mask and S, me 
Duct Ihpc has a more ill-conceived 
collection of dating and relationship 
advice been unleashed upon the public. 
Calling Hewitt's first venture int o the 
world of writing a “breezy read" would 
be likecalling AdolfHitler a“wee bit of 
an anti-Semite"; The average Wasilla 
High dropout could finish thiscolleriion 
of lists, single-page quotes, cartoons 
and workout tips (yes, workout tips) 
in under an hour. The chapter dealing 
with the “Thxting or Sexing" debateisa 
lengthy three pages long although its 
socringingly poorly written that it feels 
as il'you'reworking your way through 
the Bhagavad Gita. While The Day I 
Shot Cupid: Hello, My Name is Jennifer 
Love Hewitt and I'm a Lovenhohc fails 
on the romantic-advice level, it suc- 
ceeds brilliantly ns a document of the 
madness that gripped the American 

thank you, Jennifer H.P. Lovecr aft 

Hewitt. — Rodney Anonymous 

■ BITE ME: A LOVE STORY 

By Christopher Moore 

Wiliam Mormw.320 pp., S2399. March 23 



FICTION \\\ Something’s askew 
in the universe when Twilight scribe 
Stephanie Meyer rides thebat-oulta- 
hell vampire train to J.K. Rowling-level 
fame and fortune while a truly brilliant 
(Talisman — Christopher Moore— toils 
in ( relative) obscurity. 1 Es thiid vampire 
romp. Bile Me: A Love Story, continues 
where Bloodsucking Fiends ( 1 995 ) and 
You Suck (2007) lefloff, with the adven- 
tures onbnuqy Floodthishot vampgiri- 
friend, Jody; their Goth min ion, Abby 








707 Chestnut St. , Phila 
215.925-5555 chifarestaurant.com 



Chif a is now serving a new Lunch Menu that includes an affordable 
$12.50 Express Lunch, featuring two courses of Chef Garces’ 
Latin-Asian cuisine. Lunch is served Monday through Saturday 
from 11:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. Guests can also order a la carte; 
menu items include ceviches, dim sum, salads, sandwiches and 
more. Lunch dishes range in price from $6 to $12. 






CEVICHE 

Big Eye Tuna Ceviche 16 
coconut, pickled fresno, kecap manis 






DIM SUM 

Empanada 11 
sweet chile reduction. 



shaved 





Ecuadorian Ceviche 10 
shrimp, yellow tomato, avocado 



BBQ Hibs 12 

cured, char sui glaze, daikon, peanuts 



Hiramasa Tiradito 10 

charred pineapple, ginger, mustard espuma 



Chicken Wings 11 
spicy garlic ginger sauce 




Bouse Green Salad 6 

leafy greens, sweet chile vinaigrette, 



EXPRESS LUNCH 12.50 

All items also available a la carte 

FXRS!T ( choose ons) Duck Salad 11 

nchy sesame crispy duck, orange, yuzu 



Solterito 7 Thai Beef Salad 6 

Ensalada de Atun 9 

marinated tuna, egg, avocado, tomato, aji-ponzu vinaigrette 
Second (choose one) 




Pork Belly 3anh Mi 7 

pickled carrot, cilantro, spicy mayo, toasted baguette 
Thai Sausage Sandwich 8 

house-made sausage, avocado, pickled papaya, toasted baguette 
Bocadillo De Polio 8 

grilled chicken, spicy chile, cucumber, sesame, toasted baguette 



Bed Curry 11 

coconut, jasmine rice, tofu, eggplant 
Pho 10 

beef broth, brisket, crispy garlic, jalapeBo, sprouts 
Shrimp Noodle Bowl 11 

flat white noodle, rocoto cream, bacon, parmesan, green peas 



Chifa Burger 9 

shiitake ketchup, charred scallions, cilantro mayo 




GARCES 

RESTAURANT 

GROUP 



AMAH DISTRITO TINTO 



Authentic Spemsh Tapes 
217 Chestnut St . Phila 
21S.625.24S0 






116 S. 20* St.. Phila 
21S.665.9150 



CHIFA 



▼IL&ACMB 

WMISMEf 



GARCES 

TRADING Co. 



215.925.S555 

chjfarestaurant.com 



11SS. 20* St.. Phila 
21S.665.1088 



Gourmet Market & Cafe 
1111 Locust St.. Phila 
215.S74.1099 
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Normal; Chet the Giant I tairieas Cat; 
and The Animals, Tommy’s posse of 
night-shift shelfstockers turned vam- 
pire Gghlera. Moore, aulhor oflasl year's 
Shake.s])i‘ are -inspired Fool, pens the 
anti-7lei%/i/:These vamps do precious 
little whining, instead quipping and 
fucking nonslop while battling vampire 
kitties, assisted by an orange-socked 
samurai andThe Em pens- of San Fran- 
cisco la street dweller who, like several 
characters, also pops up in Moore's 
non-v ampire novels — an extra treat 
for fans). Moore's bloodsuckers follow 
genre rules, ofcourse, with a few twists 

a talent for“misting" — becoming fog 
to escape trouble. Imagine an R-rated 
Buffy, a funny True Blood, a Twilight 
minus all that angsly posing and you're 
still only hallway to Bite Me'n down-and- 
dirty grown-up fun. — Mark Cofta 

■ THE MAN WHO 
ATE HIS BOOTS 

By Anthony Brandt 
Knopf, 396 pp, $28.95, March 2 



HISTORY TY\ The cold, arctic winds 
and serious snowfall that blanket 
Anthony Brandi's new work of non- 
look pretty tame. The Man Who Ate 
His Boots puts readers in theshoesof 
the amateur Royal Navy explorers as 
they set out on a quest for a shortcut 
toAsia through thechilly waters north 
of Canada alter the Napoleonic wats. 
The book follows three main trends, 
and one harsh reality, of the British 
pursuit: the search for a quick and 
profitable circumspection ofSpanish 
Central a nd South America in the 17th 



British national character following 
their defeat of Napoleon in the early 
18th century; and finally, people get- 
tingtrapped and eating other people. 
Peppered into these thematic bases 
are lengthy explanations of the poli- 
tics, people and logisticsinvolvedin 
the main push north between 1818 
and 1850. While these give invalu- 
able insight, they are slow interludes 
between the much more harrowing 
adventures of John Ross, Edward 
Rsny and the man with the boo t in his 

■ YOUR PRESENCE IS 
REQUESTED AT SUVANTO 

By Maile Chapman 
Graywolf. 25 6 pp, $23, March 30 



FICTION \\\ Maile Chapman’s de- 
but novel makes a great case for com- 
manding titles. Your Presence Is Re- 
queried at Suvanto — yikes! The vety 

Suvanto. an early-20th-cenlury con- 
valescent hospital, where Finnish and 
American women rest their troubled 
bodies and minds. No surprise, a] 1 is 

be difficult, and often inscrutable, 
as they band together against their 
caretakers, unsettling even Sunny 

has escaped troubles of her own in 
America. With the arrival of a par- 
ticularly unruly patient named Julia, 
and an American gynecologist harbor- 
ing progressive ambitions, the atmo- 
sphere ofSuvanto, already laden with 

impossible to control. “One danger of 
ominously, “is that all the world, even 



NOIRTOWN 



Two Philadelphia 
crime novelists 
shoot it out. 



\\V OUR OLD BOSS DuaneSwier- 
czynski is on a crime fiction spree. 
There was 2005’s Secret Dead Men , 
The Wheelman in '06, The Blonde 
in '07 and, of course, 2008’s gritty 
Severance Package — about a boss 
who plans to kill his employees. (Hey, 
didn’t he work at CP when he wrote 
that?) His new on e,Expiration Date 
(Minotaur, March 30), looks to be 
another bloody thrill ride, and one 
influenced by his dayjob as a writer 
for Marvel comics. Where Swierczv’ s a 
grizzled old veteran, Dennis Tafoya is a relative rookie just out of the acad- 
emy Following up his impressive t)9 debut, 77/r Dope Thief, will be The Wolves 
ofFainnountPark (Minotaur, June 22), Since Tafoya and Swierczynskiare 
sittingat their computers anyway, we asked them to interview each other 
about the biz, the books and the city that inspires them to kill. 




DUANE SW1ERCZYN SKI: Wliv aren't there moreofus? And by VI mean 
Phil ly crime writers? 

DENNIS TAFOYA: Maybe it's because we can't hold on to people generally, 
so our writers wander away to other towns before they get an appreci ation 
for just how fertile the city is for crime writers. . . .We’re the city that spawned 
David Goodis, but we’d rather talk abou t how cool Fishtown is, and our 
Stephen Starr restaurants and Manayunk and die statues all over town. 

You do a ton of research into Philly histoiy. Do you see yourself writing 
historical fiction set here? 



DS: Funny you mention that. I have been working on a hardboiled historical 
novel set in Philly — but it's still in the early stages, and I’m superstitious 
about talking about books before they’rewritten.That said. I’m a huge Philly 
histoiy nerd and obsessed with this city’s past. If I had a time machine, I 
wouldn’t go back and kill, say. Hitler. I’d go back and walk around Philly 
and look at everything. (This probably makes me a bad person.) 

Speakingofbreakingout of genre, Fve heard from areliablesourcetand 
this “reliabl e source "may have been you)that when you wrote Dope Thief, 
you didn'treally consider yourself a crime writer. Is this true? 

DT :Yeah. when I wrote Dope Thief l diought I was writing a literary novel 
with criminals in it, but my agent was the one who said, “Oh, no, this is a 
crime novel." ... I have to say that now I love being identified as a crime 
writer. Fve always been a littie obsessed with (real) crime and been a huge 
fan of writers like Elmore Leonard and Charles Willeford and Lawrence 
Block, and I think those guys have a ton to teach me. If I ever produce a 
novel that’s half as good as The Hunted or When the Sacred Ginmill Closes, 
I’ll die happy. 

You’ve written nonfiction, you write Cable and a bunch of other comic 
series for Marvel, and now Expiration Date looks to stretch out ofthe crime 
genre to science fiction — would you like to try other genres? 

DS: Definitely. I think of my novels and comics as a big pot of soup. The 
main ingredient, for lack of a better term, is “thrillei'’ — in other words, 
stories where bad stuffhappens to interesting people. Sometimes 111 add 
heavy doses of espionage, sometimes it’s horror, often it’s black comedy. 
In Expiration Date, it's a big shaker full of sci-fi. But I can't help coming 
back to Philly, even with the stranger stories. 

(editoriaK&city paper. net) 

*DuaneSwierczynski will sign copirxo/'Expiration Date Sun., April 11.2 p.m.. at Port 
Richmond Bookstore, 3037 Richmond St., 21 6-926- 3385, portrichmondhooks.com. 
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our post-feminist limes, we tend to ro- 
ignore it altogether, but Chapman's 

us of the personal pains endured on 
that road to progress — and the roaring 
silence of the female body just before it 
found its voice — Katherine Hill 



■ THE DARK END 
OF THE STREET 

Edited by Jonathan Sandofer 
and S.J. Rozan 

Bloomsbury. 204 pp, $1 6. May 1 1 



STORIES \\\ Neither especially titil- 
lating nor thrilling, the entries in The 
Dark End of the Street New Stories of 
Sex and Crime are rarely the stuff of 
sexy noir. The subtitle promises tales 
to get the heart racing, but there is loo 
little Kiss Kins Bang Bang in these 
pages. It’s possibly damning with faint 
praise to say that Michael Connelly's 
■The Perfect Triangle'' may be the best of 
the bunch. His story ofa lawyerhelping 
out astripper he’s smitten with is pulpy 
andsahsfying. Other highlights include 
Laura Lippman's "Tricks.'' about a con 
artist gigolo and his mark, and editor 
SantIofers - Ben & Andrea & Evelyn 
& Ben." which features an adulterer 
whose inability to keep it in his pants 
leadsto murder. But while the concept of 
the collection — sex and crime, broadly 
defined — allows for all kindsofgenres 
and interpretations, a majority of the 



Y. K. Lee's "Deer” seems more suitable 
for The New Yorker than this volume. 
Moreover, when Francine Prose opens 
The Beheading" with,“Aaachild,I was 
fascinated by dccapilation,"one might 
expect it tobe provocative, oral, least 
interesting. But like most of the sto- 
ries in Dark End of the Street , it simply 



comes up short. — Gary H. Kramer 

C SOLAR 

By Ian McEwan 

Non ATolese. 304 pp, J 26.95. March 30 



FICTION \\\ Spanning over nine 
years in the life of scientist Michael 
Beard.Sb/argivesitselfplentyoftime. 
and roan, to delve deeply into the pro- 
tagonist's psyche. Beard's brain despite 

uncomfortable place to be Solar pres- 

i radically intent upon saving the world 
as a distraction from his own personal 
drama. As is now his forte, oral least 
trademark, author Ian McEwan focuses 
an unflinching lens on the oftentimes 
surprising ways humanity expresses 

cranny of Beard's character. McEwan 

an out-of-place trip to the Arctic) and 
overly detailed ( in accounts of every 
single meal), occasionally employing 
contrived plot devices I readers be 
wamed:The book’s back blurb whit tles 
out about two-thirdsoftheplot. requir- 
ing patience to reach the end). Despite 
these shortcomings, the character of 
Beard, and his endless self-absorption, 
remains engrossing and believable. 
Fbr all his flaws. Beard is perversely 
sympathetic.aswe watch in suspense 
while the many elements ofhis life 
— multiple affairs, research on solar 
energy and other surprises — build to a 
train-wreck finale. — Emily Currier 

L CONTESTED WILL 

By James S. Shapiro 

Simon & Schuster. 339 pp. S2t April 6 



HISTORY \\\ JamesShapim, Shakes- 



sily, admits that the controversy over 
theliteraiy authorshipofBardic works 
is too vast to rover in one volume. With 
Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare f 
he doesn'tseek to solve any mysteries. 

comedy and tragedy ..f errors. 
Adding credence to fakes were the ex- 
istence of bastard plays and theearly 

collaborations. And of course, scandal 
— that anyone from Christopher Mar- 
lowe to the Earl of Oxford were ghost 
writers — and rumors — that Will's 
inside knowledge of the court can be 

ship with the Virgin Queen — abound. 
How's that for Shakespearean? With a 
rogue’s gallery ofliteratiand Shakes- 
pearean scholars from every century 
hence to back him up, Shapiro's witty 
investigation into these known theo- 
ries is conducted with peerless author- 
ity; simply, it's a history of the quest 
to prove and disprove if Shakespeare 
was Shakespeare. Shapiro not only re- 
pairs the historical record of literary 
ronspiracy.but reveals the reasons, both 
academic and mythic, why they will 
never die. —Lew is Whittington 

Q THE BOY WITH THE 
CUCKOO-CLOCK HEART 

By Mathias Malzieu 

Knopf, 1 72 pp.,$22.95.March 2 



FICTION \\\ The title sounds like 

band, and for good reason: Mathias 
Malzieu moonlights as frontman of 
the dark, romantic French rock quintet 
Dionysos. His novel is set to theunin- 
spiring Lhemeofbqy meets girl, falls for 
girl, loses girl, and on andon.The plot, 
then, becomes merely a thin spine that 
supports the rich imagery and charm- 



ing idea ofa heart, being replaced with 
a wooden clock. Jack is the poor sap 
with the prosthetic beater who scours 
Europe forMissAcacia, the flame who 
sets his little cuckoo clock ablaze. But 

characters: the wi tch-doctor midwife 
who delivered him and performed the 
great organ switch; her friend with 
the rusty spine and eggshells full of 

what they are); and a lovesick magi- 
cian. Jade and his lady are teenagers 
in this 19th-century romance, which 
only ups theante on the angsty, brood- 
ing, emo feel. It's easy to imagine that, 
were the story set in modern times, the 
only difference would be that they'd 
both be wearing eyeliner and snap- 
ping scowly MySpace photos in the 
bathroom mirror. —Julia West 

n DAWN OF THE 
DREADFULS 

By Steve Hockensmlth 

Quirk. 287 pp. $12.95, March 23 



FICTION \\\ Steve Hockensmith's 
prequel to Quirk Books'hugely success- 
ful Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 
reignites a geeky love of all things 
Jane Austen — and all things undead. 
Hockensmith — this time with no help 
from an original Austen text — intro- 
duces us to the Bennet family, who 
begin preparing themselves for zombie 
warfare after they witness a corpse 
thrashing his way out ofa coffin. We 
come to understand how the Bennet 
girls — so sweet and thoughtful in 
Austen's original — got schooled in 
monster murder, to hilarious efTect. 
Asthe girls’ prissy uppcr-olassworld 
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appetite 

AMERICA 



FEED HARVEY 

ifctUBniS Hospitality EnpinTk 
C.rU.Jat ,b» Wild Weil 

TEPHBN FRIED 
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parts — gel munched on with grue- 
some delight by the previously dead. 
All the while. [Iockensmith's wholly 
original novel maintains a proper 




with delicate butterfly nets. It’s this 
ripe — and perhaps slightly twisted 
— contradiction to such a deliciously 
violent world that pushes Duurt of the 
Dreadfuls beyond standard second- 



some of American history’s most iconic 
figures: Susan B. Anthony. Charles 
Lindbergh, Jay Gould and Judy Gar- 

tipleprcsidents.The book is engagingly 

oforiginal Fred Harvey recipes — the 
orange pancakes alone sound worthy 
of an empire. — Sam Kaplan 

ILUSTRADO 

By Miguel Syjuco 
Farrar, Srrous & Groux. 320 pp, 

$26 April 27 



APPETITE FOR AMERICA 

By Stephen Fried 



NONFICTION WXWhalwssitliketo 
be an American traveling cross-coun- 
try in the laic 1800s? According to Fred 
Harvey, it sucked. As Stephen Fried 
tells it in Appetite for America: Hour 
Visionary Businessman Fred Harvey 
Built a Railroad Hospitality Empire 
That Civilized the Wild West, Harvey 

that lined the nation's railways. So. 
over the next half-century, he built an 
empire of rail -side eateries and hotels 
that became famous for their service 
and quality. But that’s not all: Along 
the way, Harvey basically invented 
the Grand Canyon as a tourist des- 
tination, jump-started the American 
Indian preservation movement, helped 
develop the National Park system and 
even became oneofthe nation’s largest 
employersof women. Fried traces the 
growth of the Fred Harvey company 

to the huge conglomerate it became, 
using the narratives of the Harveys 
— Fred Harvey, son Ford and grandson 
Freddy — to guide the story. Along the 



FICTION WVThis amazingly inven- 
tive debut novel, winner of the 2008 
Man Asian literary Prize, is a mur- 
der mystery heavy on autobiography 
thal strains the limits ofself-conscious 
metafiction. Similarin style to Junot 
Diaz and early Dave Eggers, Miguel 



literary aspirations. Most surprising is 
that Svjua) has writtenhimself into the 
book, as a main character compiling a 
biography of recently killed Filipino 
literary genius Crispin Salvador. The 
raw creativity that makes Salvador 
seem real is a truly remar kableaccom- 
plishment. The problem is that Syjuco 
splinters the novel into separate plot 
lines and alternating voices as he 
tries to cover centuries of cultural 
and political ground, and the modem 
Filipino diaspora, without finding a 
way to sustain the powerofthe brilliant 
prologue about Salvador. Instead, loo 
many pages are devoted to personal 
dramas about a baby and a coke habit 
and sarcastic worldly wisdom. A clever, 
final twist justifies only someofall the 
flashy literary games. While Syjuco 

gambling big — Matt Jakubowski 
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TRIPLE PLAY 

HARRY THE K 

\\\ COMING OUT LESS than a yearaftet’Harry Kalas 
died in a Washington broadcast booth, Horry the ICTIte 
Remarkable Life of Harry Kakts is anytiiingbuta hagi- 
ography. Phillies beat writer Randy Miller expounds 
upon Kalas'Tifelong addictions — alcohol, cigarettes and 
carousing’' ;his takingup with eventual second wife Eileen 
while still married to his first; and the disintegration of 
his friendship with colleague Chris Wheeler. Thebiogra- 
phy also details Harry’s declining health in his final months; he’d already 
suffered a '“silent’ heart attack" months before calling the last pitch of fire 
2008 World Series. Millerinterviews a wide array, but his narrative is full of 
redundancies and loose facts, hi Hie end, loyal fans would ratherre member 
Harry for kinder moments — like providing personalized voice-overs for 
fans’ answering machines — and acts ofgenerosity. —Andrew Milner 

■ By Randy M liter. Run ring Press. 336 pp., $2 4.95, March 9 

THE BULLPEN GOSPELS 

\\\ DIRK HAYHURST ISa major league pitchei; but not 
the kind anyone would grab for their fantasy baseball 
team. His careerconsistsofonly three starts and 22 relief 
appearances, and after recent shoulder surgery, he’ll 
be out for most of the Toronto Blue Jays’ 2010 season. 

Reviews for his debut book have been more promising: 

Sportswriters have offered high praise for The Bullpen 
Gospels, in which Hayhurst chronicles his 2007 season 
with the San Diego Padres. He gets along with his teamm 
apart from them, too (he’s older, he doesn’t drink, he’s saving himself for 
marriage. The highlights oft he book are his team mates ’ s tones, which could 
have been lifted straight from Old School — lots of booze, nudity, vomit, 
sex, pranks and nicknames. The Bullpen Gospels isn’t groundbreaking 
like Jim Bouton's Raff Four or a tell-all like Jose Canseco’s Juiced, but it's 
engaging and will get readers excited about opening day It might also be 
the best baseball book since John Albert’s Wrecking Crew. — Matt Hotz 

■ By Dirk Hayhurst, Cttodel. 340pp.,$l 4.95, March 30 

THE EASTERN STARS 

\\\ NOAUTHOR HAS ever been more at home writing about fish than 
Mark Kurlansky (Cod, Salt). Not that the skill comes in handy in a book 
ostensibly about the transformative effects ofbaseball on tiny San Pedro 
de Macons (aka “The Cradle of Shortstops”). The book’s examination 
of Dominican history — from pre-colonial through the bloody Trujillo 
dictatorship to the present — is enlightening. But the baseball sections 
of The Eastern Stars: How Baseball Changed the Dominican Town of 
San Pedro de Macoris — particularly those driven by reportage — are 
composed with what could graciously be described as an elementary 
understanding of the game. (That the book's appendix ofSan Ft dro major 
leaguers is riddled with errors further torpedoes its bona tides.) Kurlansky 
doesn’t seem to know what kind of book he wanted to write — a history, a 
sociological tract, a bio — and ultimately fails to deliver on the promise 
of the subtitle. He concludes with file lure of MLB money which is just 
the starting point for this discussion . — Brian Howard 

■ By Mark Kurlansky. Rivcrhead. 288 pp . $25.95, April IS 
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T he three-year, fully acorcdi ted master's degree acupuncture program at tlic Won 
Institute prepares you for a worthwhile eareerin a field with growingemployment 
opportunities in integrative medical centers. Acupuncture combines the 
personal satisfaction gained from being part ofa healing profession with the security 
of a recession-resistant occupation in an ever-expanding area of healthcare. You will 
have excellent earning potential either in your own practice or with others. Start your 
career at OTEte.teonin.srirure.edu or email admissims@wnninstitute.edu. 



PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY OFFERS ACCELERATED 
DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 



L ooking for enhanced career options? Admission into a master's program? 
1’hiladclphia University's Accelerated Degree Completion Program can help 
adults who have some college credits, but nodegrec, finish their degree and 
realize their dreams. 

AdulLs can make the most of their prior college education, professional and life 
experience, and motivation to succeed. Rolling admissions and five terms per year 
mean students can apply at any time, and courses uan lie completed in as little as 
eight weeks. Flexible features put a bachelor’s degree within reach as quickly as a 
student's schedule permits. 

The program accommodates a wide variety of career interests. Accelerated liS 
degree programs arc offered In Behavioral and Health Services, Health Sciences, 



Health Services Management, Human Resource Management, Information 
Technology, l.aw Enforcement Leadership, Leadership in Emergency Services, 
( irganizational leadership, and Pre-MBA. Courses can be taken at the main campus 
in East Falls. Philadelphia, or at The Bucks County Technology Paris in Trevose, 
Pa.. The program also offers several online courses each term. 

Schedule an appointment now with an academic advisor. The next term begins 
June 7, 2010 and future terms begin on September 11 and November 13. For 
more information, please call 215-951-2900, email evening® pliilau.edu. or visit 
www.philau.edu/cnutinuiiigcd . 



THE ART INSTITUTE OF PHILADELPHIA FASHIONS THE 
GRAPHIC AND CULINARY ARTISTS RROW 



T he Art Institute of Philadelphia is a private college in Center City Philadelphia 
with an enrollment of over 3,500 students in the fall of 2009. The college 
offers Bachelor of Science degrees in Advertising, Audio Production , Culinary 
Management, Digital Filmmaking & Video Production, Fashion Design, Fashion 
Marketing. Graphic Design. Industrial Design Technology, Interior Design, Media 
Arts 8t Animalk in. Photography. Visual Effects 8: Motion Graph ies. and Web Design & 
Interactive Media. Students may also earn Associate of Science degrees in Culinary 
Arts, Digital Filmmaking & Video Production, Fashion Design, Fashion Marketing, 
Graphic Design, Interior Design, Photography, Visual Merchandising, and Web Design 



advertising stipple 



Creative Lifelong 
Learning Begins 



Here -► © 




The Division of Continuing Studies offers 
lifelong learning opportunities through 
arts education in the following areas: 

1. Continuing Education 

CE offers classes and workshops in Art + Design, 
Digital Technology. Education. Movement + 
Dance, Music, Theater and Writing for adults 
in the evenings and on weekends. Certificate 
programs and online courses are also available, 
as well as several short courses designed 
specifically for the busy summer schedule. 

2. Pre-College Programs + Outreach 

The Pre-College Summer Institute offers 
comprehensive programs for rising juniors and 
seniors in Acting, Art + Media Exploration, Dance, 
Music Studies and Musical Theater. Programs 
are one, two or four weeks in July, and four- 
week programs offer college credit. 

3. The Professional Institute for Educators 

This summer, in addition to regular course 
offerings, PIE presents ArtsWeek - one-week 
studio intensives in Wayne, Reading and 
Philadelphia. ArtsWeek is designed for educators 
Who want to refine art-making and media-specific 
skills, explore the application of media into the 
curriculum, and learn how to engage all students 
through focused arts experiences. 



For more information email cs@uarts.edu or 
call 215.717.6006 cs.uarts.edu 



continuingstudies 

The University of the Arts 





tic Interactive Media. Diploma programs are offered in Baking fv Pastry and 
Culinary Arts. 

Educational programs at The Art Institute of Philadelphia provide balanced, 
quality education in applied arts technology and techniques, related business 
practices, and general education. Prom curriculum to equipment, programs 
provide students with the skills necessary to join their chosen career fields. 

Each year. The Art Institute of Philadelphia graduates hundreds of designers, 
animators, photographers, and digital media artists. Fashion graduates seek 
careers in design, retail, management, and display. Culinary and baking programs 
prepare graduates for entry-level employment as chefs or kitchen managers. 



INTERNATIONAL HOUSE PHILADELPHIA: 
CULTURAL ENRICHMENT FOR ALL 



F ounded almost 100 years ago in 1910, International I louse Philadelphia is an 
independent, non-profit organization that is home to nearly 400 students, 
scholars, and interns from over 05 countries. Today, I HP provides more than 
1 50 cultural, educational, and social programs that assist its residents, and other 
international students and scholars, with their adjustment to America n society 
and life in Philadelphia while encouraging the cross-cultural understanding and 
leadership skills necessary to succeed in today's global economy. To learn more 
about HIP Housing opportunities and upcoming Arts and Programming events, 
please visit www.ihousephilly.org or call 215-387-5125. 




W hether you want to start on a new career path or advance ill your 
current position, earn a degree or take a class for personal enrichment. 
Community College of Philadelphia invites you to explore our more than 
7 1) degree and certificate programs. Get on your path to possi bilities today. 



Z ENTER A WORLD OF ART AND CULTURE WITH 
THE VIOLETTE DE MAZI 



A re you intimidated by art? Do you spend more time reading a painting's 
description than actually looking at the painting? Do you ever wonder 
how to judge quality in art? The Violette de Mazia Foundation suggests 
that before you can begin to understand the meaning of art. you must first learn 






Need Pdwer td dd? 



get it at 

PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY. 
I DID. 



Transfer up to 72 credits • Eight-week courses ■ Five terms per year 
• Availability of online courses • Up to 30 credits for prior learning 
experiences. • Philadelphia University's Accelerated Degree Completion 
Program for Adults offers nine programs that can put your bachelor's 
degree within reach as quickly as your schedule permits. 




Nine accelerated programs: 



• Behavioral and Health Services 

• Health Sciences 

• Health Services Management 

• Human Resource Management 

• Information Technology 



• Law Enforcement Leadership 
■ Leadership in Emergency 

Services 

• Organizational Leadership 

• Pre-MBA 



Main Campus: The Tuttleman Center, 

School House Lane & Henry Avenue, 

Philadelphia (East Falls) 

Saturday, April 10 10 a.m. to noon 

Wednesday, April 14 6 to 8 p.m. 

Bucks Campus: Bucks County Technology Park, 
4800 Street Road (South Entrance) 

Thursday, April 8 6 to 8 p.m. 

Jacqueline McDuffie '07, BS in Behavioral 
and Health Services, United States Army 

"Philadelphia University takes the adult learning 
experience seriously. It's an enriched-learning, 
experience-sharing environment where previous 
experience counts. I wanted to finish my BS quickly 
before being deployed again and I did. My goal is a 
master's in psychology and I'm well on my way." 



For more information call 215.951.2900 or email evening(a | PhilaU.edu. 





Fencing Academy of Philadelphia, i« 



fap-fencing.com 

215-382-0293 



Beginner to to 



Wf 
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Wakisha Charter 

0 W. Jefferson Street . 267-940-4 



Classes begin April 12 



ESCAPE THE NORM 



www.theclaystudio.org 

137-139 NORTH SECOND STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106 



Wakisha Charter School 

Illuminating a Path Towards Excellence 



Receive your degree. Realize your dream. 
www. P hilaU.edu/continutinged 






the language of art. Our courses, held at various venues throughout the region, are 
ongoing and are appropriate for all who are interested in furthering their aesthetic 
knowledge through creative thinking. The course focus is on painting and sculpture 

credit hours are provided upon completion of our Part 1 and Part 11 courses. See 
our corresponding ad in this issue of City Paper to learn more about our upcoming 
summer program, “Why Art Matters: Informed Perception for Teachers.” Call 
610-971-9960 or visit www.dernazia .org to get in-depth information about our 
additional courses in art appreciation. 

E ver dreamed of learning to throw clay on a potter's wheel? Need to earn 
Act 48/NJ Professional Development credits? The Clay Studio has the 
perfect solution; we offer classes, clay camps, workshops and events for 
all ages and skill lcvels.Clay Studio students learn new skills and fire up their 
creativity while having fun ! Our artist instructors offer patient encouragement 
while guiding students of all skill levels through the basics of handbuilding and 
wheel throwing, glazing and firing, functional pottery, sculpture, and tiles. 

For more information, schedules, or to register for one of our one-day events, 
check the website at %cwv>. theclaystudio.org or call 215-925-3453. 

The Clay Studio is Philadelphia’s premier non-profit dedicated to advancing the 
ceramic arts and creating enriching experiences for the local community. 



• Tho beat dads on single and private rooms 
and apartments in University City 

• Flexible leases 

• Free arts and cultural events on-site 

• Wireless Internet access ard on-sile computer 

• Ftee hmt and ar-remdmnnno 

• Cable TV hook-up provided 



• Student cantor mode lounge and game 

• Brand new coTee bar end cate 

• Controlled access bcycle room 

• On-sile laundry lacil tm 

• Open 366 days a year 

• ?4-nour security ana maintenance 

• Wa king distance to shops, restaurants, 
«nd museums in Center City 



AVAILABILITY LIMITED. 

APPLY NOW FOR SUMMER AND FALL HOUSING. 

Call 215.895.6540, e-mail hcusing@ihphilly.org or visit www.ihcusephilly.org 

INTER NATONAl MOUSE PHIlAOElPMIA* 3701 CHESTNUT STREET • PMILAOEtPHIA 



0 DISCOVER THE SPORT OF A LIFETIME AT THE FENCING 
ACADEMY OF PHILADELPHIA 



T ired of the latest fitness fad? Try fencing; a martial art which offers a 
lifetime of intellectual and physical challenge. The Fencing Academy of 
Philadelphia has provided training for beginners to world champions, 
aged eight to aged eighty, for over 20 years in Philadelphia and its suburbs. 
Fencing is both a hard workout and a great way to meet and interact with 
other people. Unlike in most exercise classes, you literally "get in touch" with 
your training partner. You become “engaged" and learn how to "get your point 
across," because that's how you score! Fencing is one of the safest but most 
demanding sports you will ever learn. 







CREATE A 

FUTURE 



Pursue your creative passion at The Art Institute of 
Philadelphia. Whichever program of study you choose, 
enjoy and ultimately enhance your life's path as you 
begin your journey on a career to last a lifetime. 




AS 



The Art Institute of Philadelphia' 



I 



AMERICAHTALY SOCIETY [ 
OF PHILADELPHIA | 



Spring Italian Classes April 5th - June 1 1th 
10 week course only S 290 
Adult Classes: 

10 week course, 12 levels, only S 290 
One week intensive course, 3 levels, only $ 250 
Grammar Workshops on selected Mondays 
Full Immersion Saturdays 
Children's Classes (4-7 Years Old) 

ALSO: 

Classical Music Concerts, Contemporary Italian Movies, Lectures And Fun! 



1420 WALNUT STREET, SUITE 310 

215-735-3250 INFO@AISPHlLA.ORG WWW.A1SPH1LA ORG 





I The vioiette Why Art Matters: 
o^Mazia Informed Perception 

| Foundation for Teachers 

June 29 - August 5, Tuesdays andThursdays from 10am -2 pm. 

.s Location: La Salle University Art Museum 
% 1900West Olney Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 

S This 12-session course is designed for teachers who wish to 
£ learn the objective method of art appreciation and prepare 
| lesson plans to use during the school year, while exploring 
J the unique Art Museum at La Salle University. 



Course Value - 

Amount Subsized by VdMf - 
Cost for PA Teachers - 



$400.00 

-S200.00 

$200.00 




Visit our website at www.demazia.org to download an 
* I application or call 610-971-9960 for additional information. 

Forty-two (42) Act 48 credit hours are provided through the 
sponsorship of the Philadelphia Arts in Education Partnership and the 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts upon completion of this course. 

Vioiette de Mazia Foundation • 400 E. Lancaster Ave., 
Suite 204 • Wayne, PA 19087 





A Worthwhile 



Career 


WHAT ARE 

UAI 1 


Acupuncturist: 

Worth (monetary value): good earning 


in hospitals and medical centers; 
owning your own practice. 


Uu 


job satisfaction, committed, caring, and 
competent alternative m Mel no practitioner. 


MISSING 


Interested? 

Fall desses now forming at the 
Vfon insatute for the accredited 


OUT ON 


Master's Degree in Acupuncture 

Email us at admisUore^woni rewrite ed u 

April 15 at 6:30; Apm24 at Noon 


TODAY? 

^ CP LIST 

ONLY AT CITYPAPER.NET/#DO_ IT .TODAY 


www.woninstitute.edu 

Won Institute 137 S. Easton Rd 
Oanside, PA 19038 215-884- 8942 




degree and 
certificate programs 
— endless possibilities 





3 WAK1SHA CHARTER SCHOOL, ILLUMINATING 
A PATH TOWARD EXCELLENCE 



W akisha Charter School is a 6th through 8th grade middle school located 
at 900 West Jefferson Street, Philadelphia. Our students soar with an 
academically rigorous, Africa-centered, standards-driven curriculum 
taught by inspiring teachers who believe in excellence and enrichment We offer 
computer and science labs, a library, sports, Spanish classes, art and music 
studios, classes for special and gifted students, and after-school enrichment 
activities. To learn more about us or to download an application, visit www. 
thewakishaway.com or cull 267-940-4800. 



APPLY NOW FOR SUMMER 2010 



5 

| 
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• More than 70 degree end certificate programs 

• Small class sizes and individualized attention 

* Excellent student support services 

■ Intercollegiate athletics and more than 40 student 
clubs and organizations 

* Multiple locations throughout Philadelphia 

Your path to a bachelor's degree 

With Dual Admissions and transfer agreements, smoothly 
transition to a four-year college or university 

Financing your education 

Access to financial aid and scholarship resources to help 
you pay for college 

Community 

College 

^Philadelphia 



I n the present economy, pet iplc arc making careful decisions nix iut their career 
futures. In sonic cases, the path to a brighter tomorrow is taking them to 
postseeondary schools - but not just any schtxil. Career colleges are Iscconiing 
an increasingly popular option because they offer flexible course schedules and 
a faster path to the job market than traditional colleges or universities. 

Since 197 0, Anthem Institute has provided students with the training they need 
in some of today's fastest-growing career fields. Anthem Institute s diploma 
programs include Computer Networking & Security, Graphic Design & Animatkm, 
Massage Therapy. Medical Assistant, and Medical Billing & Coding. 

Anthem Institute offers several programs for students who want careers in fields 
thatallow them to express themselves and utilize their creativity. The Graphic 
Design & Animation program focuses on how to create Internet presentations, 
video and audio files, animations, images and graphics in Photoshop 3-D images, 
and interactive web sites. According to the D.8. Bureau of Labor Statistics ( Bl.S) , 
between now and 2016. “employment of graphic designers isexpeeted to grow 10 
percent for all occupations as demand for graphic design continues to increase 
from advertisers, publishers, and computer design firms.” 

Anthem Institute offers career services assistance to all students, and financial 
aid is available for those who qualify. For more information, call 1-866-975-8469, 
or visit them online at www.anthcminstitute.edu. Anthem Institute has two 
locations in the Philadelphia metro area; 400 South State Koad in Springfield, 
PA 19064 ( main campus) and 21 00 Route 38 & Mall Drive in Cherry llill, N.l 
08002 (branch of Springfield, PA). 








Meet Catherine "Ma" McGillin & be a part of history! 
Historic Plaque Unveiling & Ma's "Re-Opening" of the Front Doors ( 



6pm 



FEATURING: 

Rollback Pricing 

Free “Fireplace” Potatoes 

$1.50 Mugs of: Victory Lager & 1860 IPA 
Prohibition Martinis w/Blue Coat Gin in a teacup 

$18.60 Dinner for Two 

2 Mugs of 1860 IPA 
2 Salads 
2 Dinner Entree 



Celebrate the Anniversary of the “beginning of the end” of Prohibition! 



music mayhem 
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shelflife 



X THEAFTERMATH 




> in THE SPRING of 2006. the last extended 
debate over the role of current events in art came 
toa head. The reason was Paul Greengrass’ mov- 
ie med 93: the question was whetherfiveyears 
after the fact was "too soon” to create a fictional 
representation of a still-fresh national crisis. 

Newercrisis- inspired stories have emerged more 
quickly and much less controversially. Fouryears 
afterKatrina.we'veseenTom Piazza's excellent City 
of Refuge and Dave Eggers' heartbreaking Zeitoun. 
And the ongoing recession, which has inspired a 
trickleof up- to-the-momentnovels, raises no flags 
about exploitation or rush ing disaster stories i nto 
the marketplace. Maybe these concerns should 
be brought up, though —not necessarily because 
these financial-crisis novels are insensitive or 
exploitative, exactly, but instead because it still 
might be just too soon to understand the extent of a 
slow-motion continued collapse, and to accurately 
U chart its impact on everyday life, 
z Take, for instance, Gabrielle Zevin's TheHole 
5 We're ln{ Grove. March 10), which sprawlsover 

| 22 years starting in 1998 and lays out the stories 
t of two generations of the Pomeroy family. God- 
“ fearing assistant principal Roger decides, in an 
- opening chapterset at his son's graduation from 
” Yale, to gobacktoschool forthe Ph.D. he feels he 
] deserves. Thisselfishchoicespinsoffachainof 
\ consequences for his entire family. 

' The immediate effect of Roger's schooling is 
■ debt — the house he can't afford, the tuition 
= he doesn't pay and the credit-card bills that 
' cover one daughter's medical expenses and 
« another's dissatisfying wedding. But Zevin is 

5 just as concerned with Roger’s fundamentalist 
J faith (which she renders entirely unsympatheti- 
g cally), the impact of the Iraq war on our return- 
< ing soldiers and even the politics of abortion. 

6 In fact, it is fierce daughter Patsy who gains our 
“ sympathyandprovidesthemostresonantstoryllne 
5 with her difficult return from Iraq. But her family’s 
J sagahasbeenwrappedinacredit-cardmock-up 




IJH firstfririayfocus 

Mm By Carolyn Huckabay 



» THE44TH ANNUAL National Council on Education forthe 
Ceramic Arts lands in Philadelphia this week, which means 
that nearly 100 area galleries are hosting correlating exhibits 
that focus on all things molded, glazed and potted. But hold the 
groans: Maybe it's time you got over your preconception that 
ceramic art is just the stuff of craft fairs, stodgy living rooms and 
second-grade art class projects. N CECA’s presence here means a 
potential uptick in First Friday meanderers by about 6,000; join 
the ranks and get schooled on a legitimate, but underappreci- 
ated, art form. 

THE CLAY STUDIO 

Pulling all the strings to make sure NCECAruns hitchless, Old 
City’s Clay Studio doubles as conference liaison and exhibit 
headquarters. With a self-explanatory title, “Of This Century: 
Residents, Fellows and Select Guest Artists of the Clay 
Studio, 2000-2010" celebrates a decade worth of extraor- 
dinary work — roughly 30 pieces — by decorated artists both 
homegrown and international. Ceramics' inevitable dichotomy of 
delicacy and substance is represented in unusual ways here, from 
a porcelain fawn with a rocket on its bade to a floating pool toy 
made of sturdy, unpuncturable earthenware. Opening reception 
Fri., April 2, 5-9 p.m., free, through May 4, Clay Studio, 137-139 N. 
Second St.. 215-925-3453, theclaystudio.org. 



ART STAR 

While (he Clay Studio looks at painstakingly crafted, unique works 
of art , “The Souvenir Shop" takesthe opposite tack. The crappy, 
mass-produced tchotchkes we bring back from vacation serve as fod- 
der for an exhibit that explores our nostalgic relationship with junk. 
Curated by Ryan Bishop, Kate Hardy and Joanie Turbek, the show 
itself is anoverstuffed warehouse of sorts, teeming with examples 
of Ihe ordinaiy keepsakes that bring back extraordinary memories. 
Opening reception Fri., April 2, 6-9p.ni.. free, through April 25, Art 
Star, 623 N. Second St., 215-238-1557, artstarphillyeom . 

EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY 

Speaking ofpossessions, Rocky Lewycky's“The ESP Project” takes 
the idea of prison theft — inmates poaching each other's cigarettes, 
money sometimes even lives — 
and turns it on its head. He’ll line 
Eastern State’s Cellblock 10 with 
980 urns — one for each prison 
cell, occupied by criminals for more 
than 140 years — and then give 
them all away. (The historic prison 
hosts a handful of exhibits in addition to Lewyckys project — expect 
cells turned into caves, an installation of thousands ofbones and Stars 
ofDavid, and models of'what incarcerated bruins might look like 
after yeare of solitary confinement. ) “The ESP Project, “Sat. April 3, 
1-6:45 p.m., exhibits through May 14, Eastern State Penitentiary, 2027 
FairmountAve, 215-236-3300, eastemstate.org. 



Ceramic art 
isn’t just the 
stuff of craft 
fairs. 




rushing disaster stories into the marketplace 



biblio scope 



Its premise — that social networking 
can change Hves — may be Chicken Soup 
for the Teenage -Sow /-level cheesy, but 
Emily Liebert’s Facebook Fairytales: 

Modern-Day Miracles to Inspire the 
Human Spirit (Skyhorse, April l)is sur- 
prisingly deft in its reportage of real-life folks transformed by our 
favorite time-killer. What hits home here is the inclusion of former 
City Paper managing editor Brian Hickey's story, specifically his 
wife, Angie, posting his progress on Facebook as he recovered from 
a life-threatening hit-and-run two years ago. The day Hickey was 
well enough to update his own status? No one here’s too erudite to 
call that a miracle. —Carolyn Huckabay 




literary magazines are always a mixed bag, but nobody mixes 
things up as reliably, or as pleasantly, as 7 ? n House ( tinhouse.com). 
The latest issue, subtitled “Games People Play,” has stories by Steve 
Almond and Martha McPhee, essays by David Mamet and Lord 
Whimsy (I know), plus reviews, poetry, instructions for German 
board games and a frickiri crossword puzzle. — Patrick Rapa 



After Life of Pi.Yann Martel got real famous, real quick. He even 
received a handwritten thank-you letter from Barack Obama. 
Where do you go from there? Martel’s new book, Beatrice and 
WrgJISpiegel & Grau, April 13), starts with a writer whose 
first novel made him real famous, real quick. Sigh. But add a 
creepy taxidermist who asks our protagonist to help him pen 
a Holocaust parable about a donkey and a howler monkey, and 
Martel (at the Free Library Festival, April 17) saves himself from 
semi-autobiographical fantasyland and delivers another down- 
right remarkable fable. — Carolyn Huckabay 



It’s too late to argue about whether 
regretsy.com — the site dedicated to 
mocking the handicrafts group-sold on 
etsy.com — is a bookworthy concept. 

Regretsy: Where DIY Meets WTF 
(Villard, April 6) will soon be wallowing 
ona shelf near you. And of course it'spretty funny, partly for April 
Winchell’s snarky comments but mostly for the crafts themselves. 
Serial killer pillows, bacon soap and all manner of vagina-shaped 
jewelry are easy targets, and it was nice of Regretsy to set them all 
upforus. — Patrick Rapa 
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flick movie review 




WIFE SWAP: Ida Dalser (Giovanna Mezzoglorno), 
Marco Bellocchio’s Vincere. 



VINCERE 



Mussolini 
was a spec- 
tacular lay. 



A- BENITO MUSSOLINI MAY have been a fascist ideologue, but Marco Bellocchio's 
Vincere suggests that he was also a spectacular lay. Ducking into an alley to escape 
the police, the young Benito ( Filippo Timi) bumps up against Ida Dalser (Giovanna 
Mezzogiomo), and within minutes they've locked lips and then hips, their bodies writh- 
ing in near-darkness as she cries out in ecstasy. After his bellicose philosophy splits 
the Italian socialists in two, she sells her possessions to finance a printorgan for the 
new movement and bears him a son, also named Benito. But Mussolini has more gran- 
diose aims, and their sexual chemistry turns out 
to have Kttle to do with love. Pushed aside in favor 
of a more palatable spouse — the movie intimates 
that a desire to curry favor with Catholics and the 
church may have been involved — Dalser and son 
are confined to an asylum, their existence drownec 
out by the shouts of the mob. The septuagenarian Bellocchio has investigated the 
dark side of ideology before, most recently in Good Morning, Night , which chronicled the 
fatal kidnapping of an Italian prime minister by left-wing extremists. But where that 
movie was sober and introspective, Vinceret the imperative form of the verb “to win”) is 
hot-blooded, bordering on overwrought Staging several key scenes in cinemas, including 
one where Mussolini incites a violent confrontation between rival factions on the eve of 
the first World War, Bellocchio takes his cues from silent-film aesthetics, particularly the 
rhetorical formalism of Eisenstein and Vertov. Fascist slogans zip out of the screen like 
3D projectiles: Mussolini’s excitement over the prospect of war calls for operatic wails 
and printed cries oPGuerra! Guerra!" Its first half filmed in glimmering darkness, 
the movie's second gives way to blinding sun and snowy expanses, as if fighting the 
imposed night of state-ordered oblivion. Either way, Vmcere's images are indelible, if 
oddly romantic, as dangerously seductive as II Duce himself. — Sam Adams 
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AMERYKAHTHE 

BEAUTIFUL 

>• NEWAMERYKAHPAFtrikRehyiwftheAnkti 
| groans to life slowly, a low digital blipsurging and 
swelling, opening up like a synthetic yawn, after 
whlchthe record njbsits eyesand rises, somewhat 
! lazily, tolife. Thefollow-up to 2007'sspectacular 
Parti: 4th World War. Ankh trades that record's 
panicked vision of the future and voracious stylistic 
appetite for mostly loose, ambling, jazz -informed 
R&B. Its hard to blame Badu for wanting to lighten 
tli e mood : At Its bleakest (and best) . Part I i magi ned 
"Momma hopped up on cocaine/ Daddy on space- 
shi ps with no brain. "The closest Its sequel comes 
tothat kind of mania Is a playful interstitial where 
Badu briefly embodiesa philandering lover. 

Sincethe releaseof the astonishing Mama'sGun 
a full 1 0 years ago, Badu has emerged as one of the 
: mostcompellingandinventiveiiguresiriR&B.She 
| eschewschorusesforsweellyintonedchants,favor- 
: ingrubberybasslinesandmutedpercusslontothe 
hard.obviousthwackofhercontemporahes.Most 
| ofthe songs on Ankh are builtaround asingle lyric 
repeated to hypnotic effect In the steady-gurgl ing 
"Turn Me Away (Get Munny)." Badu coos “I'll be your 
robotgitt"slylytoherintended.Later,in“Love,"atop 
a mild ’70sfunkbackdrop.she Incants, "Never ever 
met anotherlover quite like you/ Thought I fell in 
bvewith Superman, It's true" overand arer until the 
words take on a nearly spiritual significance. 

These twoexamplesspeakto the album's primary 
concerns: chiefly, love and devotion, and — al beit 
indirectly — how those virtues mightcombat the 
bleakness exp bred in Parti. So t'sno wonder things 
have slowed down a bit Badu doesn't do outright 
jubilation so much as prolonged, hazy-eyed ecstasy, 
and much of Ankh aims for a kind of mystic tran- 
scendence. To use Badu's own discography as a 
| reference, it's the Worldwide Underground to Its 
predecessor's Mama 's Gun. and even if it's no less 

! universe, the calm comes afterthe storm. 

I V<eyes@cltypaperjiet I 
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Greeting 



HEY 

SMARTY- 

PANTS, 

YOU THINK YOU'RE S00000 
SMART, DON’T YOU? 



CHECKOUT 
| ZZ ( 



* citypaper * 

INVITES YOU AND A GUEST 
TO AN ADVANCE SCREENING 

For your chance to win a 
free pass to see 

G REATE S T 

visit the contest page online at: 

^ww.citypaper.net/wh^ 



t 






TUES: Quizzo 
$ 6 Yuengling Pictures 
J 2.50 Yuengling bottle 

THURS: Open Mic Night 
SUN: Latin Night 



featuring: THE CHUBBY KNUCKLE BURGER 



267-467-1817 



Draft Beer 
Sierra Nevada 
Victory Hop Devil 
Troegs Nugget Nectar 
Victory Prima 
Sunset Wheat 
Pabst 

Miller Light 
New Bold 
IPA 

Sam Adams Boston Lager 
Cherry Wheat 
Yards 

Yuengling: Lager 
Bock 

Flying Fish 

TAPS CHANGE 
MONTHLY 

AWESOME!! 




A few galleries 
remain ceramics- 
free in April. 



PAINTED BRIDE ART CENTER 

For Clay Studio artisl-in-rcsidcnco J.J. McCracken, 
looking at art is not enough. His “Hunger, Phila- 
delphia” project, a performance installation 
featuring actors covered in wet clay, makes use of 
kaolin, a soft substance used to create fine china 
— but which also serves as a source of nutrition in 
undeveloped countries. Proceeds from the show 
will go toward creating a community garden for 
Stenton Family Manor, a Mount Airy homeless 
shelter. Opening reception Fri., April 2, 5-9 p m., 
free, through May 15, Painted Bride Art Center, 230 
Vine St. 215-925-9914, pamtedbride.org. 

BRIDGETTE MAYER GALLERY 

How do you create a sphere from a cube? For Stove 
Tobin, the answer is simple: Blow it up. His “Explo- 
sive Relationships" solo exhibit is the culmination of 
“14 years, over 20,000 explosions and 300,000-plus 
pounds of day," a lifetime of experiments which seek 
to expand the possibilities of the clay form. Opening 
reception Fri., April 2, 6-8:30 p.m., free, through May 
1, Bridgette Mayer Gallery, 709 Walnut St., 215-413- 
8893, bridgettemayergallery.com. 



AND THEN THERE'S ... 

For a respite from all the fragil- 
ity, a few galleries remain ceram- 
ics-free in April. Among them , 
Ryan John Art Salon features 
the photography ofTemplc archi- 
tecture prof Howard Brunner, 
who’s interested in the gritty 
textures of our urban spaces. 
Opening reception Fri, April 
2, 6-9 p.m., free, through April 
30, Piazza at Schmidts, 1050 N. 
Hancock St., 215-925-6900, ryan- 
johnartsalon.com. ... If those 
extra 6,000 First Friday bodies 
have frightened you into tempo- 
rary hibernation, tune in from 
the comfort of your uncrowded 
couch to WHYY-TV for its new 
Friday Arts program, this 
month featuring stained-glass 
artist Judith Schaechter, plus a 
segment on UPenn’s Institute 
of Contemporary Art. Fri., April 
2, 8:30p.m., WHYY-TV, whyy. 
org/ video. 

(carolyn.huckabay@citypcg3er.net) 



The Aftermath 

They all confront the 
financial crash in the 
same way blind men 
confront elephants. 

dust jacket that flattens and distorts expectations heading 
into the novel and elevates one comparatively underbaked 
element to the role ot central thesis. 

Judging The Hole We're In by its cover might be conve- 
nient, but it’s useful shorthand for a pretty common mismatch 
between topical financial ambitions and novelistic contents. 
Books as dissimilar as Adam Haslett's Tom Wolle-style pan- 
orama of investment banking in Union Atlantic, the scabrous 
comic set pieces of Sam Lipsyte's The Ask and Jonathan Dee's 
finely drawn if deeply static character studies in The Privileges, 
all confront the financial crash and its aftermath, but in the 
same way blind men confront elephants — incompletely, and 
without the benefit of sufficient perspective. 

Significantly, the most satisfying and accomplished of these 
state-of-the-nation novels consciously shoves the recession 
off to the periphery. Lionel Shriver's So Much For That (Harper, 
March 9) opens with Shep Knacker about to leave for the 
early retirement he’s been fantasizing about all his working 
life, prepared to head off to a third-world tropical paradise 
to live on pennies a day with or without his family. His wife 
Glynis' diagnosis of mesothelioma, spitefully withheld until 
after his parting speech, consigns Shep instead to endless 
hospital visits, the humiliation of remaining in a job he hates 
for the insurance and the evisceration ot his nest egg to fund 
his wife's inexorable decline. 

So Much for That is unrelentingly bleak. The other stories 



Shriver pulls from Shep's periphery merely 
provide overtones of Glynis' story, from 
best friend Jackson's chronically ill daugh- 
ter to Shep’s father's sojourn in a nursing 
home. The exhaustive scope comes at the 
expense ot aesthetics, perhaps — some ot 
her storylines strain credulity; minor char- 
acters like Shep's sister flatten into mere 
(unctional paper tigers; and the plleup ol 
medical and bureaucratic humiliation gets 
(convincingly, depressingly) wearing. 

Even as Shriver examines catastrophic 
care comprehensively and devastatingly, 
even as she tracks the steady spend-down 
of Shep's dreams and Glynis' possibilities 
by disclosing his bank statement at the 
start of each chapter, Shriver's best assets 
are her exhausted, unpleasant, enduring 
characters. Glynis' rawness, Shep's stoic 
disappointment and the wom-in, conten- 
tious. occasionally lustful and even lively 
relationship between the couple underscore 
the hopelessness of disease while sidestep- 
ping any lingering Love Story cliches. Most 
remarkably, Shriver accomplishes the most 
difficult task in exploring a society's crises 
in fiction — she transforms a set ot issues 
that are immediate and timely into a setting 
of a relationship that shows their greatest 
costs as the human ones. 

( j_bauer@citypaper.net I 





flickering hope 

THE LIGHT IN THE PIAZZA 

PUFF brings independent movies to Schmidts' 
(very) big screen. By Molly Eichel 



PHILADELPHIA UNDERGROUND FILM FORUM SCREENINGS 

Fridays, 5- 10 p.m., free. Piazza at Schmidts, 1050 N. Hancock St, 

he Piazza at Schmidts is about to become, of all things, an 
arthouse cinema. 

Every Friday starting this week, the minds behind the 
Philadelphia Underground Film Fbrum (PUFF) will take over the 
Piazza's screen to program a free summer-long film festival, begin- 
ning with Slamdance Film Festival audience award-winner Mind 
of the Demon: The Larry Linkogle Story (April 2) and Tom DiCillo’s 
Johnny Depp-narrated Doors doc When You’re Strange (April 9). 

To PUFF director of programming Josh Goldbloom, it’s all about 
building community. “It’s a constant," he says. “Philadelphia is 
great as far as filmmaking goes, but I don’t see a constant. What’s 
happening year-round?" 

Butit's not just movies. PUFF screenings will also host live 
music, courtesy of local rock mainstay Chuck Treece, who’ll bring 
together musicians to provide tunes before the movie starts. Or, as 
Treece puts it, to "warm the Piazza up." 

Philly is filled with outdoor screening series during the summer, 
but those schedules are populated by fun-for-the-whole-fiimily films. 
Rarely do new movies get the same treatment PUFF, which is 
affiliated with the Philadelphia Independent Film Festival, will deal 
only with very new, very independent fare, the kinds of movies the 
Ritzes don’thave room for, like Eve's Necklace (April 16) — a film 
whose only actors are mannequins. It's part of a wider movement in 



the indie film community to bring 
movies to audiences via wholly new 
channels of distribution, like video 
on demand and nontraditional 
screening venues, essentially side- 
stepping the Hollywood machine. 

It’s happened in Philly before: 
Distributor Abramorama — also 
working with PUFF — brought 
rock doc Anvil!: The Story of Anvil! 
to the Trocadero before it hit the 
Ritz, garnering buzz for the theat- 
rical run. 

While Goldbloom s goal is to 
: create community, filmmakers see it more basically: a chance to 
1 screen their movies for more people. Mind of the Demon is a pro- 
i file of freestyle motocross originator Linkogle, but director Adam 
j Barker, who has filmed motocross since 1997,wantedittoget 
i exposure beyond the sport’s fans. “We wanted to look at [Mind of 
the Demon ] as a personality piece more than a motocross piece. We 
wanted a wider audience,” says Barker, who took Demon through 
the festival circuit, where more than just the regulars would get a 
chance to see it. But then what? 

Unlike most documentaries, Barker's film was actually picked up 
for distribution by Shoreline Entertainment, but he’s aware of the 
economic realities "Documentaries don’t really do too well. There’s 
very few that make it to the theater. Ifthey do make it, it’s arthouse in 
the big cities," says Barker, unsure about a roll-out for Demon. “You're 
I lucky you get any kind of theatrical distribution." Barker hopes that 
these screenings will create good word-of-mouth.“These one-offs are 
great for us," says Barker. “Shit, well do as many as come our way." 

DiCillo’s doc faces the same treatment. DiCillo has the pedigree: 
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His name is familiar to dnephiles for j? 

titles like 1995's Living in Oblivion, and « 

When You ’re Strange received raves at the ■_ 
2009 Sundance Film Festival for showing Q 
unseenfootageoftheLizard King and his s 

compatriots. But when the cities for its “ 

theatrical release were announced, Philly S 

wasn’t one of them. Now it’s getting a - 

Goldbloom and his PUFF colleagues « 

screened similarly minded indie films at | 

Media Bureau. Lookingtouptheirpresence S 
in the city, they brought the idea to Tbwer 
Investments president Bart Blatstein and 
director of special events Lauren Gagnon 
this past winter. Tb us, the Piazza was go 
big or go home,” says Goldbloom. 

Tb cover distribution fees, each screening 
will be sponsored; there will be a VIP sec- 
tion; and after parties will be held in and 
around the Piazza. Vendors will also set up 
to sell wares.lb up the must-factor, direc- 
tors are encouraged to attend screenings; 

Barker and DiCillo have already RSVP'd. 

“We’re just a bunch of guys who want to 
see something happen," says Goldbloom. 

“We want Philly to see it all” 

(molly.eichel@citypaper.net) 




Think 

backstage vs. 
back row 
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CP theater reviews 



► DARK FARCE 

Hedgerow Theatre’s got a good thing going with playwright- 
director Nagle Jackson, whose sixth play there, At This Evening's 
Performance , was also his first professionally produced work. 
Though I’ve questioned whether he's the best director for his own 
plays — especially new works — he stages this '83 comedy assuredly. 

Artistic director Penelope Reed plays Hippolyta Posnik, co-lead- 
ing an acting troupe touring Strevia, a small Eastern European 
country. Hippolyta 's husband, Gunther (Ed Swidey, suitably 

admits he's from the “Ftopularity Force," a group of not-so-secret 
police. They suspect an actor of smuggling“intellectuals, scientists 
and Jews" out of Strevia, using lines as cues to dissidents. During 
tonight's performance, a Popularity Force officer will shoot the 
actor who utters the signal — and Gunther discovers that, though 
he’s not the resistance agent, the line is his. 

In the midst of dark farce — including affairs which their young 
ingenues, Saskia (Saundra Montijo) and Piers (Steven Carpenter), 
pursue with Gunther and Hippolyta, respectively — Jackson 
ponders a serious question: Should an artist compromise creative 
integrity for self-preservation? The answer proves hilarious in this 
brisk play's third act, when the company performs its truly excru- 
ciating pseudo-classic play, full of painful pratfalls and couplets. 

Reed and Swidey make a suitably grand theatrical couple, ably 
supported by veteran character actor Be v Appleton as veteran 
character actor Oskar, but Susan Wefel nearly steals the show as 



Ludmilla Pankova, Strevia's impe- 
rious Minister of Culture, who har- 
bors her own artistic aspirations. 

One could quibble with some 
typical Hedgerow shortcomings 
— the younger learning-on-the- 
job actors aren’t up to the task, for 
example — but the result is breez- 
ily enjoyable, a welcome addition 
to the growing Jackson-Hedgerow 
partnership. Through May 16, $22- 
$25, Hedgerow Theatre, 64 Rose 
Valley Road, Media, 610-565-4211, 

hedgerowtheatre.org. 

► THE TAMING OFTHE SHREWD 

If you put the words "kick-ass” in a play* s title, it better kick ass. 

Though the subject of Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of 
Molly Ivins, a Philadelphia Theatre Co. world premiere, clearly 
booted butt in her celebrated newspaper career, this star-driven 
play by journalists Margaret Engel and Allison Engel restrains 
Kathleen Turner as Ivins to a few tepid swipes. 

The twin journalists follow the solo-biographical formula:Tumer 
as Ivins ostensibly writes about her father; breaking to chat with us. 
A tiresome device — an Associated Press teletype machine churns 
out articles inspiring new topics — only highlights the artificiality. 

In trying to make Ivins warm and cuddly, they dampen the wit 
that might otherwise kick ass. She says that “jokes make people 
listen and keep the outrage alive,” but we don't hear much humor or 
outrage. The writers frame the play with Ivins’ daddy issues, while 
director David Esbjomson and sound designers Rob Milburn and 
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Michael Bodeen underscore with sentimen- 
tal guitar to tall us when to feel sad. 

The play occasionally takes off when 
Turner shares some fun Ivins stories, both 
about her formative years (at a debutante 
ball, the 6-foot redhead “looked like a Saint 
Bernard among greyhounds" ) and her writ- 
ing, and regales us with her “sweat and 
scramble’days with The Texas Observer. 

But the writers soft-pedal her views on 
George W. Bush, about whose career Ivins 
wrote two best sellers. Maybe they're tak- 
ing the high road, but they might also antic- 
ipate some backlash against this outspoken 
liberal (Opening night, the audience of cor- 
porate sponsors and private donors notice- 
ably cooled when Ivins proudly uttered the 
L-word and lectured in support of the First 
Amendment and the need to “raise hell.” 
The well-heeled glowered, and a Main Line 
matron near me hissed, “Bullshit!”) 

This might be the first play that’s inspired 
me to read a boo k n ot because of what's in 
the script, but what’s not. Through April 
25, $46-$69, Suzanne Roberts Theatre, 480 
& Broad St., 215-985-0420, philadelphia- 
theatrecompany.org. 

—Mark Cotta 
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Green 

°expo 



Learn Green, Buy Green, 
Live Green! 

Philadelphia’s Premier Eco-Friendly Event 



April 16-18 • Greater Philadelphia Expo Center 

100 Station Avenue • Oaks, PA 



Over 200 booths & eco-exhibits 
Home & Building • Hybrid Cars • Health & Beauty 
Nutrition & Wellness • Eco-Fashion • Baby & Pet Products 
Organic Food • Learning Seminars & more! 



Sponsors Include: 






For exhibit space contact Bradford Rand: 
212.655.4505 x223 or BRand@GoGreenExpo.com 
For details visit: 
www.GoGreenExpo.com 



$5 tickets! 

(normally $10) 

Use code: CITYPAPER 
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Tickets arc going fast! Check online for sell-outs; 
additional tickets will be available day-of via 
RUSH LINES formed one hour prior to each film. 

PHILADELPHIAFILMSOCIETY wwmfilmadelphia.org I 
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music picks *■*■*■*■•• 

► rock/po ► rod 



FLORENCE AND THE MACHINE 

Everybody '$ got extra drums anymore. Not everybody 




Street throngs to the TLA. 

— John Vettese 



Mon. .April 5, 8 p.m.. S20. with Holy Hail. TLA. 334 South 
St, 215-922- 1011. Imna0on.com. 



BEST COAST 




Where Pocahaunted had a droney, murlcy art-project 
klnda sound, Bethany Cosentino's new band is raw, 
free and from the heart Best Coast — whose catalog 
right now consists of singles put out by this little label 
or that — makes kinda Breeders-ish, vaguely Throw- 
ing Muses-esque pop noise about heartache and 
happiness. This is a band to get excited about 

— Patrick Rapa 



Sat., April 3. 7p.m..S10, with Reading Rainbow and 
Crccpoid. Barbary. 951 N. FranklordAve.. 177-435-9149. 
r5produc0ons.com. 



► mai 

MARIACHI EL BRONX 

Word that LA hardcore purists The Bronx were re- 
cording an album of traditional Mexican music defi- 
nitely raised some eyebrows, but last year’s Mariachi 
El Bronx is neither jokey gimmick nor overreaching 
oddity. It’s compellingly crafted, wholeheartedly sin- 
cere (doubters should note the presence of David 
Hidalgo of Chicano rock godheads Los Lobos — and 
childhood neighbor to the band's lead shouter-tumed- 
crooner, Matt Caughthran — on accordion), surpris- 
ingly straight-faced, and an utter delight, even if you 
thought you liked neither mariachi nor punk. 

— K. Ross Hoffman 



Sat., April 3. 9 p.m SI3-SI5. with The Bronx. Violent Soho 
and Dead Country. North Star Bar. 2639 Poplar St.. 215- 
787-0488, northstarbar.com. 



TED LEOANDTHE PHARMACISTS 




macists. Jersey Boy Ted, obsessive Twitterer/WFMU 
caller, lays It all on the line every time out Even dur- 
ing his January World Cafe Free at Noon show, Leo 
rewarded diligent fans with an off-the-air encore 
from his new, excellent 77k? Brutalist Bricks (Matador) 
before hitting the lobby for a meet-and-greet. 

— Brian Howard 



Wed . April 7. 8 p.m , SI4, with Obits. First Unitarian Church, 
2125 Chestnut SL. 877-435-9849. rSproducOons.com. 



► rod 



PILOT CLOUD 




Back in '08, Pilot Cloud was just minting its identity. 
The Philly duo's debut, In Transition, was thrilling 
but hermetic, a meticulous contraction of abstract 
sounds. Now established as formidable post-rock, 
Pilot Cloud has become relaxed and adventurous.The 
Halcyon EP — downloadable at pilotcloud.com and 
celebrating its release at North Star tonight — sees 
former alt-punk dudes Justin Lemer and Nick Bis- 
cardi indulging some serious Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor fantasies, incorporating staticky ragtime 
samples and field recordings of playgrounds and rest 
stops into their compositions. The songs are as epic 
in scope as their early work, but this time, they’re 
more emotive (dig the aching, gorgeous sprawl of 
''Meridian"). We've seen Pilot Cloud's icy skill. Now 
we're getting a glimpse at its soul. 

—John Vettese 



Thu.. April 1. 8 p.m.. S8. with The Atomic Square. Glow- 
Mends and The Delog. North Star Bar. 2639 Poplar St. 
215-787-0488, northstarbar.com. 








z album reviews 



ARE YOU DEAD? 



HAS TO BE BEAUTIFUL 




can't shake the band's overarching upbeat defiance. 

Sounds I ike: The meek are bred of waiting for their inheritance. 



—Patrick Rapa 



1 WEIRDOS EXPOSED 



Stop: Like Best Coast, Dum Dum Girls might be aproduct 
of the new twee LA, but there’s no need to worry about 
preciousness overload when they play Making Time (April 
2). Indeed: Their beats speed, their melodies soar and 
their lyrics celebrate stuff like Nancy Drew ("Blank Girl") 
or adolescent crushes ("YoursAlone"). But darkness 
abounds: The irresistible “Jail La La" isa nervous, neurotic rnm ° |rt » 
account of waking up from a blackout at a freaky show B p„ p , 

("This woman's clearly out of her mind/She's covered in 
shit and high as a klte.")The Throwing Muses-y “Bhang Bhang I’ma Burnout” 
wonders. “ In your head, are you dead?" while the quiet closer "Baby Don't Go” 
is breathtaking in its melancholic desperation Screw innocence: This album's 
most forgettable moments (“Rest of Our Lives') are actually its more typical 
romance pop songs. Bring the noise. 

— John VOttese 




LersnotforgeLWereahotbedofweird. On trails blazed |„ '^71 

by latter-day Philly avants Need New Body and current af ' 
standard bearers Man Man. we now see groups like Da IUShNIkB] 
Comrade andCircadian Rhythms scurrying adventurously 
alongthefringes. Almost to a fault: The latter's self-titled 
debut is loose. "Sister Sadie" is a mishmash of thumby LLi K j — A-J 
keyboards and missed guitar notes. The i ndulgerrt "La circadian 
Di Da My Lady" dwells in distantgrunts and growls that nhy*vn» 
probably didn't impress the titular paramour. But In the f‘ s ™‘ l ‘ an llhy ""'“ 
same style, “Sunrise" succeeds with pots-n-pans per- H * i s K >» 
cussion and a comical bleating horn. Totally Rain Dogs. 

“Mirror" is abreezy psych-pop road trip shuffle; the playful “Feat" might be Roy 
Orbison reimagined by Frank Zappa. While: Circadian Rhythms is not without 
misfires.itdelightfully hits the mark more often than not We’ll take bold, weird 
adventure anytime. 

— John VettBse 




JOINEDATTHE HIPSTERS 

Who: Conjoi ned, singing, ukulele-playing sisters (or maybe I 
it’s just Dresden Dolls’ Amanda Palmer and Seattle bus- 
ker Jason Webley). What: A sort of vaudevillian musical 
tall tale that follows our curiously bland heroines from 
the sideshow to the stage . OK: These are some choice 
guest stars: Margaret Cho, "Weird" Al Yankovic. Eugene I 
Mirman,Tegan and Sara, Frances Cobain. Andthe ambition, 
shbcky/grotesquehumorandwackydrama-ramaof itall , E ,, ' , 
are admirable, buttheyawning narration and uneven tone 
keep the lislenerfrom getting lost in thestory.And, whilethere areafew jingle- 
licious melodies, there’s really no need to listen twice. Plus: For all its quirks. 
Evelyn Evelyn feels like familiar territory. It’s: Post -post -modem art rock. Or 
hipsterized magic realism. It’s also: Big Fish with Pitchfork references. 

— Patrick Rapa 
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"I Think Ur A Contra" 

Oneofthesurestduesto 
Vampire Weekerefsstay- 
ing power, to my mind, 
is that they really know 
how to end an album. 

Much as the elegantly 
restrained “Kids DcnlStanda Chance" wound 
down their debut on its most invitingly leisurely 
(and arguably most tuneful) moment Contra’s 
semi-titular closer waftsinlike thegenUest of 
breezes, a seductively soothing respite after 
nine frolicsome tracks of restlessly i nve ntive 
ki tc hen-sink pep. For thefiistflme in half an 
hour, “IThinkUrAContra" (which theyshould 
totally release as. like, tfie seventh single) feels 
In no hurryto get anywhere In particular, letting 
that initial cotton candy shimmer linger as a 
wispy tropical llltemergesgradually through 
the haze. — K. Ross Hoffman 

VWsApril 2 Electric Factory show is sold out Chris 
BaioOJs that night at PYT, 1 050 N. Hancock St, 
pytphilty.com. 




The elegant struggle of the Everyman in five vignettes. 



Community Education Center • CEC Meeting House Theatre 1 3SOO Lancaster Avc. 
Phila.. PA 19104 * 215.387.1911 • www.cetaru.org 



PHILADELPHIA 



The Road to Recovery 

By Kiana Crump 
Strawberry Mansion High School 
My Angel 
By Shawna Algeo 

Neumann-Gorettl High School 

Saturday, April 3 0 11:00 AM 
Caplan Studio Center 0 The University of the Arts 

211 S. Broad Street, 16th Floor 

Admission is FREE. Content appropriate for gth grade and up. 



PECO 



Tint &uzBuu\t F. IfrtBf rts Guttural TW'Liprwru.l- Fund 



The CEC 



tsthe 

£ Resident Artist - Dance 

25th Anniversary Season 



f lora Gibson 
Fztrioir nonce Frcjsci 

VESTED SOULS 



Friday & Saturday, April 9- lO.Spm 
and Sunday, April 1 1,3pm 

.Krbnusion: SI 2, 510 for students rand seniors. Pundnu tickets on 
wbor or al tlur door a M Imirbeforeairtnin. 








Saturday, April 17, MLK Drive 
www.5krunforcleanair.org 



Clean Air 



Certified Green Run 
Eco-Friondly Goodies 
Reusable Run Bags 
Fun for All Ages 



in 



ion Clean Air Council foi 

Philadelphia's Largest Earth Day Celebration’ 



m 



S 1 



Dental care doesn’t have to 
be scary... or expensive 

Great 
dentists at 
I tremendous 
savings 

Over 500 Network 
Providers in the 
Philadelphia Area 



PLANS START 
AT ONLY 
$109 PER YEAR 



Dental CALL 

1-800-525-9313 




INVITES YOU AND A GUEST TO SEE 

VINCERE 

Enter to win tickets at: 

www.citypaper.net 



Q & A Following 7pm Show Sat. 4/3 at 
Ritz 5 Theatre with 
Nicola M. Gentili 

Associate Director, Cinema Studies 



"A Masterpiece. "■ Bilge Ebiri, 1 




K1 

"O' N 



Thursday, May 6th at 







community chest fund raiser 



2nd Annual ‘HYPER BOWL’ & BUSINESS EXPO Presented by Hyperion Bank 
Join in the fun at NorthBowl Lounge’nLanes for this neighborhood fund raiser. All 
proceeds go to the Hyperion Bank Community Chest Fund, a non-profit Pennsylvania 

program support for neighborhood schools. 

BUSINESS EXPO & RECEPTION (8-10pm) 

Corporate Sponsorship "A"- $1000* 

Logo on tii promotional material Itlyers/posters/emall/event listing) 

Media presence on HyperBowl/Ph illy2nigh I social media outlets. 

Logo on display materials at event iposters/banners) 

Table at Business Expo 

Corporate Sponsorship “B" - $500* 

Logo on promotional liyers/posters. Mention in email/event listings 
Table at Business Expo 

Table at Business Expo 

Business - tISOAable 
Non-Profit - SIOOBable 

BOWLING TOURNAMENT (6-8pm). (5 players per team, Food l Beverages provided) " 

Business S Corporate - S2 50/team 
Small Business - SlOOdeam 
Non-Profit - $ 50/team 










www.dentalcall.com 







moviGshorts 

FILMS ARE GRADED BY CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F. 




+ NEW 

CLASH OFTHETITANSIC- 

Blockbusler seasons kicks off with Louis Leterrier’s 
remake of the 198 1 camp classic, known more fur Ray 
Harryhousen’s stop-motion special effects Ilian anything 
else.The revamped Clash of the Titans appropriates 
the main characters — demigod ftrseus (Avatar's Sam 

the city of Argos and its princess Andromeda (Gemma 

at the original < hey! Leave Bubo alone!). This time, Zeus 
( Liam Neeson) is mighty pissed that humans no longer 
worship at his feet, so he allows underworld god Ilades 
( Ralph Fiennes.doing an antique Lord Voldemort) to leach 
the people of Argos a lesson. And in our corner: ftrseus and 
his band of not-so-merry men, induding Draco (Mads Mik- 
kelsen), who takes on Neesan's usual accented sage role, 
and the ageless IotAlexa Davalos), who stands around be- 
ingethereal. In between the innumerable barbaric yawps 
there are some sweet-looking monsters, each starring in its 
own vignette, but themovie is paced so quickly there’s little 
chance of actually taking in the beasts, and not much else 
in the way of plot between them. Why spend all that money 
on special effects making things look awesome if we never 
get a chance to be awed by it? —Molly Eiehel (Pearl; Bridge; 
UA Grant; VA Main St.; 11A Rivervicw) 

FORMOSA BETRAYED | C 

Ideal istic FBI agrait .Jake Kelly (Dawson's Creek’s James 
Van Der Beek) isupshit creek in this modest 1983-set 
political thriller. Kelly isinTaiwantnde Formosa) investi- 
gating the murder of a tenured Chicago professor who was 
an outspoken critic of the Taiwanese government. Although 
he is told to “observe and report," Kelly can't help but play 



cowboy and compromise things. Kelly comes to learn about 
the unjust politics ofTaiwan from Ming ( producer Will Tiao, 
who also gets a story credit), whose didactichistory lesson 
explains that Taiwan has struggled to become a democracy 
andgain independence from communist China. Despite 
Van Der Beek's compelling low-key performance, a suitably 
brittle turn by Wendy Crew son as hislhipei contact and 
a decentsequence at an anti-governmenLrally, the sweat 
on the ulways-pere piring characters is never palpable 
(especial ly in t he light of a wasted John Heard os Kell y's 
racist partner). As Kelly uncovers deep levels of corruption 
and callousness, the film never delivers its expected sucker 
punch. — Gary M. Kramer (Ritz at the Bourse) 

THE LAST SONG I D+ 

Word is that Nicholas Sparks wrote this movie for Mi ley 
Cyrus — who is. like, really, really serious about quitting 
music in order to pursue a career in movies. There’s no 
Hannah Mont an a here, just Sparks’ grinding formula: 
Southern beaches, pretty bodies and a life-changing 
death. Cyrus plays Ronnie, a teen you know is miser- 
able because she wears black boots, torn pantyhose, 
and slouches. While visiting her estranged father (Greg 
Kinnear, who is at a loss as to how to fix this bad part), she 
meets very tanned, very un-miserable beach-volleyball- 
boy Will ( Liam Hems worth ). A few minutes andseveral 
montages later, they are deeply in love. Yes, they have to 
negotiate class differences, white-boy bullies, looking after 
Ronnie's so-adorable little brother and her buried past 
life as a piano prodigy (the scenes where she plays are not 

along with the radio, and boyfriend is astounded: “You 
can really sing!" I. And oh yes, they have to negotiate that 
crucial last part of the formula, death. — Cindy Fuchs (VA 
Grant; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 




THRILLING 

FRDM START TD FINISH!’’ 

KEVIN STEINCROSS, FOX-TV 

“TAKE THIS FANTASTIC JDURNEY..A NDN-STOP 

ACTON ADVENTURE 

WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART SPECIAL EFFECTS." 

JIM FERQUSON, ABC-TV 

“SPECTACULAR! 

THRILLING BIG FUN...A MUST-SEE!" 

DEAN RICHARDS, WBN AMERICA 

“AN ACTON-PACKED 
MGNSTER GF A MGVIE." 

JENNA BUSCH, UGO.COM 




movie shorts 



i THE MOST DANGEROUS MAN IN 
1 AMERICA: DANiaaLSBERG AND THE 
1 PENTAGON PAPERS I A 

£ When Henry Kissinger learned, in 
« June 1971, that Daniel Ellsberg 
| leaked the Pentagon Papers to The 

- New York Times, he was outraged, 

f Ehrlich and Rick Goldsmith's docu- 
g* mentary shows, Kissinger's bluster 

— not least because it suggested that 
I theNixon Administration was at all 
~ "orderly,'' much less honest or prag- 

1 malic. The film traces EUsberg's ded - 
«j si (Hi to leak the Rand Corporation's 
~ Report, beginning with his true- 
believing, as well as his disillusion- 
ment. The more he saw how the war 
was being fought and strategized, 
the more he saw that soldiers and 
Vietnamese were dying by the mil- 
lions for no good reason. As fascinat- 



ing as this process is — and the film 
makes quite palpable his tensions, 
espedally in a green-lit Xerox room 
late at night — another compel- 
ling point is made clear: EUsberg's 

ments and archival footage, along 
with documents and talking heads, 

and political, broad and detailed, in 
order to convey the way EUsberg's 
own transformation signifies histori- 
cal shifts. He movingly describes one 
moment, when he met Vietnam war 
veterans who declared they were 
willing to go to prison to protest the 
war.TtwasasifanaxehadspIit my 
head," he says now. “What had really- 
happened was that my life had split 
in two, and it was my life after those 
words that I have lived ever since.” 
—C.F. (Rile Five) 



i 




JENNIFER ANISTON GERARD BUTLER 

THE BOUNTY HUNTER 

HIM m&lmrn * mm ra MY*! HA uDHIGMU fill mm 
uAir TfNNANIiiu I Dili! HUNTER ' m 1151 1ANSKI "SHK fill 
SMMDAII OM MAM Hill AUMA UOIIAID J LEE JR RYAN KAVANAUGH 
""Ml IMP """"i'IIIAI H MORITZ '“.lAMHENNl 

ORIGINAL FILM ;PC-i3 : »« sT.nso^ »vT l o, B ,«> | mm m WHaKOJ 

\ ThePurtuitBegins.com 



VINCEREI A- 

See Sam Adams' re view on p. 33. 

(Rite Five) 

WHY DID I GET MARRIED TOO? 

A haiku: Philly girl Jill Scott's 
in this, so we won’t make fun. 

(But it looks so dumb.) (Not reviewed) 
(Bridge: UA Grant; UA Main St.; VA 
Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

+ CONTINUING 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND ic- 
on paper, Tim Burton and Lewis Car- 
roll's classic texts shouldn't be this 
mismatched, but Burton doesn't take 
the time to breathe in all of Carroll’s 
eccentricities. Burton’s given an the 
tools that CGI allows and never lets 
us have a peek at what's just out of 
sight. As an entry into an auteur's 
filmography, it's disappointing. 
—M.E. (Bridge; Pearl; UA Grant; UA 
Main St.; UA Riverview; UA 69th SU 

THEARTOFTHE STEAL |B* 

Don Argolt's flint is an art-world heist 
fllm , unfolding with enough gripping 

Bourne. Decidedly and righteously 



one-sided, Argott's fllm is perhaps 

very real economic woes, but i t’s hard 
to takethesideofthe self-satisfied 
Philadelphia elites, moat ofwhom re- 
fused t o participate. — Shaun Brady 
(Ritz Five) 

CITY ISLAND ID 

Everyone in this family has a secret. 
The film opens, in fact , with Vince 
Rizzo (Andy Garcia ) promising In 
reveal his "secret of secrets" — and it 
wait be the last. City Island may be 
named for an incongruously quaint 

the Bronx, but it unfolds with all the 
subtlety of a Bronx cheer. It is an 
Oedipal comedy of errors predicated 

level of misunderslandin g unrealistic 

situations. —SB. (Ritz at the Bourse) 

THE GHOST WRITER | B- 

Clouded by, but completed before, 
Roman Polanski’s recent arrest, the 
transposition of Robert Harris' novel 

a journalist gamely played by Ewan 
McGregor, than for its central charge- 



mi .,?■ 

“EXTREMELY ENTERTAWW6! 

T+fE WOlJDER OF TttE FILM IT ^ 
&S MW 600D IT MAKES UT FEEL!" 0 

I “WICKEDLY -HUMOROUS. HElO STILLER Si 
LIKE YOUVE MEVER SEESl -HIM.” H 

-mimowu ELLE 

“★★★★! (lift 

If you have an appetite for intelligent 
itorytellin^, then Greenberg' ij well worth getting to 
low. Ben Stiller*! portrayal ij so acutely real, The work 
of 6reta 6erwi$ is so seemingly effortless." 

-iTEVESttA. THE HtILAOELWl* WOUIRER 

A ben stiller is^F 
"GREENBERG v.” 





contain bombshells worth killing to 
conceaL —Sam Adams (Ritz Five) 

THE GIRLWITHTHE DRAGON 
TATTOO | B 

Based on the first book of Stieg Lars- 
son's Millennium Trilogy, NieLs Arden 
Oplev's movie elegantly delivers a 
story full of intrigue and ugliness. Fi- 
nancial journalist Mikael Blomkvist 
(Michael Nyqvist) is in need ofajobso 
he agrees to investigate the 40-year- 
old murder of one Harriet Vanger. 
Mikael is aided by bisexual computer 
hacker Lisbeth (Noomi Rapace). It 
helps the investigation that she has 
a photographic memory as well as an 
intuitive sense of who's guilty. — C.F. 
(Ritz Five) 

GREENBERG I A- 

Roger Greenberg ( Ben Stiller), fresh 

and recently arrived in L.A, is a 40- 
year-old frozen at 25, at the instant 
just after his life went wrong. The 
sole new relationship that Green- 
berg strikes up is with Florence 
(mumblecore actress/director Greta 
Gerwig, who imbues Florence with 
a remarkable range of emotion >, his 
brother's aimless personal assistant. 
Most films would paint Florence, 
theyounger woman, as Greenberg's 
savior, the ray of light that leads to 
redemption. Director Noah Baum- 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

4/7 Psycho 



4/21 Shadow of 

Ponce Music Theater 

5/1 2 Alien 



5/ 26 The Duellists 

7 30pm 

Pimce Music Theater 

19th Philadelphia 
Film Festival 

Octaber 14-24, 2010 




movie shorts 



/■ \ 

+ ALSO PLAYING 

BROOKLYN’S FINEST 1C 

U A Riverview 

CRAZY HEART IB 

Ritz at the Bourse 

GREEN ZONE I B- 

U A Riverview 

REPO MEN I C- 

U A Riverview 

SHE'S OUT OF MY LEAGUE I c + 

U A Riverview 

SHUTTER ISLAND B+ 

U A Riverview 

Formme hi reviews and sho Mimes, 
goto dtypaper.net/movies. 



people as the solution to anyone's 
problems. The film, as a result, is 
otlen incredibly funny, and even holds 
out somcthi ng li ke hope at the end . 



HOTTUBTIME MACHINE I B- 

Best you can hope for from a movie 
like //of Tub Time Machine is acting 
and direction good enough to prop up 
the ludicrous concept lor an hour and 
a half, and that the best lines weren't 
used in the trailer. Besides the conti- 
nuity problems. HTTM falters most 
when it pursues actual storytelling 
instead of just making silly '80s movie 
references and blowjob jokes. But it's 
all good silly fun when the plot is kept 
barebones simple. —M.E. I Bridge ; 
Pearl: UA Grant; UA Main SI.-.UA 



MOTHER |A- 

Bong .Joon-ho's Mather plays tricks 
with a gritty polider. which also 

a melo- and psycho-drama without 
ever conceding its whodunit identity. 
The mystery of who killed the school- 
girl lound draped over the roof of an 
abandoned building in asmall village 
struggles for attention with another, 
perhaps deeper mystery: the relation- 
ship between the title character, 
played with an unsparing fierceness 
by Kim Hye-Ja. and her Beatle- 
haired, mentally disabled 27-year-old 
son, Do-joon (Won Bin). —SB. (RUz 
at the Bourse) 



A PROPHET | B 

Malik d Qjebena ITahar Rahim), a 

tool in a conflict between theCorsicar 
gangsters and its large Muslim 
population. A Prophet too closely fol- 



ingly subvert it. — S.A f Ritz Five I 

THE SECRET OF THE KELLS | B * 

Brendan ( Evan McGuire) is a medi- 
eval boy monk-in-training at abbey of 
Kells. When the plucky kid ventures 

danger, only to be saved by Aisling 
4 Christen Mooney), a sprite-girl with 
long silver locks. The story reels a bit 

saving grace is its astounding anima- 

+ REPERTORY FILM 

nuUtyMthdSeitypapemet 

THE BALCONY 

Tracadero Theater, 1003 Arch St, 215- 
922-L1VE, thetroc.com. Sherlock 
Holmes (2009. U.S.. 128 min. k Guy 
Ritchie updates the dassicsleulh. 
Mon., April 5, 8 pro.. S3. 

CHESTNUT HILL FILM GROUP 

8711 GennantawnAue., 215-248-0977, 
armcinema25.com. Shanghai Ex- 
press 11932, US., 80 min. ): A screen- 
ing of llle .JosefVon Sternberg/Mar- 
lene Dietrich picture and tribute to 
David Mallery.an integral part of the 
ChestnuL Mill Film Group, who died 
Jan. 16. The., April 6, 730 pro., free. 

FLICKERING LIGHT FILM SERIES 

Mount. Airy Arts Garage, 542 Car- 



Secrets lor Sato 12003, Switzerland. 
64 min. I: Elodie Pong pays subjects 
to mvea) secrets they have never told 
anyone. Sal., April 3, 7 p.m„ free. 

GREATER PHILADELPHIA FILM OFFICE 

Prince Music Theater, I I 12 Chestnut 

UJC,87min. ): Follows I.i.ir, a Down 
syndrome-affected boy and "spiritual 
genius" from the Main Line, as he be- 
comesa bar mitzvnh.Tue., April 6, 6:30 
pro., free with RSVP to joan@film.otg. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

Ibrahim Theater, 3701 Chestnut 
St.,215-387-5125, ihousephilly.org. 

Graphically Illuminated: Short., 
experimental films that use printed 

2.7 pro.. $5-88. Grandma Moses . 
Soria Oat: Another Way of Seeing. 

Two films about self- taught artists, 
including Jerome Hill’s beautiful doc 
about Mosesand a portrait of Indian 
sculptor Sonabai Rajawar.Tue., March 

Community History Project 2010 

Premiere: Short (il ms from commu- 
nity groups, present, ed by Scribe. Wed„ 

PUFF 

Piazza at Schmidts, 1050 N. Hancock 

St. Mind of the Demon: The Larry 
Linkogle Story 1 2009, US., 85 min.): 




"A MIND-BENDING AND MESMERIZING 

thriller that lakes its time unlocking one mystery 
only to uncover another, all to CHILLING AND 
IMMENSELY SATISFYING effect." 



THE VjIKL WITH THE 

DRAGON TATTOO 




See Molly Eichel's feature on p. 35 for 
more info. Fri., April 2, 8 p.m., free. 

PHILADELPHIA FILM SOCIETY 

Prince Mtuic Theater. 1412 Chestnut 
St n filmadelphia.org Pyachoi 1960. 
US., 109min.kAboy'sbesl friend is his 
mother. Wed.,April 7,7:30 p.m., $6-$ 10. 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Benjamin Franklin Room, Houston 
Hall, 3417 Spruce St., 215-898-8216, 
theothersideofimmigration.com. The 
Other Side of Immigration I 2009, 
55min..U.S): Roy Germano culls 
interviews with residents of Mexican 
towns where half the population has 




THE SURPRISE COMEDY 
OF THE SPRING!" 




cioCitylsIand 

Truth Is Stranger Than Family 

. . 7 * 8 

www.cityislandmovie.com 



AN EXHILARATING GIFT 
FOR MOVIEGOERS!" 

AN EXPERTLY WRITTEN JOYRIDE... 

SPEARHEADED BY ANDY GARCIA'S 
VIRTUOSO PERFORMANCE." 



"WHATEVER YOU DO. 
DO NOT MISS THIS FILM!" 



EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 

NOW PLAYING 










| there're jokes TO be had at the expense 

^ of April Fools. Just not by me. There'll be noth- 
| ing funny come April 1 1f some flash mob runs 
| ram pant through City Hall, or punks Donovan 
z McNabb about trading him to a third-rate team 
in Cali — oh, sorry. Besides, what's foolish about 
National Grilled Cheese Month? Nothing, thanks 
to World Cafe Live and Di Bruno Bros.' Emilio 
Mignucci who'll pair international cheeses with 
good ol’ USA beers throughout the month, starting 
April 3. Seriously. >• OK, this isfoolish: This week, 
that Apple megastore that's still not swearing it's 
openingatl6th and Walnut this summer Is holding 
Interviews for employee appl icants — "genius" 
positions, etc. Rumor says they want “personal- 
ity " over technological ability or expertise as they 
can teach potential Mac-men the Apple way. Hey, 
dummies: Smile and talka lot > Maximal Art's 
John Wind debuts his AIDS Jewelry Project’s 
charms-based wares at JimmyStyle's meet- 
n-greet on East Passyunk April 7. Fifty percent 
of sales reach ActionAIDS and the Mazzoni 
Center. ► MC Reg Smith— Subliminal Orphan, 
longtime part of TuPhace's crew — is joining 
Wishbone's soul-sonic-forcefor its monthlyfirst 
Mondays funk-n-fried chicken live R SB /rap jam at 
National Mechanics April 5. Chuck D's anchoring 
a house band . and West Ph lily's hi p-hop ensemble 
Out Da Basement joi ns thefun. ► Nick Stuccio 
and his fellow Fringe-y honchos named Craig T. 
Peterson as the guy to run thei r year-round Live 
Arts Brewery It ain't about tapping beer, it's a 
performance art development center. The LAB rat 
j. used to head up NYC's Dance Theater Workshop 
z ► Ice dropped the first wordson Wishing Well 
3 in the Italian Market waiting for its liquor license 
J beforeitopenedfer-real.TheNinth-and-Catharine 
£ fooderie becomes fer-real ler-real April 5, with 
“ booze and Carmen Cappello and Chris Martino 
z flipping Shame burgers. >- No one messes with 
^ the Tiberinos. especially not Ellen Tiberino. The 

* painter/ceramicists solo exhibition at Vintage 
; Wine Bar on S. 1 3th startsApril 1 at 5 p.m. ► 
< Remember Grape Street Pub in Manayunk? Do 
- you one better — remember Manayunk? 'Yunk 
| was the only quasi-suburb (save Ardmore) you 
; didn t feel dirty patronizing. Grape Streethadgood 

* points(TomDelColle'smartinis)inthe'90s.Now 
£ it’s become theGrapeRoom (courtesy Scooter 
o. from Stargazer Lily) with Itsfiistflooronce again 
i filled with bands staitingApril t with The Fractals 
® andStephHayes.thelatterofwhomjustdropped 
x a live CD, Mostly True Stories and Dirty Beauty, a 
5 studio jam from her band The Good Problems. 
3 Ybu should have such problems. ► More Ice? 
j Citypaper.net/icepack. 

a ta amnmskStritvnanpr nati 




[Yourto-do list, no matter what you’re doing ] 




[ that gum you like is coming back in style ] 

DAMN FINE PIE 

Twin Peaks - inspired art and a pie-tasting con- 
test? Like Fishtown needed to get any weirder. 

By Emily Currier 



THE BLACK DOG RUNS AT NIGHT I Opening reception Fri., April 
2, 5p.m.-mid., free, through April 30, Piranha Betty's Art Market, 2472 
FrankfordAce.. 856-630-5292, pimnhabettya.com 

uburbs are even scarier than the city; everyone keeps 
their doors closed. Small towns are even worse," says 
artist and Kensington resident Mike Smash (ne Mash). 
His views may be due in part to one-time Philly resident David 
Lynch’s iiber-creepy cult TV show Dvin Peaks, a dark netherworld 
that exposes what is ugly and scary in cloistered small towns. 

For his Twin Peaks-themed art show “The Black Dog Runs 
at Night,” Piranha Betty’s Art Market will be decked out as 
locales from Lynch's surreal mystery set in Twin Peaks, Wash., 
where everyone knows everyone and nothing is what it seems. 
Guests will pass through a red curtain to get to the main space, 
which will be peppered with vendors selling art pieces inspired 
by the show and shrines to the dearly departed Laura Palmer, 
the corpse who fuels the first season. Bring your own camera 
and lounge in the love seat of The Black Lodge, snapping shots 
against the checkered tiles. 

The serial drama's legacy has endured because of the compli- 



cated arcs and surreal mysteries surrounding Laura's death (fan 
of Lost? Thank TUiin Peaks). It all takes place in a town that Smash 
says is “so fantastic, it could be believable." 

“The event is for people who know about Twin Peaks to get togeth- 
er a nd be geeks about it,” says Sma sh, who coordinated and contrib- 
utes to the event. More than 20 artists working in different media 
— from glasswork to tattoos — represent, with items ranging from 
the obvious (mugnetsdepicting the mugs of stars Kyle MacLachlan 
and Lara Flynn Boyle) to the fanboyish (owl prints, BOB refer- 
ences). Building on his collection of custom-made dolls, Smash will 
premiere post-mortem Laura Palmer figurines made from partsof 
mainstream toys, arrayed in blue paint and shrink-wrap. 

For the opening reception, 
guests are encouraged to slip 
into the skins of Twin Fteaks’ 
residents. Suit up to be Special 
Agent Dale Cooper, or get in the 

— er, Denise — Bryson (origi- 
nally played by David Duchovny). Slicking back his longhair and 
garbed in flannel, Smash will be slinking around in the guise of 
coke-dealing trucker Leo Johnson. 

Under the Double R Diner’s insignia, you'll be able to pick up 
a cup of damn good coffee (served black, to Agent Cooper's taste) 
and samples of pie made by local bakers and grandmas alike. The 
best pie — voted on by attendees — will win the bragging rights of 
being "Ruin Peais-worthy."And, of course, be put in thepantheon 
of where pies go when they die. 



Suit up to 
be Special 
Agent Dale 
i Cooper. 



lily.curriertScitypc 






24 s. 15th st. 

Philadelphia, pa 19102 
p:215.985.9600 
goodogbar.com 

SIX SUNDAY 

SIPS FOR ^ 

SIX BUCKS! 

□II six cocktails only $6 all day -undayi! 

"rRoyale 

fwnpbflnj 



Hot Chocolate Surprise 

hot chocolate with white creme de 
men the & darto creme de cacao 

Gin & Germain Collins 

rangpur & st. german with apple 
Jdlce. ginger, soda & lemon 

Cranberry Hot Toddy 



Thursday 4/1: Meet the brewer 
Sloudt’s with a firkin of Kai nival Kolsch 
Tuesday 4/6: Flying Fish Beer Dinner 
“An Evening With die Exit Series” 

seals are limited, call or visit our website for info 



with o plchte garnish 



Serving Brunch Saturday & Sunday 
1 1:30am -,5:00pm 

Outdoor seating is now available! 



free parking oil germantown avc 

open 11:30am - 2am 

215-925-1600 I00ln2nd»t 

swifihalipub.com daily phib, pa 19123 




Goaol Bordello 


Devotchke 


Sat, May 1 at 8:30pm 


Jonsi 

May 3 at 8pm 


Death Vessel 


Dr. Dog 


Deer Tick 


Thursday, May <3 at 8:30pm ( SE3» 


Dark Star Orchestra 


Recreating 


Thursday, May 20 at 8:30pm 


Experience! 



ELECTRIC ^0) FACTORY 



^ 795 ?* gnfipple tip 



ELECTRIC FACTORY BOX OFFICE, (MOM-SAT. N00N-6PM, NO 
SERVICE FEE FOR CASH PURCHASES) TICKETMASTER.COM, 
MetmastW OUTLETS OR BV PHONE 1-800-745-3000, 








E W Weekly 
M Monthly 

1 One-off 

5 N/C No Charge 

£ » Breaks 

S * Downtempo 



* Drum ’n' Bass 
Dubstep/Garage 

fS Electro 

* Experimental 
k Funk/Soul 

O Goth/lndustrial 



» Hp-hop 
* House 




C Reggae 



k Rock/Pop 
® Techno 
S Top 40 

Hip-hop/ R&B 
© Trance 
© World 





+ 93 'TIL INFINITY 

GW® The Khyber. w/ Apple Juice and 
Danophonlc. no cover. Damn, people 
sure have been hype ontlie '90s lately, 
from dance music to hip-hop. The 
Khyber's new party Is a full-on stab at 
brlngn"90s dance party action live and 
direct to you in the bowels of Old City. 
After his recent Blunted mixtape gave 
yousomelawr.DJ Apple Juice Is ready 
to mckya body proper in the dub. He says: "We're doing it midweek 'cause we 
live young and don't believe in waiting till the weekend to get funky." 



SAT., APRIL 3 




WED.,APRL7 



©Silk Cily w/Solomonic Soun 
SontLRuscul Inll.FoundaUoi 
and real rockore only $5. 



SUN., APRIL 4 

PEEPS 10 » • © k Vi’KunyKu 

yoldown with EuMor.cnll forprire. 

MON, APRIL. 5. 

* ©KunyFu Necktie tv/Juy West. 
Willvunl. Devunt. I ho influential 



fcitypapep.net 




CULTURAL OUTINGS SPORTING EVENTS HIKING CONCERTS DANCING 



Wat 6 



fim 






What are you waiting for? 






Fill your social calendar with exciting activities and meet great new 
friends to share them with. Events and Adventures is an activities club 
specializing in fun and friendship for singles. We have something for 
everyone, including: 

• Cultural Outings • Concerts 

■ Sporting Events • Comedy Nights 

• Hiking • Wine Tastings 






Boating 

Travel 

Horseback Rides 



pCKETS: 



lotsofevents.com 






The Best New Way to Meet Singles! 





the agenda 



peertopeer 



► MOVIE MONDAY: 

BLACK DYNAMITE 

Geek mecca Geekadelphia held Its 
first movie night in February, screening 
Zombie land to 400 corn syrup-covered 
fake corpses. Now, the blog teams up with 
every gal's favorite dating dish, Shmitten 
Kitten, for a cult movie night-meets-dance 
ion send-up Black Dynamite, boogie down 
in a 70s-themed costume contest. As SK co-founder Anna Goldfarb puts it 
■(We're] the Pam Grier to Geekadelphia's Rudy Ray Moore." Mon.. April 26. 
8 p.m.. S3, Trocadero. 1003 Arch St. 21 5-922-6888, thetroc.com. 

> LOCUST MOON OPENING 

It's not hard to come across stories of Video Library, a video rental and comic 
book store in University City. When it closed Iasi year, a cultural center was 
lost. “It was pretty dear to me that the place was loved by the community," 
says Chris Stevens, a local graphic novelist. Stevens Is the co-owner of Locust 
Moon, a new store opening in Video Library's former digs that will remain 
true to the space's comics, movie and video game traditions. Stevens hopes 
when Locust Moon opens — with a signing by artist Farel Dalrymple — that 
community is reignited. Wed . April 14. 4-7 p.m., free, 4040 Locust SL 



> HERITAGE DAY 





NEW! Happy Hour 



ft 



Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm 

Vz Price 

Local Drafts 
& 

Appetizers ! 





required). Chemical Heritage Foundation. 315 Chestnut St., 215-925-2222, 
chemherltage.org/heritageday. 



Brian James Km MM U Tecmcaly POUy OrM/ om) 





flftote. 


west Chester, pa 

142 E. Market street 


THU APRIL 1st-7pm 

An 18+ Event with... 

Fair To Midland 

Kamivool - Enstride 


TUE APRIL 6th -7pm 

New Music Tuesday 

The KMX BAND 
Cinema Arcade 


FRI APRIL 2nd -8pm 

SOJA 

with Mambo Sauce 


FRI APRIL 9th-10:30pm 

Silent Disco 


SAT APRIL 3rd-8pm 

Soraia 

Shovelhook 
Stygian - Evolv 


i/iimtatn>im*t<rtia 
Ms |/pm>; U Slim Duo »/ IMMiMbi 
( lOJOpml, 4/10 Jtdl Mind Indolll , 4/41 
MnnliTuade: 4/1 S (nth tap. VHSBnUAMg 

siirtgM. 4/SI UuWolfi MO (»un Hi 


Open Mic Monday's 

Solo Artist's & Full Bands 
Come on out Monday night's 
& rock the big stage! 


m \ Mur <U.I Wl.lt :« *9»>1. 4,14 Vonltal 
l/SOCtpivrtd 1, Moll. S.'l Ms. Mn, 1 (U *00,,. 

•lid ■ 1, S.T,|l;,ll,.l,n,»ll.li.ll.:il»-. 
S/SI Siw DoiM. S/15 Knrnin to Mi 1 «n« lend 
Dlinilnr. S//0 OdMSlndtown Sl,t,[*'l Itroto. 


For Oar Ful Schedule. Tickets & Club Into, Check Our Web Site 

www.thenotewc.com 



PRETTY LIGHTS 

EMANCIPATOR ■ Mil QUBSWION 

our jm omnu io go tie disco usajrrs. 


; TEMPER TRAP 

• •• THE KiSSAWAY TRAIL 







FLORENCES', " 
MACHINE EK 



BLACK REBEL 
MOTORCYCLE CLUB 



THIS MON, 4'5 THIS TUES, 4'6 S8PM! 


BLUE OCTOBER "SAffl* 


TS 

■ 


MIDLAKE rSiSS 




JON ANDERSON Sn> 


“%l 


GANDALF MURPHY KSSS" "sm 


|J V 

_ .Z- 

__L Z 


HONOR SOCIETY n»tSSS 


'! 11 
lITS 


TRANSATLANTIC sssssSssb 




HOT CHIP — 




JANEANE GAROFALO -»■«*»■ 


l.lj‘0 ,J 

■ _ 


■>KAKI KING sSs»«>" 


ZTj-F, 


AMON AMARTH "TR 




HALESTORM “SKT * 




SIA P .• am..™. 


_3 


OK GO “KS 


“a 


WE THE KINGS 


jm 


JOSH RITTER a f* rent cur am w SP „ 


J| 




1 


DIERKS BENTLEY ^ 

£ TR AVE LIN W 1 c,COUR YS 


mi®l3W H AYEs'cARLL 



§>MUMFORD & SONS 

■ ■.i.i,^i[,-].fiSllr.{IJ»ll.|.lMJ.t.-.1 

SUNDAY, May IB AT IPM 










+ AGENDA PICKS 



the agenda 










RODOER LAPELLE GALLER- 

IES. 122 N 3rd St., 215-592-0232. 
OPENING RECEPTION. Feature. 

Martin Poole. Run. through Apr. 30 . 
Find Friday Fri, Apr. 2, 6pm Open- 




St , 2 15-923-7030 TI IE 1 IER- 
MAPHRODITES LIVING IN TWO 
WORLDS, Feature, a group of 



orti.tr a. they ahowcaee the literal 
and conceptual idea of belonging to 




through May. 1. Artiet reception 
Fri, Apr. 2, 5pm, Y . THE PEACE- 
ABLE QUEENDOM, Feature, 
work by Philly arti.l Adolaide Paul. 



reception Fri. Apr. 2. 5-Spm Y . 



+ MUSIC 

► rock/pop 

THURSDAY 4/1 



A SUNNY DAY IN GLASGOW 

with Arc In Round A The Homo- 
phone., 8pm, $10. Rung Fu Necktie, 
1250 N. Front St. 215-291-4919 

OVERKILL with Vader. God 

7:30pm, $21-S64,Trocadero, 1003 
Arch St, 215-922-5483. 

SANDLOT HEROES with Tim 

Butler & Toliaman. 8pm. SlO.Tln 
Angel, 20 S 2nd St, 215-928-0770 

THE ATOMIC SQUARE with 
Glowfrienda. Pilot Cloud A The 
Defog, 8pm, $8, North Star Bar, 2639 
Poplar St ,215-684-0808. 

THE CHICKENS with The Lamp. 
A Useless Children. 8pm. $5-$10, 

dangergaUery 



Thee Nosebleeds, The Cheats A 
Officer Slug, 9pm, $8. M Room, 15 W. 
Girard Ave., 215-739-5577. 

FRIDAY 4/2 



BIG TERRIBLE with EaK AM. 
The Rowdies, Surgeon A Ah. Wilder- 
ness!, 9pm, $8, Khyber, 56 S. 2nd St, 
215-238-5888 

MAJOR LAZER with Ruelui A 
Sleigh Bell., 9pm, Starlight Ball- 
room, 460 N. 9th St. 215-769-1530. 

PRETTY LIGHTS. 9pm. $20. TLA 
334 South St.215-922-1011. 

SONATA ARCTICA with Mu- 
tiny Wi thin, Powerglove A GUm 

cadero' 1003 ArchSt. 215-922-5483. 



[ stuff It ] 




>- A HISTORY OF TAXIDERMY 

Wombats and antelopes and bears, oh my! Taxidermy, the process of pre- 
serving or mounting dead animals for study or display, has both educational 
and amusing applications — like animal furniture or stuffed house pets. Pat 
Morris, a retired University of London professor, will speak about the strange 
history ol the practice that goes way beyond hunting trophies, and why he's 
made collecting dead animals his lifelong hobby. The lecture Is paired with an 
exhibit at the Wagner, which includes rare and exbnctspedes and a massive 
collection of birds and models from around the globe. "It's even exciting to 
see common animals like a beaver," says museum drector Susan Glassman. 
"You can get so much closer here than in the wild, or even a zoo.” Wed.. April 
7 5:30-7 p.m.,$5-$8 suggested donation. Wagner Free Institute of Science. 
1 700 W. Montgomery Ave., 215-763-6529. wagnerfreeinstitutc.org. 

— Alexandra Harcharek 



[ pillow talk ] 

► WORLD PILLOW FIGHT DAY 

This weekend, people from all over the world will participate in a pillow fight 
In a public space. But not you. Unfortunately, Phlly's got that whole flash mob 
thing, so rather than lovingly smash your neighbor's face in with a (soft) pillow, 
organizers Urban Playground Movement are asking Philadelphians to stand 
togetherwearingblue. inamoment of "stilness.'Butlhat doesn't mean you can't 
have your own post-solidarity fight and let feathers fly! Sat. April 3. 3 p.m.. free. 
Washington Square Park. SlxthandWalnutstreets.stealthyelephant.org. 

— Emily Currier 



[bea 



n] 



► MARATHON READING OF THE GREAT GATSBY 

There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the 
busy and the tired. Which are you? Break the 
chainsthatbindyoutothe same old haunts in 
Center City and enjoy what organizer Arielle 
Brousse calls "an atmospheric evening" and 
marathon reading of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 
The Great Gatsbyat Kelly Writers House lo 
celebrate the 85th anniversary of the great 
American novel's publication. KWH will time-warp back to the '20s with 
themed T-shirts, copies of Gafsfiy and period music. "We have someone 
make note of every food mentioned in the book and prepare it," promises 
Brousse. "This year should be a little fancier than the popcorn and hotdogs 
we had for On the Goad" Fri.. April 2 3 p.m.. free. Kelly Writers House. 3805 
Locust Walk 215-573-9748, wrlttng.upenn.edu. 








+ Agenda Picks 

<« ccct nuea fro m previous page 

[ thril logy ] 



Passion Pit 



with Special Guest 



TERMITE TV COLLECTIVE'S THE BASICS TRILOGY 

Local video colectve Termite TV offers up the latest serving ot Its Lite Size 
Action Pictures— half -hotf'shows'orteritedaroundspecitic tie mes— with 
the Basics Trilogy (featuring 'Water; 'Food; "Shelter"). Thisevent marks 
the tirst timeTermlte has invaded Notibs' Media Bureau, and it's somewhat 
of a nontraditonal venue, which e (plains the stricture. Besides Hie shows 
tfemse Ives, Termite TV presentealarger'frilogy'of events. Inthe cate, there 
will be spoken word performances by local high-schoolers; in the gallery, 
exhibitionsof painting and photography, and n the screening room, the Action 
Pictures themselws.The shows are limy, butalso dee ply serious, and oft n 
unbelievably moving. It's impressive: making audiences see the injustice in 
our handling of humankind's basic needs while simultaneously celebrating 
the power and wonder wrapped up insomelhingassimple as a meal, a river 
anda home. Fri., Aprils 6 p.m. -mrlnight(Triogysc:eensat6, Band 1 0pm.), 
free, Media Bureau Networks Studios 725 N. Fourth St., termite, org. 

— Sam Kaplan 


tot, 9. 30pm. $5, IVit ano, 1508 South 
Sl, 2155450475. 

LEOPOLD AND H® FICTION. 

8pm, 38. Khyber. 56 S. 2nd SL, 2 15 

MONDAY 4/5 


*8 North Star Bar. 2639 RiplurSl., 
215-684-0608. 

with Holy HaiL SpnL S20. HA 334 

SOUND IN STONE. 9: 30pm, $5, 
Tritone, 1508SouthSL, 215-545- 

TUESDAY 4/6 


( herstory ] 

> LEAH B.'S -—AND HER BRAIN 


The Grither.Sleepers Woke & Adorn 
Sullivan, 7pm, $7. North Star Bar, 
2639 PoplarSt., 2 15-6 84-0 80B. 

BLACK REBEL MOTORCYCLE 

CLUB.Spnx $20. TLA. 334 South 
St., 215-922-1011. 

DAVID OARZA with Shwu i aw lien 
& Nick Howard. 7:30pm, *18. World 
Cal'e Live, 3025 Walnut St .,216- 

xTheWorx. 6:30 j«u. *10. Burba ry; 
951 FVonkford Ave ..215-4238342. 

ure Sc Odewa Stair. 8pm, *8, Khyber, 
56S.2nd Sl. 215-238-5888. 

Depredation Guild. 8pm. *12, Kung 

TIM BARRY with Rod day 
River &The Mend nger-s, 9pm, *10. 
Johnny Brenda’s, 1201 N. Frankfard 
Ave.. 2 15-739-9684. 

WEDNESDAY 4/7 


high-profile name or a bazillion-dotlar con- 
tract from JoelhePublistieftobeheard.Just ..jH 

asktransgenderanstLeahB wholes been 

tr.MHngttr atuteifps .<:•*■<»>» reqor.wf- 1 Kff/. | 

ArtHf'Bcf. aooc*sr»iiodi*«l.no> - 1 

pendentlylromlhecomlortofhercozyVoik. t ff 

Pa.,abode.Packedwithfree-versepoetryand 
prose, doodled sketches and photography shot from a disposable camera. 
Miss B.'s 'halt anecdote!' masterpiece oulines tie ups and downs of her 
commitment to tip genders. Shell present a performance -based reading 
that she says runs the emotional gamut It starts dark and depressing but 
then becomes lighter when 1 talk about blossoming as an actvist advocat- 
ing for transgender rights and social change," she says. Leah B. will also 
be there to rally support for Gender Edge, a grassroots organization she 
created to showcase and embolden the tans community through artistic 
expression. 'Tome, art ranges from a matter ot survival to a true reflection 
of my soul," she says. Ts my main purpose lor being on this Earth." Thu., 
Aprils, 7p.m„ tree, Wooden Shoe Books, 704 South St„ 215-413-0999 
woodenstioeOooka org. 

—Josh Middleton 


CHEEZV AND THE CRACK 

9:30pm. $6 Triton., ISOSSouthSt., 
215-545-0476 


the QUNSUNOERS with *25, Electric Factory, 7th & Willow 

Gentlemen Christ. La Otrarina* ««, 219836-20 00. 

ThieTetupec 9pm. SS.M Room. 15 , , 

W. Girard Ave -.21573955 77. JUiCEBOX»w,thPoly E ons. 

9pm. S5-S10, Danger Danger Gut- 

9pm. $8. M Roam, 15 W. Girard Ave _ 

SATURDAY 4/3 j 215-739-5577. 


CLASS ACTHESS wit h Sol el 

Gold. 8pm, $10, M Room. 15W.G1- 
rurd Ave.. 2 15739-5577. 

Drue.-. 8pm. *10. Kung Fu Necktie, 
1250 N. Front St., 2 15291-4919. 

Hope & Matt Hires, 7:30pm, $19 
*27, World Cafe Live, 3025 Walnut 
SL. 215222-1400. 

PAPYRUS. 8pm. *8, Khyber, 56 S, 
2nd Sl, 215-238-5888. 

CISTS with Obits. 8pm, *14, First 
U nitorian Church, 2125 Chestnut 
SL, 215563-3980. 


mere Sc Le Fits. 9pm, *10. Johnny with The Features, Bitty ClvroiOi 

Brenda’s, 1201 N. FVonkford Ave., j Brother, 7:30 pni, S13.99-$17,Tro- 

215-739-9684. codero, 1003 Arch St. ,215-922-5483. 

BEST COAST with Reading PROJECT V.I .X. with Nice the 

Rainbow &Creepoid,7pm,$10. Beast. Dosage, Kano. Visdon, Key 

Burbary.951 FVonkford Ave., 215- Wo»I&Zarinnh,9pm,*10, Khyber. 

423-8342. 56 a 2nd SL, 216-238-5888. 


BROKEN PRAYERS with The the BRONX with Violent Soho, 

Prisoners, 9:30pm, $5. TVitone, 1508 MoriachiEI Bronx* Dead Country, 

Sou thSL, 215-645-0476 9pm,*13S15, North StorBnr-2639 

CHROMETONOUESANDSTEP I'lplorSt., 21 5-684-UBOB. 

, SUNDAY 4/4 


on 

fenypapernet 


3025 Walnut St., 215-222-1 400. BERN KELLY,9pm,*7,Fire,412 

r DRIVE -BY TRUCKERS with W Gir.nl Ard, MM7U»a 




Tokyo Police Club 



KESWICKTHEATRE 

EASTON RD & KESWICK AVI ■ GLENSIDE (PHIIA). PA 









ivorlo 1 Cafe LfVe 



'EASY STAR ALL-STARS 



IHRUDEK THAN YOU | FHIDAY.AI 



q m Mice® 

II V*^y ; Wmi-IN BIRD CHOIR | MONDAY. APRIL 5 | 7:30PM 

1 NeedToBreathe 

Mutlu & Zach Deputy 



Colin Hay 



| COWBOY JUNKIES 

ozomatli 

David Garza Kate Miller-Heidke 



Chargrilled 
NOT Fried! 




1/2 POUND 



COOKED MINAY! 




THURSDAY 4/1 

MO SS NO PROBLEMS 

DJ SAMMY SLICE 
DJ COOL HAND LUKE 
HOSTTU PH ACE 



FRIDAY 4/2 

HOT MESS 
DJs APT ONE 
& SKINNY FRIEDMAN 



SUNDAY 4/4 
SUNDAE 

DJs LEE JONES & DIRTY 



MONDAY 4/5 
BACK 2 BASICS PRESENTS: 

GOOD TO GO 

DJs PHSH 8 RON CLARK 



WEDNESDAY 4/7 

Vintage Reggae 
SOLOMONIC SOUND 
ITAL SOUND 
RASCUL INT'L 



COMING UP 



RUMBAS 

Mojito 

Mondays 

Hall Price Mojitos 

All Night Long! 



o Dollar 



$2 Hum & Coke 
32 Miller Lites 
$2 Mini Burger; 
32 Chicken F mgr 



Save The 



Daiquiri 

Wednesdays 

Live Reggae 
(starts 6JRJ) 

Half Price Daiquiris 
51 Jerk Wings 

20fh & Walnut 
215-751-0404 

www.RumBurPhllly.com 




Friday 4/2 
High Kick CD releaie 
w/ Private Stock, 
Black River Thieves 
9pm *5 
Monday 4/5 
Quizzo 8pm NC 
Tuesday 4/6 

NewMuelo Showcase 
9pm NC 

Wednesday 4/7 
Dirt Worshipper, Rawar, 
Wizard Eye 






4/23 Beth Bart Bpm *20 
4/24 Bern Revue 8pm $18 
5/1 8plintered Sunlight 

(Grateful Dead Tribute 10pm $5 

6/2 Psychedelic Furs w/ 
She Went* Revenge 
9pm $30 adv/$3S day of 

for tickets visit 

theblockley.com 



vi&es^r 

WWG NIGHI.. S03S IMnjS- 1 Rams! 
S2Yuen0«gs.S3Snvdiw«ta 
Open MIc Mcht e SJUpm 

-niesau- 

*5 Burgers Al Day. S3 Ifctoy ft*. 
nWrlOmU 

Marayuck’s Best Pi* (MzSbrtse 10pm 



V> Price Appetnw Sampler 
$3 Blue Moots, S3 3 Me, SS Dirty Hoes 
Live Acoustic kteic by Brent Pekesdv 



SMteUtsMiMn 

$5 Bomb: 9pro-11pm,S2 Wei Ori*s 




S3 Coors Limits ALLOW! 

S3 Captains Cokes Sevl 1pm 
Live Music Upstairs by The Loop# 10pm 



S3 Bud Limits ALL DkYI 
DJKoMneiOpm 




28 DRAFT 
BEERS! 



FRIDAY 4/2 
$3 Sierra Nevada 

20 02. drafts 

SATURDAY 4/3 
$2 Bud Light Bodies 
Karaoke is back! 

DJ Bob (9pm-2am) 

SUNDAY 4/4 
$2 Coors Light 

20 oz drafts £ battles 



TUESDAY 4/6 

S3 Victory 

:0 02. drafts 8, bodies 



$3 Sam Adams 
20 02. drafts £ bottles 

Come watch the 
NCAA playoffs! 



"17 



$1.00 

SLIDER 



$2.20 



$ 3 .oo 

COCKTAIL 



$4.oo 



$5.oo 

POUND OF PEEL 
AND EAT SHRIMP 



HAPPY HOUR 

5pm -7pm NIGHTLY 



S. 17th St. 



tavem17restaurant.com 



BflUBARY 

9»1 FRANKFORD 
£ DELAWARE AVE 

WCdvERjil 

TROUNCE ! 



— TEN 

COMMANDMENTS 

i RLG6AE^|OULON4SS 



®0*AUSTN : 
STU1I : 

Ho covii El 



TIGEKBE 4 TS* 



* 90 ? PARTY ] 



BMK 0 UT 



fchyber 
















TROCADERO THEATRE/ 




SquMtafl Br». Sideshow (Ca 
4/14 BLUEBOND MUSIC ADULT STUDENT CONCERT (21*) 
4/ IS' WE HOCK. LIVE! (lfl*) 4/1& RazorMadeSkln (21*) 



1003 Aich Street Philadelphia - 215.922.688S 

























spiritsister 



1 CUKE TIPS 

| > FOR PENNSYLVANIANS, CREATING bar- 

| quality cocktails at home is both a joy and an 
endless frustration. Though thebasictools of the 
trade (pint glass, shaker bn, bar spoon, strainer, 
muddler, jigger) can be had for about $1 0 at any 
restaurant supply shop, the right liquid components 
can be hard to come by in the commonwealth's 
Wine&Spirits stores. 

This perpetual lack was my inspiration fora 
party- worthy cocktail, the PLCB Cucumber Crush, 
thatcan be assembledwith just two stops— one 
to a liquor store for locally disblled Bluecoat gin 
and the Italian aperibf Campari, and another to a 
market to pick up cucumbeis. tarragon, grapefruit 
juice and dub soda. Cucumber andgln is aclassic 
pairing, and the citrus top notes of Bluecoat make 
for a drink that even gin haters will enjoy. 

Muddling cukes andtarragon together releases 
their essenbal flavors, while a dashof honey syrup 
(method below) introduce warmth to the other- 
wise light/refreshing flavor profiles of the other 
ingredients. Making the PLCB Cucumber Crush 
also gives home mixologists a chance to hone 
their mulb-step drink-making skills. Muddled 
ingredients are left behind in the bn when the 
mixture is strained over rocks, creating a bright 
cocktail with no messy, mashed- up bits. 

This recipe createsa tart result. The drink can be 
sweetened by adding addlbonal honey syrup. 




Q The PLCB Cucumber Crush 

1 3 heaping barspoons peeled, diced cucumber 

■ Leaves of one sprig of tarragon 

2 (alternatives: mint or lemon verbena) 

t Dashof honey syrup’ 

1 1/2 ounce Bluecoat gin 
1 IMounce Campari 

” 1 ounce grapefruit juice 



3 



Two cucumber slices as garnish 

In apint glass, muddle cucumber, tarragon and 
honey syrup together until thoroughly crushed. 
Add ice to glass; pour in Bluecoat Campari and 
grapefruitjuice. Placeshakerrinon tip of pint glass 
and tap to seal; shake mixture hard until outside 
of the tin frosts. Place several fresh icecubes i n a 
highball glass. Strain mixture Into preparedglass. 
leaving all solids behind in the bn. Top drink with 
club soda to fill; garnish with cucumber slices. 

’Honey syrup is easy to make: Simply combine 
equal parts honey and near-boiling water and stir 
to combine. Refrigerate in a sealed container. 




(OCTOPUS) BALLS 
TO THE WALL 

Takoyaki, the Japanese street snack you didn’t 
know you were waiting for, has finally landed in 
Philadelphia. By Trey Popp 



MARU GLOBAL TAKOYAKI | 255 S. 10th St, 267 -273-0567, 
maruphilly.com. Mon. -Thu., 1 1 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.Sat., 1 1 a.m.-l 1 p 
closed Sun. Salads and sides, $2. 75-S6.95; soup and rice dishes, $2 
takoyaki, $3.25 (forsixt-$25 ifor50);yakisoba, $5.99 -$6.99; combo i 
bento boxes, $7D9-$1 1.99. BYOB. Wheelchair accessible. 



ind 



T he first of April is a strange day to say it, ^ 

but there’s no sense in waiting, so here 
goes. Friends, foodies, Philadelphians, j More on 

lend me your ears: The time has come to eat 1 CllyPuPoP 1181 

octopus balls. 

I’m not talking about an underwater analogue 
of prairie oysters. You’d have to swallow a lot of octopus testes 
to kill a decent hunger pang. (As opposed to octopus dinga lings, 
which can grow to lengths that would stagger a pom star.) 

I’m talking about takoyaki, a spherical Japanese street snack 
that’s somewhere between a crepe, a fritter and a doughnut hole 
— only with a bit of octopus tentacle tucked into the middle. News 
of their availability in Philly may still sound like an April Fools’ 
prank to people who’ve pined for these savory treats eversince a 



trip to Tbkyo. Chowhound.com threads dedicated to tracking down 
Stateside versions are shot through with longing and disappoint- 
ment, not to mention betrayed hope. Back in 2006 — the same year 
Masaharu Morimoto made some lobster takoyaki on Iron Chef 
America — the Japan-based Gindaco fast-food chain announced 
plans to bring the snack to 20 locations in California between 2007 
and 2010. They've yet to open the first In the meantime, takoyaki 
sightings seem to have been vanishingly rare, outside of a few 
spots in Los Angeles and New York. 

Td never tasted an octopus ball until I walked into Maru 
Global Tkkoyaki on 10th Street between Locust and Spruce. The 
narrow storefront isn’t much to look at. There’s a cash register 
by the door, a fridge and TV in the back comer, and a few tables 
and chairs opposite a long counter. The spare decor ensures that 
Ryo Igarashi's takoyaki griddle — a compact shelf of cast iron 
pocked with inch-deep dimples — is the 



MOR= -OOD AND center of attention. 

DRINK COVERAGE . , 

at CiTVPAPER NET/ The Tokyo native drops a bit of batter 
MEALTICKET into a dimple; adds bits of octopus, scal- 

lion and pickled ginger as it sizzles; and 
deftly flips the puffing morsel upside down with a pair of slender 
skewers to crisp its other half. He credits powdered mountain yam 
for giving the batter its distinguishing lift. There is little room for 
error. One of Igarashi’s line cooks says it took him a week of failure 
before he scaled the takoyaki learning curve. 

Igarashi has cooked at RAW, Amada and Distrito. Each of 
those kitchens can turn out dishes that shine — but I can’t 
think of a single one that beat my first octopus ball at Mam. The 



(Octopus) Balls to the Wall 



How long since nov- 
elty and comfort had 
come together in such a 
gestalt? How long since 
“d been this eager for a 
second bite? 

batter, fragrant with dashi, puffed around its cargo 
like edible goose-down edged with a layer of crispi- 
ness as delicate as a micrometer of meringue. Bach 
squash-ball-size globe rode on a sweet-sour slick of 
Worcestershire-dominated tonkatsu sauce. The compo- 
sition crested in wide ribbons of dried bonito whose fla- 
vor seemed to spring from the depths of another dimen- 
sion and whose beauty rivaled a pale roseate pane of 
shaved Spanish ham. 

Wet, dry, crackle, puff — four textures collapsed on my 
tongue and a tender tentacle emerged as a fifth. Bach fla- 
vor burst wide open in unison. I was as giddy as a traveler 
and as surprised as a child. How long since novelty and 
comfort had come together in such a gestalt? How long 
since I’d been this eager for a second bite? 

Maru sells six balls in a paper boat for S3.25. It never 
got better than that first half-dozen — though a denser 
sweet-and-sour miso version came close, on the strength 
of the contrast between its crispy shell and moist inte- 
rior. That's partly because chasing your first high is a 
lost cause. But execution also varies, as a second round 
of the traditional octopus balls showed. Five seconds on 
the griddle may be all that separates perfect from not 
quite, but the gap between them is wide. (Whatever you 
do, don’t let them steam under the foil of a takeaway 
package; these are best eaten the moment they land in 
your hand.) 

Octopus isn’t the only option — you can substitute 
shrimp, chicken, sirloin or tofu in the more traditional 
balls. Igarashi, who runs the place with his wife, Nicole, 
also crafts a few heterodox varieties. A cheesesteak ver- 
sion is a step toward straight junk food, That isn’t neces- 
sarily a knock against them — they’re pretty great junk 
food — but they lack the textural complexity that makes 
their Japanese counterparts so bewitching. The same 
goes for a south-of-the-border corn and cotija cheese 
takoyaki, though they come with a vivid salsa verde 
that three-quarters of Philadelphia’s taco joints could 
learn something from. 

The unexpected excellence of that salsa isn’t the only 
surprise. Maru’s fresh-cut French fries (which were 
good one day but too greasy the next) come with a dip- 
ping sauce that could give Monk’s a run for its money. A 
roux-based, garam-masala-spiked beef curry is another 
winner, as long as the ladle doesn’t completely miss 
the beef (which Igarashi happily corrected when my 
original scoop turned up only potatoes and carrots). 

The crab-cake balls are no great shakes, but dessert 
takoyaki flecked with molten chocolate chips are flat- 
out delicious. 

Maru has a little ways to go when it comes to consisten- 
cy, but $3.25 is a pittance to pay for a shot at streot-snack 
perfection. So listen up. It’s no joke. The time has come to 
eat octopus balls, and there's no sense in waiting. 

<t_popp@citypaper. net) 




i celebrate Earth Day with the Greenest Brewery 
. We'll be giving out Plants In a Pint glass to the 
: eager and early customers. 1 1 :30 start time. 



► Gunn’s Quizzo Jawn 

Every Monday at 8:30pm 



Let the 
feeding 
frenzy 
begin. 



Landmark 

AMERICANA 

TAP A GRILL 

www.landmarkamericana.com 



3333 MARKET ST 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 
21 5.222.4500 



BEER BAR TAQUERIA 

Friday, April 9th 

Lunch with The Stoudt's Brewery 

Featuring a Firkin of Stoudt's Double I.P.A. as well as 
some other great draft selections. 

Tuesday, April 13th 

Meet The Brewer For Lunch!!! 

We are proud to welcome Master Brewer, Hans Peter 
Drexler, of Schneider. We will be pouring The Schneider 
Edelweiss, Hopfenweiss, Aventinus, and Aventinus 
Eisbock. A can't miss Lunchtime event. 

Thursday, April 22nd 

The Earth Day Planted Pint giveaway 
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Happy Hour 5-7pm 
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Watch the Easter Promenade 



From Our Sidewalk Cafe 






f/ue/a/to /y 

Italian Deli 

267 * 7 61-9372 



GRACE 

tavern 

~ o lovingly restored ... 
<s ^ neighborhood lovem S^’ 

great beer, winel. spirits 



Ced ars 

Wltditfilanian. Cuiii/ie- . Open 7 cUufb a. mttk. 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves and Seafood specialty 

616 S. 2 1 " 1 Street 
215.925.4950 
ivww.cedarsrestaurant.com 



full menu ll:30om - 2qm daily | 




NOW SEATING 



Wishing Well Public House | Opening this Monday, 
April 5, Wishing Well is a joint venture from longtime 
friends Chris Martino and Cannon Cappcllo, the latter 
returning to his hometown after years cooking in Atlanta. 
Their redo of Pat Bombino’s opened the space consider- 
ably, making room for a mahogany bar with 12 taps and 
plenty of high-top seating (the spot can accommodate a 
little more than 60). Cappello is offering bar and dinner 
menus; aside from his signature egg- and scrapple-topped 
SHAME Burger, he'll do eats like beePjalapeno pierogies, 
black-eyed pea hummus and pork osso buco with mascar- 
pone polenta. They'll be open daily from 4 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
767 S. Ninth St ., 215-238-6555, wishingwellphUly.com. 

WAITING LIST 

Serafina | Filling the first and second floors of the 10 
Rittenhouse building, Philly’s Serafina location (there 
are five in NYC) is up for a fall 2010 opening. The res- 
taurant, which specializes in Northern Italian faro (a 
focus on pasta, risotto, grilled meat/fish and pizza), will 
have room for about 100, with views out onto the street 
from 18th and Sansom, plus outdoor seating. Apps will 
run S7 to $15 and entries will range from S17 to $28, 10 
Rittenhouse, 130 S. 18th St., serafinarestaurant.com. 

Rybread | Ryan Pollock, a former architect, plans on 
unveiling this cafe on Fairmount in mid-April. He’ll use 
LeBus breads and Boar's Head meats to craft specialty 
sandwiches, all of which are named after U.S. cities. 
2319 Fairmount Ave., 215-769-0603, rybreadcafe.com. 

LITTLE VITTLES 

SquareBurger, Stephen Starr's burger/shake shack 
on Franklin Square (Sixth and Race streets), has 
reopened for the season. ■ Adsum is the name of the 
collcgiatcly polished restaurant (think chalkboard 
menus and old-school lab tables doubling as guest seat- 
ing) former Lacroix chef Matthew Levin is opening at 
Fifth and Bainbridge in May or June. Levin envisions 
the restaurant as a neighborhood bistro featuring 
down-to-earth grub. 



or c aintS-135-8444, ext 21 8 










small bites 




► Bhut Jolokia Hot Sauces at WMD 

The mythical Indian bhut jolokia, 
aka “ghost pepper,” is the hottest 
damn tiling on the planet. But 
did you know people are making 
surprisingly palatable sauces 
with it? Bobby Bolders of WMD 
Hot Sauce (1212 South St„ 888- 
WMD-HTSC, wmdliotsauce.com) 
currently offers a carrot-based bhut sauce, in four heat 
levels, that capitalizes on the pepper's woodsy characteris- 
tics. Bottles range from $6.99 to $8.99; spice levels 1 and 2 
are pleasingly tingly, while 3 and 4 kick you in the mouth. 
Bolders is also perfecting bhut sauces with tomato, pine- 
apple, mango and mango/curry bases. —Drew Lazor 




► New Kitchen at Murph’s Bar 

Fishtown’s Murph's Bar (202 E. 
Girard Ave., 215-425-1847)has 
overhauled its kitchen, and its 
approach to food along with it. 
There are now decadent seafood 
pizzas, like Shrimp Scampi (pic- 
tured), and sandwiches like the 
Chuck Wagon, stuffed with slow- 
cooked beef brisket. Murph’s state-of-the-art oven system 
also allows them to make bread in-house, as well as ditch 
the fryer in favor of healthily baking staples like fries and 
wings. — Ptah Gabrie 




► Spring Cocktail List at APO 

Preston Eckman, beverage 
manager at APO Bar + Lounge 
(102 S. 13th St., 215-735-7500, 
™ apothccarylounge.com), rolled 
out his spring cocktail list last 
week. This time around, APO 
is going lighter in the alcohol 
content department to encour- 
age your multi-drink tendencies to come out and play. 
There are gin-based treats, as well as a bourbon cocktail 
that features Curasao Eckman infuses with chamomile, 
but our favorite is the artful Beneath the Bastion (pic- 
tured): Yamazaki single malt whiskey, blackberry pur6e, 
grapefruit, lemon, orange bitters and honey sourced from 
Smyrna, Del., all topped with an egg-white foam. — DL 



>• Philly's Best Food 

When Frank Kotulka and Charlie Nappa decided to 
put together a regional cookbook, they tapped the best 
sources they knew for the recipes: friends and fam- 
ily. Philly’s Best Food, with a foreword from CFs own 
Felicia D’Ambrosio, features clear-cut how-tos high- 
lighting a diversity of ethnic backgrounds — learn how 
to make Cambodian beef skewers, Hungarian goulash, 
Italian bean soup and more. (There are cheesosteak and 
Tandy Kake recipes, too.) The book is available online 
at ourbestfood.com, as well as at Reading Terminal 
Market (12th and Arch streets), Head House Books (619 
S. Second St.) and Fante’s ( 1006 S. Ninth St, ). — DL 





NEW ORLEANS CAFE 



M 



Ro-Zu 

a tdu/tnc/meya^iatieje fSJi 

En|oy the exotic delicacies of Japan, in authentic tradltk 
freshly prepared by Chef Todd Dae Kulper and our staff. 

Open daily • BYOB 

Ro-Zu also provides take out and off premise catering se. 

700 South 7th Street 
(Southwest Comer of 7to & Beintaldge Streets) 

(267) 273-0885 . rozu700@aol.com 



414 S. Second • 215.574.16S7 



THE GREAT FOOD onri FU1J 
NEW ORLEANS HEADHOUSE SQUARE 



OUTDOOR DINING 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
LATE NIGHT DINING 

Wake Reservations now for Easter 




NEW FAST LUNCH! 

GREAT QUALITY - GREAT PRICE - FAST 
6 Menu Items all under $6 
Monday - Friday ir.joam - 2pm 



HAPPY HOUR 

Mon-Fri 4-6PM 
All Drafts $; & Belgians 
Too! 

KARAOKE 

Every Sunday toPM-zAM 



BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun At ioAM 

2 WHEEL 
TUESDAYS 

Ride Your Motorcycle For 
Drink Specials! 



215.627.6711 



MINAR ja pALACE 

Fine Indian Cuisine 

NEW WALNUT STREET 
LOCATION 

Monday - Friday. 11:30am - 9:00pm 
Saturday. 12:30pm to 9:00pm 










[i love you, i hate you] 



BEAUTIFUL JAGUAR 

I love to press my body real tight against yours; 
ribs weaving, hip bones locked, your strong arms 
wrapped around me. 1 love to inhale your scent, feel 
and hear you breathing. When I’m holding myself 
against you like this it barely feels sexual; 1 feelso 
safe and secure being this dose to another warm 

■ body. I trust you completely. I know it is difficult for 
both of us to say how we feel; but when you let me 
press myself against you I know we're all OK. 

I FORGIVEAND FORGET 



I'm too good for you, you go 



ve the fuck on! I'm do 



FORGET YOU.. 

HATE LOVING YOU 




will be n thing of the past I'm just s 
for the time that 1 can't get bade. ,V 
“CONNECTION" canyouhelpme 

I KNOWYOU DID 






y wallet. You know you bump 

o.Youknowyou did itandyoi 
prove anything but I doubt 1’ 

I the only one you've robbed. 1 put all the pieces 
i together in my head the next morning. 1 hope ye 



MYSTERY NOTE GUY 

, in Center City in the park with all the wooden 
i benches and tables. I was blonde, friend was bru- 
| nette with a little dog You walked by and left me 
! a note and it made me smile. It actually made my 
j day. Unfortunately.you were not forward enough 

| to talk. 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

j What a wanker! Saturday night at Westy's. I can't 



BITCH. How I 

•eedsmok- I 
BITCH. 



Pkladtl} bin's ottly All inclusive Night Cluls 

ThePleasureGardenClub.com 



Hoi Porties For Hoi Couples - Online Reservations Required 



moon. 1 traded in my daily news fora stint at a 
mental hospital. ..and well, you were gone. 1 still 
think you’re the hard pretzel, he’s t he cranberry 
juice, and I'm the mustard. 



the pressure and expectations. Then 1 want to 
ae back to the future and see you again, withou 

mad at each other for all we’ve wrote and all 

'll see each other again and it'll be wonderful. 1 
nt us to forget about the computer love. Forget 
rut the sex or lack of it. Forget about the cheat- 
. Let's just start from the 10 yard line and be 
J friends. Treat each other right this time. Can 



TENDERING MY RESIGNATION! 




Want to meet our members before you tome out? Have more questions? 
Phllly s Holes! Lifestyle Community Lust Till DaWll.COm 



•n, and I can never say any of these words to 



s and fun, without all of the cn 



HE’S NOT THE ONE 

I know that its been a long time. Over a year.I will 

the fact that my heart is so fucking big.. For the 
wrong people.. I cant help myself I'm inlove with 
you.. It hurts me because I can't show you how 1 
feel without the fucking haters in the fucking way... 
He can't read, or write.. Soon all this shit with him 



IN THE MIDST 



I childhood.. .ortake the best of rhildhoo, 
hood and mix it up. Have a kid! Became 
j ifyou're 8, you’re most Ukely not havini 



MISSYA 

They neverpublish me ut Westies. So I don’t know 
if you get my messages t here. What 1 wanted to 
say is “I Miss Ya'and maybe one of these days I'll 
give in and call ya. 1 think there are forces that are 
against us.. maybe it’s you? I'd be your friend, if 
I that's all youwanted. Is that all you want? Let me 
i know. Don’t lie. 



i say that the word “prick" can describe you ac- 
! curately.Aman gets up in front ofa whole bar and 

i overwith your pretentious, dourhebag bullshit. I 
! bopeyourot in maggots, you baldy fuck-knob. I'll 



SWEET DAYDREAM 

Once I thought we'd be 



TIPPING ETIQUETTE 

When someone pays w/eash for part i 
hc/she should also leave the correspo: 
Ifl charge the rest ofthe bill on my cr 

the tip for the other person's share of 



re every day.. . it word or phrat 



fall ing asleep side by sic 



.^classifieds! 







To The Wellington At Rittenhouse Square 



Magnificent Square View Apartments! Studios, 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms 
Two Year Lease at Same Rate. All Utilities Included. Pet Friendly 

Iff" & Walnut Streets Philadelphia PA 19103 (215) 567-7810 



118 East Chestnut Avenue, North Wildwood, NJ 08260 



Absolute Turn-key ready with a very open floor plan. 
Just right for the big family. Asking $ 429,900 



Open Floor Plan with 3 decks 
1.742 Sq. ft- Using space 
3 large bedrooms. 2 / Baths 

Gas Fireplace, Gas Heat and Central Air Condidoning 
Oversized Garage plus outside parking for 2 cars 
Outside enclosed hot/cold shower 
Large yard 

Fully Furnished right down to die silverware 






The Ken Geyer 
Real Estate Auctioneers, Inc. 

One Of The Area's Leading Auctioneers 
For Over 60 Years. Licensed In NJ/DE/PA. 
Specializing In Commercial, Industrial, 

And Residential Properties. 

Upcoming Auctions 

Saturday, April 10 ~ 9 AM 

Complete Liquidation Equipment Auction 

2 Auto Repair Shops in Philadelphia Skips Transmission & Steve's Auto 
Repair Andorra Auto Repair 

Starting at 9 AM. 5140 Ridge Road Philadelphia PA 1912 



Steve's Auto Repair / Andorra Auto Repair 
Starting at Approx. 11 AM. 59 Leverington Ave Philadelphia PA 19127 
http://www.geyerauctions.com/auctions/index.html 



Mark Akins, President 
(800) 554-5005 • Fax (610) 754-9480 
www.GeyerAuctions.com 



a! Sit 



(PROPERTY MANAGEMENT I^T) 

RO. Box 297 Moorestown NJ 08057 



QUEEN VILLAGE 

21 5 FITZWATER • 2BD. 2 BA 1 500 Sq. ft., 
private deck, indoor parking, C/A, H/W, W/D- 
$1600-$1700 



2ND & CHRISTIAN • 2BD. 2 BA, Bi-level, 
elevator Building, H/W, Laundry, C/A, 
Includes Parking-$1300 

WASH SQ WEST 

9TH & PINE • Studio, new bath, H/W, 
Laundry, evelator-$775 includes electric 
and gas plus $ 40 for heat 

1 2TH A SPRUCE • Studio shared 
courtyard. H/W. Laundry, included C/A & 
heat- $625-$850 



1 1 S. LETITTA • Studio/1 BD, C/A W/D, 
D/W, WW, Elevator Building, shared roof top 
deck-$750-$975 

CHESTNUT HILL 

WILLOW GROVE AVE • 2BD.1BA, H/W. 
laundry Included heat, hot water. & cooking 
gas-$850 

LANSDOWNE 

89 E BALTIMORE PIKE • 2BD. 1 BA. Bi- 
level, Newly renovated, Laundry H/W Inc. 
Heat/ Hot Water $875 

85 S. LANSDOWNE AVE • 1 BD, 1BA, 
New Kitchen, H/W, laundry, Includes heat, 
hot water & cooking gas-$650-S690 

85 S. LANSDOWNE AVE • 2BD.1BA. 
newly renovated, H/W, laundry. Includes 
heat, hot water & cooking gas-$850-$950 











Need Rehab Money? 

Need Purchase Money? 

PRIME 

FUNDING 

Philadelphia's Leading Private Investment Lender 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.PFICASH.COM 

Customized solutions for 
Rehabbers & Investors!! 

• No Appraisals, fast 
construction/rehab draws. 

• " Fixed Rate " low cost interest only 
loans with quick closings. 

We put your money to work for you 
instead of your lender! 



PRIME 

FUNDING 

David J. Arend 

Welsh Commons - 1 364 Welsh Road 
North Wales, Pennsylvania 19454 

Cell: 609 605-8657 . Fax: 856 672-01 43 
Email: djarend@verizon.net 
www.linkedin.com/in/davidjarend 
www.facebook.com/primefunding 
www.twitter.com/djarend 



CALL THE KING OF RENTALS 
NOW, AND WE’LL GET IT 
RENTED FOR YOU! 



Contact John Featherman 

215-546-0550x5221 or 215-790-5221 

www. KingofRentals.com 

Prudential Fox & Roach REALTORS' 



An independently owned member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc 



MT AIRY-CLIVEDEN APTS 




Spring is here, trade in concrete and parking hassles 
for trees and park trails Get great bright space 
at Cliveden Apts across from the 6 acre wooded 
National Trust Site, Cliveden. Run, hike & bike in 


215-438-1076 

or 

infor@clivedon.net 


the trails of Wissahickon Park a few blocks away 
Dine & play in nearby Manayunk or Chestnut Hill 


Check out floor 
plans, pix & the 
neighborhood at 


A 1 7 minute train ride from Center City. 


Oak parquet floors, European kitchens, A/C, laundry 
DSL & cable internet available. EZ parking. 


www.cliveden.net 


Studio, 1 & 2 bedroom units from $625 
Rent includes heat. 





CAN’T SELL 
YOUR HOME 





We publish Every listing in Philadelphia Every day. Check out our Hotsheet! 



THAT’S RIGHT 

EVERYHOME 



Introducing EveryHome Realty, keeping the "REAL” 
in Realty. WE GET IT. We know what you 
want and how you want it. 



Interested in selling your home? 

We'll list your home in the Realtor Multiple Listing 
Service. Craiglsist, Zillow, Trulia, Homestore, 
Facebook Twitter, Realtor, com and course, 
EveryHome. com. We'll have an open house and make 
you a custom brochure, give you a sign, track your 
showings and negotiate your deal. EveryHome 
does all this for 4% more service for less 
comm ission- means more money in your 
pocket when you sell. We don't do 
this by lowering the buyer's 
agent's commission which could 
deter the b ig names from 
showing your house ■ we charge 
less because we don't have their 
overhead. 



Meet EveryHome Realty , we put 

the REAL in Real Estate. We know what you 
want, when and how you want to buy or sell a 
home. Our Realtors offer the full service of the 
big name real estates offices in fact, we do so 
much more. 




EveryHome 

Realty 



215 - 699-5555 
Ask for Michael 
EveryHome.com 



Log onto EVERYHOME.COM and search every house available in Philadelphia and 
the surrounding suburbs in just seconds. Our site is updated in real time as houses go 
on and come off the market. Just click for an appointment and we will see you there. 

Need to talk to a live person? We answer our phones until 8pm 
everyday day of the week... you won't get that from the big names. But, you'll also 
love what we don't do. We don't steer you to listings that are inside the office or 
have higher comm ission. We don't waste money on renting big fancy offices. We don't 
spend big advertising dollars. We don’t waste money on franchise fees. We spend less 
and pass the savings on to you, 

WE PAY YOU WHEN YOU BUY A HOME. 

We know your neighborhood, we live there, we play there and we wont to help you 
become our neighbor. 




Uniquely located on the edge of Center City, surrounded by Philadelphia's 
most spectacular views, The Residences at Dockside offers luxury waterfront 
condominium living for those who appreciate life on the edge of ordinary, 
Private, quiet, yet remarkably convenient to all that the city 
has to offer. Dockside has everything you need to live life well. 



Heated Indoor Pool • Spa-Fitness Club • 24-Hour Doorman 
Indoor Parking • Free Shuttle Sen/ice 
1 -BR's from *254,500 • 2-BR’s from s 438, 500 
3-BR’s from *800,500 • Tax abatement until 201 2! 



There’s nothing better than living on the water. 



21 5.925.3000 docksidecondominiums.com 



Sates Center 717 South Christopher Columbus Btvd.. in Phdadelphia. 
Open Monday - Saturday from 10am -5pm; Sunday 12 noon to 5pm; 

Private Appointments Recommended. 
Another Fne Property from The DePaul Group, Broker Cooperation Invited. 




QUICK MOVE-IN ADRIANA MODEL: 



• Open Living Room and connecting Dining Room 

• Island and attached Breakfast Area in Kitchen 

• Powder Room 

• Detached one-car Garage 

• Lavish Owner's Suite, with spacious Bedroom, 

1-2 walk-in closets. Sitting Area 

• Owner's Bath features soaking tub, shower and 
double bowl vanity, and romantic outdoor Balcony 

• Two additional Bedrooms each feature walk-in 
closet, and 1-2 full Baths 



SPECIALLY PRICED AT 



IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 



SIENA' 

PLACE 



OPEN MON, TUES, FRI & SAT 11a-5p | SUN 12p-5p 
CLOSED WED & THU 



2301 HARTRANFT ST BETWEEN PENROSE AVE AND 26TH ST. 



215.339.5390 | SIENAPLACE.COM 








